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e SR 125th STRYET CONTROVERSY

1 -,m-&@*
b I, BACKGROUND :
» 0. . Since early October, there has been conflict botween the 125th

Stroot Worchants and seme groups in the community, particularly the dmstordem
_1 ,,m’m the -ﬁéwwnmra Protoctive Gon;mitteo. It has now roached sorious pro-
| 15 .,,muom. Al attenpts at mgotiations by inturosted partics, including in-
- dividuals, nowspapers mﬂ Il!n:lsturia.l alliances have feilod,
jhb 1331105 n:ro not 'bnsicell; :l.nterrncinl, but tensions which grow
out -di tl:nu hhve soridus impncations for inter=ccial rolotions in tho comrmni-

Cty ag o uholo, :
. Both sidoa to the controversy hove contactod the Moyor's Comnittee

8 1K
R

on Unity in d:],tforont- woy s, ' ‘
T DL | cddition. n coumnioa.tion fron the Consuners Protoctive Com-
- -mittao wes reforrod by your office to us for "Such Mtion as the Facts in the
Case nay Warrenth,
Exploretory conferoncos were held with t;xo partics involvoed in
$ho controvomsy on Docombor 23, 1947, end Jomuery 15, 1948,
.!.'l‘m issucs in (this conmtrovorsy arc of long stending snd have momy
historicnl ranificntions, To goin » full undorstanding of this bc.c.kground; ond
to 1nvogt;gpta the norits of thc quostione involved in the numorous charges,
- ellogetions cnd inelmuntions thot have 'bcen nade, would roquire o prolonged
m,&u of hom-!.ngs. The urgoncy of thc oxiat..tng liturtton does not pernit such
| ¢ & progren, ond it is likoly thot cvon auch on invoatigntion would lorve tho

basic issucs in the controversy unsolvod, Since the besis of the Connittco's




*

"m ot tta mgu agoinst the 125th Street merchants,
=0 _. _"1 5’9? 19;1 inferior merchandise,
!‘2, M dwmp amumt grices,
:*;;* w; use & two ond thiecsprice systen,
v 54. They practice double dealine.
'5, MTZ-;e:.r £2%1 to absorb shreugh the process of employment, skilled
. 2 'le;:;"u professionals ef the connunity,
vi.”-ﬁ‘- n _.ost instanul ﬂay re!m to 1&-»01 the price and quality
' of mrchandiu.. ; 5
__"?,_ They ram to advertise their products in local newspuapers for
bamp;rat;va valus,
S ._.“B. There is & general luck of cooperation on the part of loeal

nerchants to, commnity institutions,
4

; S "J, They have no interest in the inprovenent cmd oppearonce of
- Y ‘L" L .
& the eorrmnity,
z : \';0. "Ih:oﬁgh sone process of collusioan, it is inpossible for Negro

businesses to ve estublished on the §treet®,

The Uptowm Ghm'ur of Coreree, which clains to represent 126 of

the 260 storcs on 125th Street hos ollegedly adnitted the possibility that
sone steres have been guilty of bad business practiecs, but contends that they
are no better or no worse than in the average neighborhoode




. '103‘1?0 shopping, ¢ person con buy ns cherply in ﬁg
'_ borhood as clsowhore in Now York City, Thoro are mbay

The 1940 Oonsus figurcs show thnt

' m then 80 outsida,
14 yar'n of nge and over in the Harlen conrunity aro
: thnn in the ronainder of tho City, This rnerns thot thore
;ﬁo}:lpinﬁ. rnd thet childran do ~ lrrger pertion of 1t,

.,.‘_. 1& e

mtodly tho lovo]. of consuricr oduc-tlon in that clenent of the

Men ce.m.l;ur wh.teh is of rohtivoly rocont rur:.l b-ckground is not as high
m uo\ﬂa bc truu :l‘o:r -éhau popnl'-tions whe rro 'botter intogrnted into city

’?"‘ Ao

‘lx.' 'alm. readstrnce 1e not ne highk ~s it would bo onong poople

"_Mié ...:\u Jﬂ‘mq‘-" in ur'brn 1iving,

B -
,h.o ﬁtudy done by our Connittce® in 1945 showed thrt tho insanﬁ.trry
&

Moc £ u grow&ed M ore the sanitary oncs, ond thot the donond 1is grooter

J"I.' S

m t!w nl‘gh;;,r pdvortiscd oxponsive dbronds of commoditios thon for tho loss
ve cms of equ.*l v=lucy The geoplc tuy in sneller quantitics, for
m Of qou.rsa. thoy pay noro,

25 '.'I!he .'lntarcncea ghot these o ttorns org Aac to tho fret that tho

' mvohanta rroe wh.tto is unfortun-ic, for thcr~ 1s no rssurcnec thnt worc the

:MG_ht:gxtg_‘thqnlolvas Nop?, there would be o difforoncc of bohavior,

I:a ﬂmn:lgtoo proposes the following progron as its contribution

to tha ponﬂble qolntlon of thesc 'oroble—:a.
1, We rocomncnd that the uorghants togathor with conrmni ty ledcn%-

ship develop @ rutuslly cccoptebl. sBatencnt of business polie

~

. elos wud progticos whick will set - stondard egninst which to

: ’2?@ of tho Onnpn.risen of tho Copt of Food znd Shopping Facilitios in
- Groator Now York, Herlen, ond-Wemhdngton Hodghts,




“SETYES

dunl merchants. There is at present

. u}imunm of such & autmnt of policies

does. -* M'g Committee on Unity will use its good

. 4 X .. 5 > the th and loml sltilﬂry to establish
wm wmq they san help eradieate m busiuus ,ueuou

,Street, fnd more equitably handle eomphlm and. grimnm

tial explorations bave already been mrlo along thsse linas. The

noe.of Chicago and Newarlk md.z._ln.tg that suea a program ean be
ir go-ulmd inj!llig‘bntly.

s e 8¢ )d that m«;mmua community agenoy, auah as the Creater

ﬂ“‘" York Urban League devel(p & a coqrahenaive Consumer Program for

s " - %he coumunity, rplgial',g;p}or_;quq indieate tnat the Greater New York

'-'.- ©. ~  Urban Leagug is -faﬁ'_i:ghly disposed towards the recommendation, and

'3 h . thAt humesous other community agengies will lend their support to it.
ey A ek _ . . . e ;

; o= aew ) (See Qetails pregented on Tage 5.) ,
LEY &8 = R .

mpesd that the ehyrehes a8k thair umharshl)u to creato consumer

- cfm to assist in .spreading hinrmtioﬁ ﬂlloet.ad \iy the proposed

s, '. . Comprenensive Comsyner S»orvm

s , wmc to. mh botlm- Gonmpdities Cost Study in the 125th

el «i;i*-'.-:-': “Bvest area if repourges eaw We sosured,

Mnmuu that she New York 8fty C¥netl of the State Commission

e AL -Mtﬁhﬁtiﬂv‘tioﬂ Join with $he iayor's Committee om Unity im

";f-*--'-:;:"" making & study of eurleyment ]wldlm in the 125th Street area,

£ %JDW; to. make a study of mehiu for Negroen in
+« kbe 126th Street area.

. &




';w,ardue;_ U!;doub_t_sel.}_y. a 181.;";38 factor in i’.hs adjustment of that
eguent. of the Negro population which ia from, relativel& speaking, rural
~ backgrounds relates to shopping habits and conaumer knowlo&ge. The ob-
Jective ‘nt.u'.dias waich have gome to our attention have shown that an
1nd1vidual. if seleetive, could lhap as cheaply in the Negro gection of
the community as elsewhere,
Thg following factors, Ruweyer, militate against such shopping
practices. : _

Low income, absence of meehanical refrigeration, and crowded housing,
prevents pegple from hdging in larger quantities,

Chi‘ld_‘z_'_qn do much of the ah_.opp.ing, and this gives wide latitude for
A exploitation, .

The opportunity for exploitation of many Harlem aousewives is
greater because they de not M‘Tﬁ as much time to ailop as do their counter-
e parts in athat_squu;;;ieq. Jven though tigre are stores in the community

where good values can e obtaimed, there is a larger proportion of unfit
.; 5 . Stores where they are tempied %o buy without regard to values, because

’ 2 of cgn'.\,r_a_nlilenﬂd_-

... Another factor which plays a large part, undeubtedly, 18 the age-old
* » problem of rural peoples being prloi.wd by high pressure sa.leamnship.
_ The practices of "Pulling-in," “Dou‘bla-—pr:.ces" etc,, are a part of this

~ problem,
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By price~taking in She stores to comar. with prices in the re-~
mainder of the commnity, 1n uvbis way they could advise with the
stores when the'r prices are owl of 1ine and report grievances
which may arise. to the cgencies involved. They could publicize
bad business practices so that the community would be aware of
the techniques through which théy are cheated,
Such an agency could perform an effective function in developing
Ccnsumer Committees in churches and other institutions of the
community so that they could get further information on consumer
values as near the "grass roots" of the community as possible,
Such a program could be accomplished on a minimum budget
3 ' becauge 1n:teruted agencies of the community would und.au'bt'ediy
| assist in providing resources with which to develop it,
V. COMMODITY PRICE STUDY - |
The Mayor's Committee on Unity proposes a Como@ity Cost Study
in the 125th Street area which would bring up to date comparative food
~ costs, but would include as we.].l otherhost—of-living commodities. The
ﬂiﬁnd.inga of such a study should be of tremendous value inh givi._ng direction
to the agencies working on this problem:. Particular attention will be .

given to quality of merchandise in the chain #tores in order to uncover
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an; ty's In t'his mﬂerm; tha assistance of the New York City

1 of the State Commission Against Discrimination will be sought

;1 as the Industrial Division of the Greater New York Urban leasue,
ZATION OF THE 125TH STREET MERCHANTS |

L N S ASRE A

The Uptown Gmm‘ner of Commerce ha:l indicated that it enrolls

eciplining,recalcitrant merchants who do not belong to its membership,

Numerous suggestions have been made thay an agency be entrusted




111,

The Movor's Committee onm Unity, togéther w7ith other qualified
agencieg, should study tiie tusiness opl-;ortunities for Negroes in the =2
125th street neighborhood, The elements of such & study should in-
clude whe ther there is ceoliusion to ¥Yeepn Negro merchants out, the .
obstacles to Negroes obtainfng capital with which to work, and problems
of obtaining ‘msin'eés experience with vhich to launch such undertakings,

§ U M M AR Y

Iy is hoped that these proposals will provide a basis of
cooPerutionlthrough which the people of the Herlem community, as
well ns the orgauizations igvolved, will rccognize the interdependence
of all o cchieve “ell-being for the comauwnity,

Finally, the Committee is most cpoireciative of the intercst
that the City Aaminietration has shown in the problem and wishes to
thank the Mayor for the sssistonce ceing given by the Departuents of -
Hcalth ond Morkete, g

Ve n.lt'so wish _to expreszs our thanks for the strong support that

the Mayor is ziving to the Horlgqd Merket' project,

ds the proposed studies develop, there is a possibility that
the assistonce of other Dcpartﬁents nay &lso ve needed, 1If so, we

ghall advise you tecordingly,

R Y E-
S PAL gULM
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