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The major research for this report was carried out by Nancy

-Steinke and by the following volunteers: Anita Herrick Kearns,

Floverice Rosenblum, Joan Olshansky, - Harriet Kelly and Mildred Lynes
who was recently honored by the Mayor with a citation for her -
volunteer services to the City. We also wish.té express apprecia—
tion for the help of Jean Beckley end Katherine Ness, volunteers
from Cobble Hill. Most of the study photographs were teken by
John B. Bsyley, but many were also supplied by the photographic
staff of the Parks Department and by our assistants under the

Urban Corps Program, Christopher Peterson and Carol Block. The

final text was prepared by Rosalie F. Bailey and Ellen W. Kramer,

under the direction of Alan Burnham,'Executivé Director. Most’
of the manuscript was typed by Anne Gewirtz of our devoted sece
retarial staff, and asaembled under the direct;on of John W,
Benson.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to many individuels in the
various City Agencies and public and private repositéries of -
information listed in the Documentetion and Arrangement section:
of the Introduction. The work was carried on with the active
help and encouragement of the Cobble Hill Associaticn, its pest
and present officers and particularly of its current president
Leo ¥. McCarthy. ' . . .

Though many indlviduals have been' asaoclatcd with different
phases of this report, final responsibility for the facts and .

‘opinions expressed rests with the Commission as a whole
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Landmarks Prescivation Commission = L
December 30, 1969, Galendar No, 1 .
LP-0320 '

COBBLE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, Borough of Brooklyn

BOUNDARIES

The property bounded by Degraw Stroot, Hicks Stroeet, the northern ' N
property line of 391 Hicks Stroct, part of the westorn property line of o T
113 Congress Street, the resr lot lines of 113-127 Congress Stroet, part
of the eastern lot line of 127 Congress Stroct, the northern property o
line of 358 Henry Struot, Henry Stroct, Amity Stroct, the western property o X
line of 123-127 Amity Stroet, part of the northern lot line of 123-127 .
Amity Stroct, the western property line of 116 Pacific Stroet, Pacific - AT
Streot, Henry Strect, the rcar lot lines of B6-110 Atlantic Avenuc, the
wostorn’ proparty 11no of 86-88 Atlantic Avonuo, Atlantic Avcnue 1nd Court .

Streot, :

TESTIMONY AT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS I

On July 12, 1966 the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposcd designation of the Cobble Hill Historic District’
(Item No. 23), Fifty-five porsons spoke in faver of the proposed desig-
nation or were present ot the public hoaring and asked to be recorded in o ‘
favor of the proposcd desimation. The representative of the Roman S
Catholic Dioceso of Brooklyn opposed the designation and asked that its R ]
churches and other institutions be excluded from the Historic District. R
The public hearing was continued until Scptember 13, 1966 (Item No. 12). ' ‘
At that time five witnesses spoke in fdvor of designnation, ond the repre-
sentative of the Long Island College Hospital and the Brooklyn Bonevolent _
Socicty opposcd the designation. The Landmarks Commission has recedived ™ - S
many letters nnd other communications from property owncrs ~nd residents
within the proposed Distriet strongly supporting this dusign“tlon., The
Cobble Hill Assacintion has urged this designation and has won w1dc com=- -
munity support for it. T

INTRODUCTION

The Cobble Hill Historic District includes over twenty-two city
blocks, generally between Atlantic Avenuo, Court, Degraw and Hicks Streets.
It i3 located approximatuly two blocks cast of tho Brooklyn watcrfront of
the Upper Bay. It forms a southorly cxtension of thc Brooklyn Heights
Historic District, scparnted from it only by Atlantic Avenue, yet it is
quite dlffuront in ch"rﬂctur, hﬁv1ng n unlque quulitv of its own. :

The development of Cobble Hlll as o residential district really bugnn
in the mid-1830s when an attractive row of Greek Revivel town houses was
built, soon followed by others. It retains its rosidentisl character to- .
day, commcreial arcas being largely limited to Atlantic Avenue and Court
Strcet.  Therc are a representative number off fine churches,

‘l"
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AHCHITICTURAL CHARACTSHISTICS

An Histcric District should be pessessad -of such a distinctive
quality ‘that, on entering it from any sidc, . one should at once become
awarc of a neighborhood sct apart and of the consistent quallty of
certain styles of architecture. Cobble Hill is just such an area and
reveals itself as such immediately. '

Atlantie Avonue, on the north; contains a number of outstanding
commercial buildings. Beyond it, tie trec-lined rosidential streets
present certain buildings and architectural details which may be con-
gidered unique, : :

fmong the architectural styles represented are tho Greek Revival -
of tho 1830s and 18L0s, followed by the Gothic Revival, Italianate and
early Romanesque Revival styles of the 1850s and 1880s. The French Nco-
Grec style which appeared in the 1870s (often in ccmbination with re- _
tardataire examples of Italianatc or French Second fmpire designs), con-
tinued into the carly 1880s., Lastly came the more sophisticated styles
of the latter part of the 19th century, the Romanesque Rovival, the
Quecn Arme style and the now classicism, influenced by the Chicago Fair
of 1893, Of course this area also had its fair share of houses built in -
the lo¢al vernacular~-houses so simplo that ‘they are not readily identi-~
fiable with any particular style. The District also has many “transi-
tional" houses, houses which display the charactoristics of one or more
periods when one style was giving way to another. '

It is intercsting to notc that a cortsin time lag secms to exist in
Cobble Hill in the introduction of new architectural stylecs compared to
their dates in Manhattan: This time lag ranges anywhere from five to
fiftcon years, so that an Italianate stylc building, typical of the 1850s
in Manhattan, may not cmerge in Cobble Hill until the 1860s. This was
probably duc to the innate conservatism of certain builders and to their
dosire to continue in the tradition of their fathors, Cebble Hill hes a
fair share of architeet dosigned houses and, whore these occur, thure is
usually no time lag at all. -

Two famous 19th century architects, Minard Lafever and Richard
Upjohn, werc the dosigners of two fine churches in the Cobbls Hill
Historic District, .Upjohn, and later his son, Richard M. Upjohn, both
1ived in the District, at No. 296 Clinton Stroct. while furthor rosocarch
noeds to be done regarding the unknown builders of Cobble Hi1l1, soveral
names occur with great regularity as early as the 18L0s. Among these men
ware: Asa Stobbins, who wegan his career in the 1830s as a lccal carpenter,
but hy 18L7 was a membor of the Common Council for the District and ad-
vertised as an architcet specializing in Gothic cottages and villas.
Villiam Johnson and Horatio Whito, architccts of Brooklyn, designed a fin
row of rosidencus at the south end of tho District. Thomas sullivan,
first a mason and later identificd as a builder, lived within the Dist-
rict ‘and noarby and did a considcrable amount cf work., Michael Markey,

a neighborhocd carpenter, eracted the District!s chicf Gothic Revival

row. Jeremiah C'Donnell was a local contractor 1iving just outside the
District. Jacob Carpenter was a local carpentor who did considerable con-
struction hefore he went bankrupt in 18L6. '

Houses worz cithor built individually or in rows, ranging anywhere .
from three houses te groups which cccupied half a city block. In scme of
those rows wo find oxamples which are virtunlly unique in-tho City and

. which give Cobblo Hill its special distinction.

Maturinls adhery closcly to the masonry tradition with brick ana
hrownstone predominating. Iromwork ineludes both the standard desdgns
and castings to he found in other parts of the City a3 woll as several
most unusual dosigns not to he seen clscwherc. In 1te quality, quantity
and varictv it is the equal of some of tho best-aruas in the Cit7.
Cobble Hill is nctable morcover as the site of one of the .earliest hous-
ing projucts in the country, the Home and Tewer Buildings of 1876-79, on
Hicks Stroct., Landmarks in the fivld of tonoment house reform, theso
bulldings worc developed by Alfred Te White, tho Rrecklyn capitalizt and
philanthropist, in asscclation with William Fi.ld & Son, architoctés

-2-



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

!

The history of Cobble Hill goes back to the 1640s when the Dutch
governor, Willem Kieft, granted patents for farms north of Red Hook, ex-

tending‘inland from the East River shore to the Gowanus valley. The place '

names Red Hook, EBast River and Gowanus - in their Dutch spelling -- all
appear on the Dutch patents., : :

a farm in this general area is thus descrlbed in the Laquistgt
travel diary of September 1679:

"It is impossible to tell how many peach trees we passed, all
laden with fruit to breeking down.... We came to a place surrounded
with such trees from which so many had fallen off that the ground
could not be discerned, and you could not put your foot down with~
out trampling them; and, notwithstanding such large quantities had
fallen off, the trees still were as full as they could bear. The
hogs and other animals mostly feed on them. This place belongs to
the oldest EBuropean woman in the country. We went immediately into
her house, where she lived with her children. Ve found her sitting
by the fire, smoking tobacco incessantly, one pipe after another....
She was from:Luyck(Liege), and still spoke good Waalsche (Walloon),
with us.... She showed us several lerge apples, as good fruit of .
that country, and different from that of Furope. ©She had been fifty
years now in the country.... We tasted here, for the first time,
smoked twaelft (striped bass).... It was salted a little and then
smoked, and, although it was now a year o0ld, it was still perfectly
good, and in flavor not inferior to smoked salmon. We drank here,
also, the first new cider, which was very fine." -

"Cobleshill," on Ratzerfs-survey of Brooklyn in 1766-67, referred
to a very steep conical hill shown on the west side of Red Hook Lane,
near the present intersection of Atlantic and Pacific Streets with Court

Street. Another old name for the region was "Ponkiesbergh.”

During the Revolution, Cobble Hill Fort consisted of a small plat-
form with three cannon protected by spiral trenches: it was known also
as "Smith's Barbette" or "Corkscrew Fort”, One of several forts intended
to protect the flenk of the patriot army in the Battle of Long Island,
its importance, despite its small size, derived from its great peight.

Washington issued an order on Julv lﬂ,llTT6-that two guns fired
from Cobble Hill are to be the signal that the enemy have landed on
Long Island. Washington, General Putnam and other officers witnessed
the disastrous battle of August 27, 1776 from the ramparts of Cobble
Hill Fort, according to Stiles, the 19th century Brooklyn historian.
The British, during their subsequent occupation, cut off the top of
Cobble Hill s0 that it would not commend their Headquarters on Brooklyn
Heights. The British also npproprxated the estate of Philip Livingstoen,
a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and cecupied it es & navel
hospital. This estate ran south 6f Joralemon Street, and British sheds
and huts for the sick werc erectcd on property later owned by Ralph
Patchen, south of the present Atlantic Avenue and within the Cobble H111
Hlstorlc District. During the War of 1812, Cobble Hill was again
fortified and called “Fort 0W1ft', as part of the lines of defense
planned by General Joseph G. Swift, and erected in 181% by inhabitents
of Kings Count; ' . :

In the Federal period, following the Revolution, Brooklyn Heights
had been developed as o district of the incorporsnted Villege of Brooklyn,
which then extended to District Street (now Atlantic Avenue). In 183k,
when the Village of Brooklyn became a City, its boundary was extended
southward to include all of South Rrooklyn.

HMany changes came to Cobble Hill in the Federal period. The Dutch
farms, extending from the East River to Court Street, werc bought by
relative newcomers. The old Red Hook Lane (later straightened into
Court Street), Henry Street was opened by 1828 to connect directly with

-3=
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the Heights. With ready access to the South Ferry;——éstabliahéd in 1836
after yeers of opposition from Manhattan real estate owners--Cobble Hill
began to change from an area of farms into a residential suburb of row -

houses. People could now commute readily to. Manhattan by ferry,l

The first stege in this development of Cobble Hill occurred in the _
blocks along the west side of Henry Strect where the dramatic view of the
harbor tempted owners:-to establish their rural homesteads or rural-subur-
ban mansions., At the north end, Ralph Patchen, a native of Connecticut, .
had his home just south of Atlantic. Avenue in the bed of what later be-
came Hicks Street; he reached Red Hook Lane by o road known as . - ,
Livingston's or Patchen s Lane. HNearby was his distillery ond the large ' R
dock known as Patchen's dock. The next blockfront on:Henry Street, ' .

- originally part of the Patchen farm was ecquired in the 1830s by Joseph

A. Perry, and here stood Perry's handsome block-long Greek Revival man— ' IR
sion (also just outside this Historic District). Cornelius Heeney, & _ _
native of Ireland and successful New York fur merchant, acquired the o |

‘next farm reputedly for a debt. His home was at Henry and fmity Streets.

On the next blockfront, near Warren Street, Woel (sometimes anglicized

tolNicholas) Becar built, in the 1830s, his handsome Greck Revival man..

sion which faced the harbor, and on his grounds he had an unusually large

greenhouse, .Adjoining on the south, Parmenus Johnson maintained for the

grounds of his new house the entire block between Henry and Hicks, Warren,‘

and Baltic Streete. He had come from Oyster Bay and purchased the old

farm of the Suydam fagily, vhich he more than tripled in size by filling

in and docking out upon his waterfront. His storage establishment was

at the foot of Baltic Street. The southernmost farm, lying both within I
this Historic District and to the east and south of it, belonged to the - - T
Cornells, a family who had come from Queens in the mid-18th century, - '
They acquired the form by marrying into the famlly to whom it had been
patented in the Dutch colonial period. The Cornell home and flour mill .
vere near the harbor outside this District. A considerabdle portion of '
the Cornell farm within this District and south of Baltic Street was ,
acquired by Selah Strong, Esq., & New York merchant and comptroller of

that City. liis home was in the bed of the present Strong Place. ’

Hone of these rural houses survive, not is there any in the Colonial
or Federal styles. However, serving as a reminder of this period, the
Greek Revival house, still standing at No. 149 Baltic Street, was once

. the home of Parmenus Johnson's daughter. She married into the Bergen

family, which descended from a Norwegian who settled 1n Brooklvn in the ‘“ T e f)m.
Dutch colonial period. : . L

The next stige in the de velopmwnt of Cobhle Hill wos the. brcﬂklnm
up of thesec lsrge land holdings. Patchen s large farm, which oconpiced .
more ‘than a dozen bloéks from above State Sirest south to Amity Street,
vas divided in 1829 primarily between his two sons and a married -
daughter, but even before this one block on Atlantic Avenue had been
subdivided into lots. Closest of the. farms to the old Brooklyn ferr1es,

" near Fulton Street, he éid not have to delay development for the’ advent

of the South Ferry at Atlantic Avenue. Indeed, the oldest House now
standing in ‘the Cobble Hill Historic District is No. 122 Pacific Street,
built in or shortly before 1833, in the Greek Revival style, on Patchen's
former farm, The next farm, Cornelius Heeney's, vas deVuloped according
to the owner's spec1al interests. A wealthy bachelor ‘and & Roman
Catholic, he was primarily interested in children, especially orphans and
in the Church. His gift of land to St. Faul's Church- enabled it to ,
erect the first church building on Cobble Nill. In addition to his gifts
to its orphanage much of his land, especially along Congress Street, was
given to the Brooklyn Benevolent Society which ig still in existence.
hdjeining Heeney on the south and along Court Strecet, Parmenus Johnson -,
sold h1s eaqtern block and a half in 1832 to John Greacen for developmunt

<k



The gridiron pattern of streets was established by 1834 south from -
"Atlantic to Butler(subsequently Harrison and now Kane) Street. How-
ever, below Butler Street the o0ld lenes and the new street design criss-
crossed haphazardly for some time, except for Strong Place which was
regulated and paved as early as 1836. It was ih this southern tier that
. agsemblage and development progressed under Silas Butler, Thomas and
lienry Warner,- Anson Blake, Sr. and Jr., and Charlee Kelsey, of whom at
least the last-mentioned made his home here on Strong Place.

Comparison of the 1840 tax list and the 1840 street directory brings
to light the information that, ' as early as this date, IS houses were
assessed and 112 residents were listed in the District. Apparently many
in~laws lived with each other or under the thumb of a peterfamilias. The
possibility of bachelors living in boarding houses, as was then the
fashion, has not been investigntéd. Many of the present streets appeer
in neither source, or with only empty lots listed.

Construction of row houses started to transform Cobble Hill into
an urban community, Here, in contredistinction to Manhattan, the rows
are seldom longer than five or six houses; furthermore, an architecural
composition of two or three units was popular. A handsome row of six
Greek Revival houses was built on Warren Street, between Court and
Clinton, as early as 1835. This urbanization is especially apparent,
according to the 1840 and 1841 tex lists, on the middle tier of blocks
between Clinton and Henry Streets, where there already were rows of
houses on Pacific, Warren and Baltic Streets, as well as on Strong
Place. In 1845, according to the recollections of the Rev. Sewall S
Cutting of the Strong Place Baptist Churchi
"On this side of Atlantic Street I recall no instaence,

in the streets running either way, unless near the river,
vhere any street was built from one corner to another. In
© #1l the district from Atlantic Street to Carroll, the build- .

ings were dwellings in detached clusters. Whole blocks were

without a building on them, or with no more than two or

three or four. Everywhere were footpaths across the blocks

to make shorter routes to the South Ferry. My own femily
- had been in 1845 the first to occupy a house in the row

of houses on Harrison (Kane) Street, fronting Strong Place”.

It is worth mentioning that Hew Yorkers were also interested in
developing Cobble Hill. Thus, Henry Winthrop Sargent finished, about
1839, its longest early row of nine houses on Baltic Street); Abraham
J. 8. begrawv, a native MNew Yorker, who became a Cobble Hill suburbanite,
built, in- 184k, the only house sti1l standing in spacious grounds
(No, 219 Cllnton Street); and the lawyer, Gerard W. Morris of 25
Fifth Avenue, Manhattan, contributed an early instence of site develop-
ment in his 18L9-Sh plans for the end of a block on Kane Street.
Prominent commuters to Hew York included Jomes Ven Nostrand, president
of the Merchants Fxchange Bank of Mew York, and George A. Jarvis,
president of the Lenox Insurance Company, who built residences at
Nos. 439 and 491 Henry Street in the late lBMOS

" In the 1850s, between Leonard Jerome's removal from Rochester and .
the erection of his mansion on Madison Square, he lived in two renteéd .
houses on Cobble Hill. -The one on Amity Street was the birthplace of
his daughter Jennie, the mother of Sir Winston Churchill..

"By 1860 Cobble Hill had been largely developed into a suburban
community, complete with bank, stores and other services, ns well as
with a nunber of churches whose towers or steeples rose against the
skyline. The chief innovation after that date is Alfred T. White's
wvell-known model tenements for the loboring classes, Bullt in 1876-
79, his projects covered more than a block and were occupied by many
nationalities:-native Americans, Irish, Swedes, Norwegians, English
and Germans. S

o
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The later story of Cobble Hill Historie Distrxct 'is largely told
through the church buildings and their changing congregations. Christ
(P.E.) Church, built in 1841.42, was founded in 1835, as the first -
religious organization within this District: it now conducts services
for a Spanish speaking community. The Middle Reformed Dutch Church
building op Kane. Street was later used by the German Lutherans and now
is uged as a synagogue. The permenent memorial of the German immigrants -
of 1848 is not their churches, which now all belong to other faiths,
but in the Long Island College Hospital which adjoins this Historic
District on the northwest. Residents from New England, now elso dis-
persed, made their Second Unitarian Church (where Cobble Hill Park is
now located) into a cultural and sbolitionist center. The Roman
Catholic centers of St. Paul's on Court Street and of St. Peter's on :
Hicks Street included schools, an orphanage and & hospital. 8t, Paul's,.
originally Irish, now holds some Spanish masses. St. Peter's had so
many Italiens in its early congregation that 1t soon established a sep-
arate Italian mission church east of this Historic District. Now,
Italiens are the core of St. Frances Cabrini (R.C.) Chapel inside the
District, rededicated in 1969. This building wes originally the Strong
Place Baptist Church and was more recently used by Spanigh-speaking
Baptists. The Syrian and Lebanese community, K long established on.
Cobble Hill, built 8t. Mary the Virgin (R.C.) Church on Clinton Street
as early as 1922 and has since expanded. It is worth noting that the.
Spanish spesking ¢ommunity, divided among several religious organiza-
tions, come from various parts of the Western Hemisphere.

Through most of its urban life, Cobble Hill was known variously
as part of Red Hook, South Brooklyn or the Sixth Ward. Today it has
its own identity, with the name Cobble Hill adopted in 1959. More-
over, 1t has undergone a marked renaissance and rejuvenation. More
young people and people of affluence have moved in. Scheduled to open
in January 1970 is the Strong Place Day Care Center with cafeteria,
kindergarten and head start progrem. Recently four Puerto Rican
families, who had been tenants; purchased a house on Clinton Street and |
converted it into a condominium. Householders, with a pride in their
block, sweep not only their sidewalks but the gutters and streets
around the parked automobiles. Very influentiel in the renaissance of
this Historic District have been the Cobble Hill Association, incor-
porated in 1959, and the Syrian Young Men's Association, an cld organ-
ization; also their current and previous presidents, Leo F. McCarthy,
George Polimeros and George Saady. Among individuals, it is suitable
to signalize Joseph Dowd, for many years the State Assemblyman for
Cobble Hill, who has worked hard and long for the benefit of this
community, and likewise Thomas Cuite, member of the City Council.

6.



8T DIVELOPMENTS

Cobble Hill is currently undergeing a renaissance as young couples
acquire and renovate the attractive, moderato sized houses on its . trec-
lined strects. Like Brooklyn Heights, it is emerging from a rather .
long period ¢f quiescence. This puriod actually protucted it from the
rapid paco of rebullding and alteration, so typleal of much of the
City. Most c¢f the fins old houses were preserved with little change.
Apartment houses appoarcd in the area in the 1880s but they are not

ory high and fow were built thoro after the 1920s. The fact that apart-
ment houses did not invade the streets in recent ysars is respongible for

. the chanming, low lying quality of this nuighborhood where the skylino iS,.

punctuatud occasionally only by church spirus. =

Thu real cause for alam todav is the "modyrnization“ of housos by
the applicaticn of spurious veneers. In thesc remodelings, handseme wood
window sash is often replaced by aluminum windows with screcens or stomm
sash set flush with the wall surface. This gives the houses a flat,
cardboard appcarance, where once they had intercstingly revealod window
openings sct in walls of brick or stone - honbst exprb351ons c¢f the
actual structurc,

The additicn of an uppur story or a rcof parapet has almest invaria-
bly resulted in the loss cf a fine cornico. Stocps have scmetimes boen ,
removed t¢ provide basement cntrances. ' The partial imbedding of ironwork.
in concrote - an expediont method of ropair - results in loss of con-
siderable beautys. All these changes ‘and "improvements" create jarring -
notes in ctherwise harmenious rows of heuses. -These rencvabious, in-
tended tc increase preporty values, tend to have the cpposite effect in
Histcric Pistricts, where the very thing that attr1cts buyers 1is
wantonly destroyed. :

Designaticn of the Cobble Hill Histovic District. will strengthen
the aims cf the community by tending to prevent the hoedless loss of
architectural quality by attritien and by controling future alterations -
and censtruction. Dusignation is a major step to ensure protection and
enhancement of .the quality and character of the entire neighberheed,




DOCUMENTALICN AND AR ANGEMENT

This Report has been written to describe an area of the City that -
deserves to be better known. It is hoped that this Report will prove
educational and informative to the property owners, It has been com-
piled witn great care, despite the lack of enough records to substan-
tiate the date of construction of many buildings. The following notés
should prove informative to the reader. :

Historical Documentation. The documentation of the buildings has -
been based on. primary research, mainly official records of the City of -
New York and of Kings County. These have been supplemented by special
collections of original manuscripts, maps, directories, genealogleal =

, sources, newspapoers, pamphlets and published histories of Brooklyn, of
Kings County and of certain buildingsor institutions. For these we have
drawn on the collections of such institutions as The lLong Island -
Historical Society, The Brooklyn Public Library, The New York Public .
Library, and theé Avery Architectural Library of Columbia University. Of
special assistance in establishing the historical documentation of build- .
ings were: . ] _ :

A. Tax assessment rocords for lﬂhO and'lﬂhl'(Thc Long'Island ‘
Histcrical Society) and 1869-1901 for Ward 6 {Real Prcperty
Assessment Department, Borough of Brooklyn) ,

B. New building and altoration plans, startlng 1879 (Depart-
ment of Buildings, Borough of Brooklyn) .

" Ce Conveyances, mortgages and maps (City Reglster, Kings
- County office) and Block abstracts and old maps (Gounty
Clerk of Kings County)

D. Court records {(Surrogatet!s Court Klngs county)

E. Qommerclal maps' " Perris fire insurance maps of 1855 and .
1860 (The Long Island Historical Society), 1903 Atlas of
the Borough of Brooklyn by E. Belcher Hyde, and 1939- 1963
maps of tho ‘Sanborn Map Company.

F. Dlroctories and street. directorios of Brooklyn, and direc—
tories of Naw York Glty. . S

G. The Wealthy Men and Women of Brocklyn and w11111msbur5h...

{I8L7),

The excessively large gops in the tax assessment records'during the
chief period cf development of Cobble Hill and the incompleteness of the
subsequent new building records posed a very real problem. In many in-
‘stances the name of an individual, obtained through the conveyances and

followed up in the city directories, led to the information -that the land-.'u-

owner had moved into tho house, thus glving an approximato date for its = -
constructicn. : :

The intensive staff work on Cobblo Hill was oxtonded over the pa r:od
1966-1969, with respect to dccumentation including a photographic record-
ing cf the buildings. This documentation is now recorded in threé- volumes
" and a file drawer.. : SRR - :

' Arrangement, The main text of this Roport'is arranged by streets,
alphabetically., o e o S

Walking Cobble Hill. -The Report has baen’ writtcn in such manner that
one can walk.Cobble Hill readily. Stroets runndng east and west are walked
by geing west aleng the south side of the block and by returning cast along
its north side. Similarly fer a north-scuth strect, one walks northward
along the east side, and back along -the west side of this block.
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AMITY STREET Nos. 154.3198 & 163-211}) Betw.‘Céurt'& Clinton Sts.

1

This residential street with its houses and apartment buildings,
three to four and a half stories in height, presents a feeling of
humen warnth end individuality. Built over the long period between 1840
and 1905, there is considerable variety in styles.  The most interesting
building, architecturally spesking, is the unusual house with the
Flemish stepped gables and tower on the southwest cornmer, at Clinton
Street. Unfortunately, e number of buildings have been needlessly
harmed by the addition of 20th century fronts out of character with
their neighbors. Winston Churchill's mother was born on this block in
.8 house that is still standing.

SOUTH SIDE’

The long side of the corner brick house (described under No. 162
Court Street) was erected in 1840-k1 but only the small windows re-
main to remind us of its age. A shsllow three-story building (No. 190),
built before 1855, has a 20th century vertically ribbed facade that has
unexpected charm as it calls to mind an earlier rural technique. At =
Nos., 182-188 the bleak new brick facade with bold parapet roofline com-
pletely defies its surroundings. Built in the 1860s as four buildings,
they were modernized under an Urban Renewal Program, in 1961, before it.
became sensitive to thc values of neighborhood character. '

By contrast, the pair of Italianate brownstone houses of the early
18508 (Nos. 178..180) displeys a glorious riot of elaborately cerved
stone forms at the parlor floor level, supplemented by the popular cen-
tral wreath design of Italiamnate ironwork at areaway and stoop. The
entrance doorways of this pair of houses, vplaced side by side, enhance
the concentration of this decoration in contrast to the surrounding
smooth brownstone. The basement retains-its rusticated facade at No. 180.

The last four houses, built in the 18u0s, still show vestiges of the
Greek Revivel. The modernization of NHo. 172 has been accomplished with
8 sengitive sculptural effect. The westernmost row house (No., 166),
“bullt in 1843 for the local gardener Patrick Halegan, retains its rus.:
ticated besement.and beautiful Greek Revivel iromwork, with & magnifi-
cent vertical swirl at the end of the railing. ' : '

The splendid corner house (described under No. 219 Clinton Street)
originelly erected in 184b and enlarged late in the century, is set in
" unusually large grounds &alopg both streets, fenced in by a8 beautiful
iron railing of the late Greek Revival atyle. The impressive character
of this mansion is bBest seen in the rear view from Amity Street. Here -
the three and & half brick stories mount up a stepped, Flemish style
gable, surmounted by a tower whicli"dominates the skyline of this street.

NORTH SIDE

The two low epartment houses (MNos. 173 & 175) at the corner of
Clinton Street were built in 1900 and illustrate the architectural
influence of the then recent World's Fair at Chicago in their eclec~
ticism. The twin curved bays at the front of No. 175 and at the Clinton
St. end of No. 173, rising in limestone four stories high, hark back
to Bullfinch's Federal style in Boston. No. 173 has classical swags ' '
and a semicircular pedinent at the roofline, while the two-story bay ' :
windows with their shingled effect and pointed tops derive from the
" Queen Anne style. The long Amity Street side of No. 173 is of Ramen
brick, relieved by stone bandcourses and a limestone first story with .
monumental decor centralized in its columnar e¢ntranceway. The handscme -~ - - <o
railings of both buildings have an intricate curving design developed '
from the Federal style. The apartment houses were designed for nine
families apiece by the architect Albert Parfitt, for Henry Roth. Their
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AMITY STREET (Nos. 154-198 &-163-211) Detw. Court & Clinton Sts.

+

low-height blends ldeally with thelr carllar hrick nelghbors on “both
51des of the street. .

No. 179 is an unusually interesting example of the French Second
Empire style as modified by Neo-Grec Adecorative motifs. It was built
in 1872-T3 es a residence for John Bhuster, who hed a successful marble
works on the block to the east of this Historic District. A high stoop
vith cast iron balustrades rises to a fine pair of carved wood outer
doors, set within an arched stone doorway. Surmounting the entrance
is an impressive pediment, supported by brackets, echoed in the Land-
some pedimented windows of the high mansard. The roof cornice below
the mansard rests on a series of brackets. The triangular pendent, a
popular Neo-Gree motif, is displayed at ell levels.of the house, The
areaway railing has a fine’ geometrlc deslgn of the period.

“The pair {Nos. 187-189) and ad301n1ng trlplets (Hoa 191-195) form
an interesting fomily hlstory, architecturally. William H. Hays .
(or Hayes), shlpnastcr, purchased all the lots.in 1847, and immediately
built the pair in the Gothic Revival style and moved into one of them.
Still remaining of this style is the ironwork with pointed Gothic motif,
noteworthy in its intricate and delicate splendor. The other house was .
the home of Hays' daughter Annie, wife of the dry goods merchant, Ira
Smith, Jr. The other three houses {Nos. 191-195) wer¢ built by Annie
and her sister Sarah wife of Frederick A. Blossom, a New York navsl

stores broker who moved into No. 193 in 1855. Anglo-Italianate in style, .

the central projecting dwelling is crowned by a pediment which unified
the threc before the roof cornices were removed from the flanking
houses. The handsome rustication of tlie entrance floor and a bit of
the ironwork are retained at Nog. 193 and 195. ‘The original windows
at the upper stories of No. 191 arc interestingly divided by. a central
mullion into two sections, which are arched at the second story.

Winston Churchill’s mothtr, Jennie Jcrome was born on January 9,
1854 in the Greek Revival house, No. 197. Acecrding to newly corre-
lated sources (especially the Perris fire insurance map of 1855,
Rode's New York City directory of 185k, and Ralph G. Martin's life of
Jennie), her father Leonard Jerome resided at the leased house then
known as No« 8 Amity and now as Bo. 197. The house was built in 1849
for Jemes A. Degrav, shlp—chandler Unfortunately the facade is now = -
hidden by a modern simuleted stone veneer. _Rena1n1ng from the Jerome
period is the handsome early  Greek Tevival wrought ironwork at the
stoop, swirling around cest iron newel posts. Similar ironwork is ‘
seen nearby at Ncs. 201 and 203. SR

+ g

AMITY STRERE (Mos. 110152 & only 123.-161) Bétw. Clinton & Hénry Sts;

This pleasant tree-lined street retoains the ntmosphvre of its
original private residences, though many of the aettrective rows of
three or four-story masonry houses have beon discreetly convertéd to-
apartments., At the corners of the blocks the generally uniform height
of the houses is not much changed, as is so often the case. Brick
predonlnntcs in this block and, in its vnrv1ng uses, blends, harmonious.-

1y with this residential neighhorhoed. = The essential spirit of this _
street belongs to the third quarter of the 19th century. The eerliest
* house (No. 124) dates from a slightly ecarlier period, as is apparent
from the handsome Greek Revivel ironvork of its areaway railing.

SOUTH SIDE

At thc aouth corner of Clinton and hn1ty qtruuts stands St. Mory
the Virgin (R.C.) Church (dpscribad under Wo. 238..2L2 Clinton utrect)

wl2-
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AMITY STREET (Nos. 110-152 & only 123-161) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

Intended; when built in 1922, as the. basement for a future church,

_ hence only one. story high, its general design and muted gray brick does
_ not conflict with the dwellings on the block .

A row of nine brownstone houses with high stoops {Nos. 126-142) waa“.

erected in the early 1850s and establishes the quelity of the south

. side of the street. These houses have thc typical round-arched inper

doorways of the Italianate style. The original roof cornices, retained
by Nos. 130, 132, 13k, 140 and 142 have modillions between very long
paired brackets. At No. 142 have been. edded elaborate Neo-Grec baluse

“trades and newel postq at the stoop. William Beard, a well—known con-—

tractor of New York and Brooklyn, was their builder. He is best known
as the builder and co-owner of the important Erie Basin and of the -
Atlantic Besin on the harbor, not far from Cobble Hill.

The handsoné French Second Empire house (No. 130) in ‘this,

Italianate row is one of the most interesting on Cobble Hill: Its wide .

stoop and iron balustrades sweep out graciously to meet octagonal

Ipaneled newels, of which the left one is the original. The basement
" 'ig rusticated and the parlor floor windows above it are graced by

delicate foliate brackets under the cornices of their lintels eand by
individual stone balconies with balusters. The foliate ‘brackets of
the doorway, similar to those at No. 134 of this row, are now unfor-
tunately covered with smooth stucco. In-1862 this house was purchased
by Cornelius J. Sprague for his residence. He was a merchant on

Pearl Street who was on the first Board of Commissioners for the
leying out of Prospect Park. It wes this Board which sclected =
Olmsted and Vaux as the landscape architéqts. Undoubtedly it was
Sprague who added the outstanding mansard roof to No. 130 with its
large dormer windows crowned by low arched pediments; its graceful - =
iron roof cresting is still silhouetted agerinst the sky. Also belong-
ing to this French Empire period sre the outstandingly beautiful inner
and outer double doors with arched tranaoms which have claborate
carvings executed in high relief and are unframed by twisted moldings
of floral design. o _ : P

The two westernmost houses tell a different story. Wo. 124 ig the
earllest house on the street, bulilt at mid-century of brick with stone
trim. The originel contrast of materials is now lost as the entire |
facade has been paintcd gray. This house is transitional in charac- =
ter as shown by the stone doorway, the diminutive cornices over the
window lintels and the splendid ironwork at the areawey which are

. Greck Revival, while the unusual srabesque motifs in iron, at ench

step of the stoop. and the round-arched doors are Italianate. The
adjoining house (No. 122), built in 1855-60 retains as an indication

of its original Italianatc style the eegmental -arched openings of its :'

windows end entrance end the carved enframement of its outer doorway.
It is now used as a clinie. C

The richly adorned red brick bullding, with qtone and terra cotta
trim, at Ho. 110 Amity Street (eouthoast corner of Henry Street) is
the Dudley Memorial, erected in 1902. Both in ite style, ech01ng
that of a small French Reneissance palace, and in its thr;e-story
height, this building blends well with the residential character "of |
the block. Queins of masonry and the rich trim around the windows,
adorned with swegs, find special emphasis at the central tier above
the entrance. . The cloborately bracketed roof cornice is of sheet-
metal printed to simulate stone. A small loggla, with unfluted Doric
columns, is set back on the roof deck. The.Dudley Memorial was de-

signcd as o student nurses home by William C. Hough, a New York archi-

tect, for Henry W. Maxwell who planned it as a gift to the Long Islend
Colloge Hospital, in memory of its- or1ginal Council member, Dr. Willien

H. Dudley. The Dudley Memorial now serves. as a Pediatric Disabilities °
Center. . . : : o - -

T
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AMITY STREET (Ncs. 110-152 & only 123-161} Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

NORTH SIDE

At the northeast cnd, the Historic District starts with a greensward
(Nos. 123-127), which complementr th: open space across the street. ‘

Most- of the houses on the north-side of the: strect vere designed
in the Neo-Grec style, so popular vhen they were built, between the
years 1875 and 1881. Many varistions in the design of this style are
displeyed here. The triangular bay window, four stories high, at No.
11, is particularly notable. The three houses, Hog. 129-133 are all
that-remain of & row of ten which originally extended to the Henry
Street corner.

The earliest houses on the north side ere & pair near mid-block
(Nos. 137~139}, built in the late 1850s in the Italianate style.
Typical is the thick central muntin of the window sash, still extant
at No. 137. The curved Italianate ironwork is algo to be seen ‘at No,
137 in an unusually elaborate desige at stoop, areaway and at the

balconies of both parlor wintows, Unusuzl jigsaw rotifs of wood adorn
the fascies of the ronf crrnices =t both housges.

A row of six narrow Neo-Grec houses with mansard roofs (Nos. 143~
153) illustrate their original appearance with high stoops and iron
balustrades rising to meet their dignified and elaborate stone door-
ways. The original double entrance doors, with panels and an in-
teresting boss motif, may be secn at No. 1h3. The roof cornice of
ecach house is supported by a series of brackets of delicate Heo--Grec
design. The row's originel mansard roofs have hexagonal tiles, which
give it & textural quality, and elsc handsome pedimented dormer win..
dows. At No. 147 is an unusuwally successful alteration to basement
entrance. This row was built in 1875.76 by E. L. Patchen. He was a
member of the Patchen family who were such prominent landowners on
Cobble Hill in the earlier part of the centurv. -

The most recently bullt houses on the north sidc are at the
eastern end of the street and are built of brick. UNo. 155, erected
in 1903, 4s very retardataire with its Quéen Anne style windows that
were populaer two decades earlier. It has a pair of two-story poly-
gonal bay windows of wood, supported on stone corbels of basket.-like
form, decorated with cartouche designs,

Adjoining it stands a fine corner town house (deséribed wnder
No. 236 Clinton Street) which on its fmity Street side presents a low
gable, with centrel arched window, and also bay windows. Horizontal
stone bandeourses lend it an appearance of strength, while gtained
glass transoms above thé windows, such as mey be .seen at ¥o. 155, give
it an eir of costly elegance. C

Al
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ATLANTIC_AVENUE

Intimately connected with the story of Cobble Hill is Atlantic Avenue.
In fact, the famous conicel-shaped hill "Ponkiesbergh” or "Cobble Hill"’
of Revolutionary renown, where the fort once stood, is now the approximate
site of the South Brooklyn Savings Bank, at the corner of Court Street.

District Street fermed the southernmost'boundary of The Village of
Brooklyn, as incorporated in 1816. Later the name was changed to Atlantic
Street of shopping fame and still later to Atlantic Avenue.

The land south of Jorelemon's Lane, now Jorelemon Street, was generally

known as South Brooklyn and included the land surrounding present-day
Atlantic Avenue. Here, at the East River end of the Avenue, were the -
Livingston properties and that of Ralph Patchen. Patchen's farm was

later subdivided and Charles Hoyt acquired much property along the Avenue.

The atory of the phenomenal growth end development of SOuth Brooklyn,
Atlantic Street and the Cobble Hill neighborhood is inextricably linked
with the introduction of ferry service to New York. As early as 1825,
Charles Hoyt, a locsl resident, and his business associates who were .
active in the development of South Brooklyn, particularly along Atlantic
Street, petitioned the Corporatioh of the City of New York to establish
6 ferry service between Old Slip, Manhattan, and the Joralemon Street
Dock in Brooklyn. This move was vigorously opposed by the landholders
of Manhattan who feared that the opening up of Brooklyn for real estate
development would endanger the value of their own lots. They contended
that a previous agreement with the Town of Brooklyn forbade the estab-
lishment of any service south of the Fulton Street Ferry. Finally, in
1833, it was propcsed that with the payment of $%,000 per annum & ferry
could be built south of Fulton Ferry. At this point, & new objection
was brought up, the predecessor of today's Non-Resident Income Tax. It

' was announced thet né additional ferry service could be even contemplated
until the tax law should be so altered as to tax the inhabitants of
Brooklyn, doing business in that City, upon thelr personal capital in’
the City of New York

' In 1834, Brooklyn was incorporated as e city and in September of
the following year a lease was granted for ferry service from Whitehall
Slip, Wew York, to Atlantic Street in Brooklyn at a yearly rental of
$1,000.00. The South Ferry was not put in service, however, until 16

Moy 1836. At the same time, a new railroad to Jamaica had been authorized -

to use Atlantic Street as early as September 183h4, but service on the )
Jamaica Rallroad vwés not inaugurated until January 1836. The establish-~
ment of railroad service from Long. Island and of ferry service to '
Manhattan made possible the delivery of produce from rursl Long Island

to outlets in the markets of New York. The new ferry alsc provided

easy commutation to Manhatten for residents of Cobble Hill and, con-
versely, introduced as new landowners residents of New York who welcomed
the opening up of a new suburb where they could afford te buy, build,

or rent a home. .

The western portion of Atlantic Avenue, from Court Street to the
harbor, became one of the finest cormercial arcas in Brooklyn in the
early 18408 through the 1880s. - Here was a fine bank, & large dry-goods
esteblishment and many small shops. We are apt to think of Fulton
Street as the main fsshionsble shopping center of Brooklyn, yet we are’
reminded by Jemes H. Callender in his book, Yesterdays in Brooklyn
Heights (1927 ), how importent some of the stores on Atlentic Avenue
were: '‘Something quite unigue in our community were the Saturdey morn-
ing gatherings at Journeay and Burnham's, the dry goods shop on
Atlentic Avenue, where all the ladies from Brooklyn Helghts went with
their shiny black shopping books, in which the week's purchases were
written up. This was all sccomplished under the genial gupervision of
Mr. Burnham, who constituted himself e reception committee on these
occaslions, the more retiring Mr. Journeay remaining safely in the back-
~ ground. No store ever offered finer wares than this emporium..." By

the early 18908 this delightful store had moved to Flatbush Avenue
near Fulton Street, as did so many others, giving way to the furniture

~15-
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stores, small shops and werehouses we see today. Nevertheless, a fine -
bank and much interesting architecture remains on this broad sunny
thoroughfare to remind us that the old Atlantic Avenue is now in a po-
sition to join in the current renaissance of the Cobble Hlll Historice
District.

ATLANTIC AVENUE {(Nos. 158-206) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

Occupying a conspicuous corner site, at the intersection of
Atlantic Avenue and Court Street, is the handsome South Brooklyn
Savings Bank (described under Nos. 128-130 Court Street). Separated
from it by an open lot and a new one-story store, stands a handsome
four-story commercial building (No. 180) with cast iron front, built
in 1873 for M. Spader. Everything in this building is.orlglnal eX-~ .
cept the store front itself, set within the original end posts and with
Neo-Grec bracketed cornice above. The three windows at each floor are
separated by smooth pilasters which rise thfough three stories, inter-
rupted only by small beaded bands above the window lintels, The arched
corbels, vhich form the shoulders of the window lintels at the two
~upper floors, provide a rich crowning featuré. The Neo-Grec design of

the roof cornice is typicel of the period. '

The ad)oining five buildings (Nos, 170-178) are a2ll that remains
of a fine residential row of eight Gothic Revival houses erected in
1846 for Elizebeth Rapeleye. By 1860, three of the houses were al-
ready semi-commercial properties, with stores, reflecting the changing
character of the street. Nos. 170-1Th still retain traces of their
Gothic Revival lebel -moldings above the window lintels, now shaved
until they are flush with the wall. The original three-story height
is still retained at the two end houses of the row and two houses
still have stoops

A large, handsome, commercial bullding of brick with brownstone
trim at Nos. 16L.168 bears thé date 1859 in'its low geble. This is
somevhat misleading, since the structure is actually composed of two
gsections built at different times, united by similar bracketed roof
corncies: No. 166-168 was erected in 1856-60, while No. 164 was not
built until 1864, The structure, designed in a simplified version of
the Italianate style, has a quiet dignity enhanced by the central gable
of the larger wnit, the bracketed roof cornices and the stone quoins.
A nore sppropriate store front might have been designed for this fine.
building hed it then been under th& contols of an Historie District.

On the corner of Clinton Street still stands the original home of
the South Brooklyn Savings Bank, now housed in the fine Italian
Renaissance style building at the other end of the block (deseribed
under Nos. 128-130 Court Street ). Though stripped of its once hand-
some roof balustrade and remodeled beyend recognition at ground floor
level, the original leo-Grec bank building of 12871 gtill retains much
of its noble vigor. It was designed by E. L. Roberts and was built .
of Tuckahoe marble; its interiors werc reputedly finished with rate _
marbles and handsome black walnut woodwork. The vault was constructed
of granite hlocke mortised out to recelve cannon balls between cach
pair so that the stones could not be forced out of elignment without-
demolishing the entire wall. The building was described as z "land~
mark" in what was then the leading retail section of Brooklyn. Its
once fine facade, now defaced by fire escapes, formerly contained,
above a high basement, an imposing central doorway flanked by columns
that supported the bajcony of a pedimented window which was also en-
framed by colwms. The central windows on the third and fourth floors
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ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 158-206) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

were variants of the Palladian theme, with paneled pilasters an each
gide. The building was strikingly crowned by a pedimental feature
set sbove the balustrade which once adorned the roof. . Early. photo-
graphs show us what we have lost through a succession of degrading
alterations, : :

ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 112-156) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

The narrow corner build1ng, No. 156 extends halfway down the block"
on Clinton Street. Brick-faced on this side and trimmed with stone
quoins, the Atlantic Avenue front is given importance by its stone
veneer and by quoins. Erected before 1860, it replaced a small resi-

~ dence which still stood here in 1855, Despite alterations, the build-

ing still displays the segmental-arched window heads tvpical of the
Itelianate "~style. A new store front, though restrained in design,
is completely out of character wmth this rather elegant front. S

Adjoining To. 156 is & row, of ten vcry simple, four-story brick
houses (Nos. 136-15U4) built in three sections, each group progres<
dively lower to conform with the downward slope of the atreet., The
houses still retain their Greek Revival proportions and some typical
details. They were erected in 1848-52; their retention of the Greek
Revival style at this late date is typical of the conservatism of- .
many of the builders of Cobble Hill. Alone of the row, Nos. 152 and
154 stil) retain diminutive cap moldings at the windows of the second
and third floors. Except for Nos. 136, 138 and 150, all the buildings
still have their handsome roof cornices with brick fasciae. No, 140
is the only one to retain wodd panels under the parlor windows; else-
where, they have been bricked up. The row was originally built with
stores. Today these stores, with the exception of Nos. 138, 410 and
152, present a polyglot disarray of shapes and sizes and signs, no
two of which are alike. ¥n 1966-1967 Wo..13h was reduced to a one-
story building, the result of the razing of its two upper floors.

No. 130 is still a handsome building despite drastic elterations .
gt street level. Italimnate in style, this four-story brownstone of
the late 1850s has impressively pedimented windows and a bracketed,
dentiled roof cornice. Its air of dignity reflected its or131nal use
~--1t was the Brooklyn branch offlce of the City Bank now known .as .
the First National Clty Bank. : .

_ Next to it stand the fine stone-fronted buildings at Nos. 12h~
128 vhich once housed the lergest dry-goods store in the area,
Journeay & Burnham. In his History of Kings County (1884), Henry R.
Stiles wrote: "In 188k, Journeay & Burnham who had been clerks with
Hall (Brooklyn's first Jobber), opened a store on Atlentic Avenue,
end in 1851, removed to their present location at To. 126. They
began in a small way, with one salesman and cne boy, but now have over
two hundred employees. Their trade has always been confined to dry
goods alone.” They expanded their store on- Court Street and in 1879
erected a large ennex at the rear {(described under Wos . 121-125
Pacific Street). The Court Strect building, with a fine stone front,
has segmental-arched windows which retain their molded lintels at
the gsecond story. The building is quite similar to No. 156, at. the
Clinton Strect end of the block, but. is much grander. In style it
8till retains its Italianate flavor, tinged with French Second
Empire overtones., The ground floor still haa the large display wine.
dows, s0 well suited to their original purpose, supported on tall,
slender, square-shaped columns.

=17~
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ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 112.156) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

Nos, 120.-122, although remodeled beyond recognltlon, were also .
orlglnally erected in the mid~19th century. A gasoline filling sta-
tion occupies the cornmer at Henry Street and, with Historic District

.controls, might have been considerably improved in order to harmonize

with its surroundings.

ATLANTIC AVENUE (only Nos. 86-110) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

On the southwest corner of Henry Street and Atlantic Avenue
stands & large four-story structure (Nos. 108-110) built in the mid-
19th century with stores at street level. The overall gimplicity of
this many-windowed building is enhanced by its simple cornice of 190h,
vhen the windows were also replaced. Cast iron stars, representing -
the ends of iron tie-rods, enliven the plain wall surfaces. This
building has a very long front along the west side of Henry Street
with an entrance door (No. 316) et its southernmost end. Three fire.
escapes, twe on Henry Street, serve this building. .

Nos. 104 and 106 were built in 1876 for Louise C. Read and dis.-
play the quite cherming and then fashionable segmentel-arched window
heads. Unfortunately, the original roof cornices have been replaced
by low brick parapets. Two similar buildings {Nos. 100 and '102),

built in 1850 for Russell H. Nevins, . a New York broker and banker,‘

end Edward L. Frost, were later unified under a paneled cornice with
a centre]l swagged feature reflecting the new classicism which emerged
in the 1890s. The remodeled stores share a common cornice supported
by amall, evenly spacecd brackets. These fronts have been painted,
like g0 many of the others in the block, with their simple stone lin-
tels picked out in white. The muntined windowg Lave been replaced: by
single pane units. l

Among the best‘ppeserved buildings on the aﬁenue are Nos. 94.98,
also built in 1851-53 for Russell H. Nevins., Supporting the metal :

-roof cornice is the interestingly designed corbeled brickwork, remini-

gcent of the early phase of the Romanesque Revival. Most remarkable
are the stores, especially No. 98, whiéh remains virtually unchanged,
with twe shop windows united under a later 19th century, very fine,
Neo-Grec cornice.

The innate conservatiem of local builders is illustrated by the
adjoining buildings (Mos. 86-88, 90 and 92}, erected in 1851, They
still retain their egssentially Greek Revivel character in spite of the
addition of a fifth floor at No. 92. Although the ground floor stores
have had conventional windows with high sills substituted for the
origiral large show windows, the dentiled roof cornice and short brick
fascia, typical of the Greek Revival style, remain at No. 90.

The rest of the block is outside the Historic District. The build-

ings within the District still impart an interesting 19th century

ckeracter to this section of Atlantic Avenue as it slopes down to the

vaterfront, vhere a handsome little nansard~roofed ferry house once
closed the end of the avenue.

1
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BALTIC"STREET (Nes. 212-260 & 213-261) Butw, Ccurt = Clintcn Sts.

Thlq plexsant ru81dentia1 street displays a surprisingly unifcrm
appearance and, near the ends, the varicty of cne to five steries in
height. It emphasizes the almcst centinucus ccrnice-line and high stoeps
¢f the thres-stcry brick dwellinis of the mid-19th century. It is thus
interesting as an example ¢f cenfomity, <r planned unit develcpment by in-
dividual cwners and bullders. Of specicl interest, ¢n the scuth side near
Clinton Street, is a ccmplex cf three dwellings dosigned tc form a single
architectural unlt. The stecp pediment at its center acds piquancy tc the
skyline c¢f the bleck, Designed criginally as cne-family residences, mest
hcuses cn this street have undergene intericer alteraticns te form an apart-
ment at each flcer. The strectts Italian, Irish and Puertc Rlcan inhabi-
tents, many ¢f thom leng-tuerm, residents ¢ f CLbblc Hill, display pride in
their bleek and its imprcving trund,

SOUTH SIDE:

Ccmpariscn c¢f the three-stery houses ai the cerners <f Baltic and
Ccurt Strects emphasizes the lower preperticns and ecarlier dato ¢f the
hcuse cn the scuth cerner, It belengs tc¢ the late Greck Rovival pericd of .
the late 1840s and was designed for a stere at sidewalk level (d050r1b°d
under Ne. 232 Ccurt Strect), .

The Red Heck--Gowanus Health center (Nes. 2h8—250) riscs serenely_
abeve several private cno-car garages. The Center, five stcries high, is
censtructod o f stene in the elemn straightfc rward lincs typical <f its
1936 date, with deer details derived frem the French Expesiticn des Arts
Duccratifs.

A pair ¢f fivo-stcry apartment hcuses (Nes. 240-242), ¢f yollcw brick
with brownstoene trim, dates from 1891, Thev are gracad by their criginal
dcuble multi-paneled dCLrS and a classical rccf ccrnice,

The neighbering residencas ccmmence with a rew ¢f fiva (Nus. 230—233),_

enly ¢ne of which has been converted tc basement vntrance. Those brick .
hcuses f the early 1850s arc transiticnal in style, bullt accciuing. to the
same design as Ncs, 239-249 acrcss the way, and are discussed with them,

Of special architectural significance «n the scuth side is the fine
ccmplex of throe dwellings (Nos. 22L-228), designed as a single architoe- -
tural unit in the Anglc-Italianate style. Aocve a first stery of rustico-
ted bromstene, rise twe steries of brick with brewnstene trim, surmcunted
by a multi-bracketed rocf ccrnice with an intricate jigsaw mctif deccrating
the fascias. The central dwolling is omphasized by a slight fcrward pro-
jecticn and a pediment. This central wnit still retains within cach windew
cpening tho criginal central mullicn that scparates twe leng Italianate
windcws, which arc arched except at the firdt fleer. Alsc retained hore
are the ultra-lcng parlcr floor windcws, which rise. directly from the rve-
ticated brewnstene base. All three dccrways are squarcheaded and surrcunded
by rcpe meldings. The inner decrway at No, 226 is sot back in a vestibule
and is enframed By a spiral fcliate mclding. The interesting criginal arcis-.
way railing at tic right-hand hcuse has unfertunately been partially im-
bedded in ccnerete. Flanking mascnry of the typlcally lcw stocps ‘have re-
placed ircnwerk. This complex was hpparuntly built fer the develeper,

Anscn Blnkb, whe had beught the lcts, and can be dated abcut 185&-1856. :

' An ox-mplc «f inappreprinte medormisaticn’is seen at No. 222. A gray .
brick voncor with randem textured bricks new covors the entire facade in-
cluding a recf parapst. On tho basis ¢f the dcerway, it was cnce a transi-
ticnal style house ¢f arcund 1850, At the corner is the leng side of the
fcur=st(ry brick hcuse (describod undor No, 281 Clinten Struect).

L
L H
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BALTIC STREET (Nos. 212-260 & 213-261) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.
. [ ’.. -

NORTH SIDE: : : L

_ The two houses facing the western end of this street (Nos. 221-223)
together with the corner house (described under Nos. 271-279 Clinton
Street), represent the development in 1847 of his corner tract by Thomas’
Sullivan, owner and lecal builder, The Baltic Street houses retain their
fine Grock Revival ironwork at areaway and stoop including, at No. 221,
the original newel posts around which each stoop railing swirls, No. 223
retains the low stone pediment with stone molding over its doorway lintel.
No. 221 was origlnally only two stories high; the rooflines of both houses
have been raised and altered, A four-story light-colored brick apartment
housc of 1911 at No. 225, has decorations showing’ 013831ca1 influcnce of
its periods The architoct was Thomas Bennett. -

The remainder of the block (Nos. 227~253), up to Cowrt Street, is in
essence a row, built in the early 1850s cither singly or in groupse
They are three-story brick houscs with browmstone trim and bracketed
roof cornices. In the transitional style of-the period, they are basi-
cally early Italianate with some details surviving from the Greek Revival .
stylos The very attractive pair at Nos, 233-235, built 1851-52, is set
off by the hcautiful curved cast iron Italianate ironwork at stoop and
areaways. Earliest of the groups on this side, this pair, as would be
expectod displays the smaller proportions of its poriod, ahd has a brick
facing at the basement. Of the group of thrée on the left, No. 227 retains
Greek Revival sidelights flanking the front door., Two of this group have
rusticated krownstone hasements. Typically early Italia nate are the pro- .
jecting bhrownstone cornices supported on brackets over the doorways of all
five houses (Nos, 227-235)s The next house (Nd. 237), erocted 1853-5h by
the owner Ewout Van Scun, a stairbuilder, ia characterized by a distinc-
tive curvilinear cap molding of brownstone over its doorway 1int01, a de~
gign popular on Cobble Hill, ‘ :

The groups comprising Nos. 239-24% and Nos. 230-~238 across the stleet
were built in the early 18508 according to the same design. PBasically
early’ Italianate in style, the doorways are swmounted by low pedimontis,
reminiscent of the Greck Revival period, supported on Italianate trackets,
The distinctive carving of the brackets is best secn on.the south side and
also at No. 243, While there is an oécasional brick basement, the rustica-
ted 'basement predominates. The original beautifully paneled pair of front
doors 1s retained at No. 2hl. At the same house is scen the most complete
original curved Italianate ironwork -on the stoop and ot the areaway. This
ironwork is alse partly retaincd at No. 2h9 and, though noeding resettiug, ,
at No. 230. The graciousness of these rows. has boen thoughtlessly impaired
by the replacing of ‘so much of the ironwork with concrete walls. The last
two housos on the cast end (Nez, 251-053) have been covercd by a simulated
rough stone veneer, and only the lines of the uiadousmllﬂ remdiin to show’
that they were once part of the same long TOW.

The houso on the nerth cerner, was once pﬁrt of a row of the arly ‘

1850s on Court Street. Combined with a low extension of 1572, it now faces
Baltic $truct a5 No, 25% and has boen »omplotely 1cdesigued anictuceoed.

BALTIC STREET (Nos. 168-210 & 165-211) Retw. Clinton & Heﬁxy Sta.

This strect offers a pleascnt aiv eof demestic relaxaticn derdved frem
the 1elative homogeneity of rows of thrce and tour-story brick houses of
the mid-19th century. It alss offers the varioety and intcerest of different
styles and of an architect-designgd house that is sarly for Cobble Hill,
With corner storcs ond a schonl, it scums ‘like & self=-coutainced community.
YThe open school prlayground occupyiag about a third of the south side adds
to the feueling of sunshine and spﬂolou sness ol the gtrect.
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BALTIC STRIET (Nos. 168-210 & 165-211) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sta.

SCUTH SIDE

. Among the interesting features of the three and a half story brick
house on the corner {also described at No. 300 Clinton Street) is the gable
roofline over its lcng Baltic Street side,-a feature seldom seen to such
advantage. Built in the mid-1840s with a corner store at street level, the
Clinton Street facade is otherwise more characteristic of its Greek Revival
style.. Its two-story rear extension, added in 1900, is followed by a house’ .
(No. 202) that retains only its long parlor floor windows as ‘an indication ,
of its mid-19th century age.

The next four houses (Nos. 19h-200), of brick with brownstone trim and
basements, likewise have low gable rooflines at all but one. They retain a -
fine Greek Revival doorway at No, 200 and, at No., 198, a brick fascia and
dentiled roof comice. Added at No. 198 are 1nteresting dormer windows and
Queen Anne sunburst carvings over the basement windows. These four houses
are all that are left of a row of eleven houses, built by Jacob Carpenter,

a local carpenter, ‘before he went bankrupt in. '18L4.

The present large playground is followed by P.S. No. 29, formerly the
J. M. Harrigan Junior High School (described under Nos. h13—£31 Henry
Street), which was erected in 1918 at the end of the block.

NORTH SIDE

The thres brick houses at the Henry Strest corner (Nos, 165-169) were
originally part of a solid row of nine houses in Greek Revival style, ex-
tending through He. 181, The row, built in 1837 39, is now interrupted by
a mid-1960s house of the same size (No. 171).: Decorative features were ,
added to the pair at the cornor toward the end of the 19th century, in the
form of classical garlands on the rocf cornices and wreaths, and a sun-
burst over each doorway. : ‘

Of this row, No. 189 and Nos. 173-181 stlll show their Greek Revival
gimplicity; and being built in 1637-39 they répresent the earliest long row
on Cobble Hill. They arc unified by their continuous dentiled roof cornice
and all but No, 181 retain their dignified doorways flanked by s tone pilas-
ters supporting an entablature, Although No. 181 has boen converted to a
basement entrancs, it centinues in sympathy with the row through its Greek
Revival areaway railing. Stoops witit similar railings have been interest-
ingly adapted to the slight slope of the street with varying heights and
presence or absence of a stoop platform. No. 179 best represents the ori-
ginal appcarance with rusticated brownstone bascment and, at the foot of
the stoop, a pair of high circular stonc pedestals supporting tall iron
torcheres, of which the one at the left is still complute. No. 177 alene
retains its long parlor window openings. The development . of this long row
was initiated by Anson Blake, a wealthy merchant of Brooklyn who, finan-
cially embarrassed by the panic of 1837, mortgoged and then sold it in 1838
to Henry Winthrop Sargent, a merchent of Now York who finished tho houses.
This rcw of nine houses, when taxed in 1840 to Sargent, was occupicd by dif-
ferent tenants, The fact that there were throe tenants in one of ‘theso
houscs might indicate an early examplc of multi-family S0, Or MOrc 11kely a .
boardlng house.

The new houso at No. 171 that now inte1rupts this-Greek Revival row was
designed to simulate the Fedural style. Apparently the owner thought the
Cobble Hill community of urban housecs to be that ancient. . Had the controls
of the Commission bouen then in eficet, details. of ‘the dasign might have buen
more appropriately related to its surloundlngs.

Designed to meet different finaneial brackcts are threo houses (Nos,
185-189) crected in 1853~54 by Thomas S. Purdy, builder. Nos, 187 and 189,
only 15 and 15 fect wide, are still of brick, while No. 185 is 21 feet wide:
and has boen stuccosd. They aro unified by Italianate roof cornicos of the

same dosign, with simple wood brackets paired botween windows. The

o .,
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.189, this ironwork on the stoop has been partially imbedced in-concrete,

CH-HD

BALTIC STRAST (Nos. 168-210 & 165-211) Betw, Glinton 4 Henry Sts.

Italianate arched ironwork is retained by Ho..185 at both stoop and arca-
way and terminates at tall cast iron newol posts. The ironwork, of an un-
usuval design, has a ring at center of each s»pindle, Unfortunately at No.

Nos. 187 and 189 are unusual in having brick rusticated basements.

Typical of the late Groek Revival style of the 1840s is the ironwork
that sets off the next brick house (Mo, 191). Notico especially the caset
pattern of square prictifs at the base of the areaway railing, so distinct
from the fret motif of the row near Henry Strect. The pediments at the
parlor floor windows and doorway were added later in the cuntury as shown
by their incised foliate and rosette motifs of the Neo-Groc périod.

Cobble Hill is tho fortunate pessesscr of a row of Gothic Rovival
houscs at Nos. 193-20), of which No, 197 still displays the characteristic
drip or labcl moldinis over the windows and also over the doorway whore it
has an intoresting transitional pudimented shapo.,  The houses are of brick
with brownstone trim, and No, 195 rctains its rusticated bascment. One
house has lost its detailing and has been covered by 2 stucco finish simu-
lating brownstone; anothor has suffored a drastic chango in parlor windows,
which should ‘be flocr~length as they are in the othar houses. The entire’
row displays heautiful ironwork at arcaway and stoop, though unfcrtunatoly

~partially imbedded in cencretc at No. 197. The Gothic Revival ironwork is

of an unusual design with trefoil shaped curved tops and quatrefoil cen-
tral insorts. This rcw was accopted by Michacel Markey, a local carpenter
and builder who lived just outside the Distric¢t and purchased tho lots.in
1848. A licn of $129.15 placed in 1352 seems to indicato’ that the houses
wera. being erocted or were already finished. It is also evidence that -
builders could. function withcut much capital.- : T '

The handsomc flVﬁ-story brlck building at No. 203, which was dbﬁiSHOd
by Richard M. Upjohn, was c¢rcct.d in 1893 as an annex to the ccrner house
(discussw=d under Nc. 296 Clinten Street), built in 1842-43 fer his father,
the architect Richard Upjchn. -The son Richard M. Upjohn had dosigned the.
well known gntes of Greenwocd Cametery. This annex is Remanesque Revival.
in style, its lower storics have bold-faced stone bandcourses serving as
windew lintels, and tho triplc windows of its top story are encased in
large brick archss. A galvanized iron bay window extends up three storics.
Decoratvive fuoatures sympathstically continue some of the lines of the cri-
ginal corncr hcouse, In sharp centrast tc the overall ruggedness is the ex-
treme delicacy of the ironwerk both at the fire escapes and at the ontrance
to No, 203, with a marquec, which serves both buildings. ' Tho cornor house

had alre ndy buen converted to multi-family use before the annex was built,.

R

BALTIC STRZIT (Nos, 126-166 & 127-183) Butw/ Henry & Hicks Sts.

This strcet has a satisfying character and human scale, imparted by
the scone which changes frem four story buildings at the east end to threo
at centor and six sterios at the west ond, ond with hay windows, iren bal- °
ccnics and a turret as accents. The cntire bleck on the north side was the

" heme of Parmenus Johnson, whose farm extonded frem the. bay to Court Street,

and the Greek Revival heuse of his deughtor is tho earlicst surviving on
this strect. Scciclogically and architeeturally, tho most intercsting de-
velopment is at the west énd of this strect, where bcth small houscs and -
apartment buildings wero croctud fer the wurkinglclhésos in 1876-1879.

SQUTH SIDi
No. 156, a lew oxtension to tnu heuse at the Hunry Street ccrnor, hﬂs
an interssting bay windcw at the sceend stery and a Wec-Grec cernice cver

tho stcru windew and side dcor. Follewing this arc thred-stery housaes of
the early 1850s. 'No. 48 rotnins its criginal windew sash with heavy .-
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BALTIC STRET (Nos. 126-166 & 127-163) Botw. Henry x Hicks Sts.

central muntin; No, 14$ has its splundidly crnato Italiasnate ircnwerk at
both stoop and areaway; and No. 1h2 has handscme early windews with deli-
cate muntins and an unusual rocf cornice with classical heads at the basc
of each brocket.  The six-stery brick apartment buildings, Nes. 126, 13-
136 and 133-140, built in 1876-77, arc part ¢f the carlicst sccticns of

A. T. White's hcusing devolcpment for the werking classes (describod umder
Nos. L39-LLS Hicks Street), On tho Baltic Stroet side are bay windews:

that rise cn center at alternate flcecrs,

NCRTH SIDE

The six-story brick apartment buildings, with entry at No. 129, were,
built in 1878-79 as part of A. T. White's devclopment for the werking
classes (describod under Nos. L17-435 Hicks Street).  The Baltic Strect
sidc is ¢nlivened by metal balecnies beth under windows and botween pro-
jecting secticns. Twin houses throe storics high (Nos, 139-141 and Nes.
15-147) flank cither side of the privato court known as Warren Place and
are likewise part of A. T. White's dovelopment for the working classes
(described under Warren Place). Their brick bays rise from the foundation
of the basement up tc the rocfline, Thuse hcuses aro enlivencd by a hand- - -
some use of crnamental brickwerk. The paired stocps and arcaways are on-=

hanced by arched ircnweork which ahows Italienate influcnce. -

Sot back frem the sidowalk is tho cnly carly hcuse on the stroet (Ne.
1U$), built in tho Gruck Revival style with fine ircnwork at the stocp and
areaway. It was the home ¢f Cornelius B, Bergen, a Fulton Stroet greeer,
and ¢f his wife Catherine, whom he had marricd in 1836, It was doeded te
hor cight ycars lator by hor father, Parmenus Johnscn. It was Jobmscnts
heirs whe in 1877 sold the wost twc—-thirds ¢f the blcek to Alfred T, White
fcr his heusing develepmente Noo 149 was ence only two and a half stories
high, as indicated by the brick fasecia above the second flocr windows.

It still rot~ins its vory handsane inner decrway; here its pilasters are
ercwned with palmettc capitals which are emphasized abeve by encircled stars -
on the deccrated transcm bar. In varicus parts cf the facade, the beauty cf
this stylc has boen necdlessly harmed by effcrts to mcedernize the housc,

Belongling tc tne late, 19th cuntury ar¢ the lost two apartment hcusos
cn the blecks, Nec, 151, built in 1888 tc hcusc eight families, intorest-
ingly expresscs thoe Romancsque Revival style in its large rcund arches cf .

radial brick, Those arch.s mre¢ echced at the middie cf the corner spart-
ment hcusd (Nc. 159) which alse has a tier of pancled sheotmutwl bay
windcws rising through the upper steries.

w23~
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CHEEVER PLACE (Nos., 1-61 & 2-63) Betw, Degraw & Kane Sts.

This residential street has the "long vista” of uniformity, as it
is composed almost entirely of three-story brick houses of the 1850s
built in short rows. The human quality and charm of this street are de-
rived from this uniform low height, from the simple straightforward ex- .
pression 6f the houses, .and also from the abundance of arched Italianate
ironwork, A feeling of openness is added by the garden ncar the north
end and by empty lots near the middle: 'There is a pair of very early
apartment houses in the southern portion of the sast side.

_ EAST SIDE

The pair of apartment houses at Nos. L3-S is of excepticnal interest
as one of New York City's early apartment buildings. Built in 1873 for
Thomas Clyne, they represent the then new fashionable mode of living on
one fleoor. They werc designed to form one architectural composition and .
are framed by stone quolns. BEach is four stories high and four windows e
wide, with a doorway litcrally squeczed in at the center between. the ' o
windows. Built of brick, they are. a retardataire expression of the L
Italianate style with segmental-arched lintels over all openings and with ST
large brackets supporting the roof cornices. _ L

To- the loft and to the right of this pair of apartment hpuaes, short S
and long rows of dignified houses extend the length of this blockfront. o
Offering slight variations of a simple Italianate style, thoir cham lies - -
in their straightforward expression and in.the arched ironwork, in differ- -
ent patterns, ‘on many of the stoops. A block like this is ospecially.
harmed when the handsome ironwork is romoved and too often replaced by
over-heavy stucco walls for the stoops (as at Nos. 23, 27, 37, 55 and- 59)
and even worse when a simulated stone vencer is added (as at Nos. 27 and
29)s It is through guiding the design of details such as this that the |
Commission can be-of aid in retaining charm and character. No. 53 also .
has attractive guard rails at its parlor windows. . Most of these houses
still have above their doorways a corniced slch supported by brackets,
long or short, carved -or simple. Corniced pediments, however, appear at
the two southurnmost housus, of which No. 57 rctains all its gracious de-
tail. At thc north end of tho strect, a simpler lower row of houses re-
tains low stoops with the original ironwork (at Nos. 11-15) and also
unusually deop platforms which unhance their usefulness for outdoor
sitting.

WEST SIDE

The handsome Greck Revival house at No. 12 stands out in this stroet
bocause of its difforont stylc. Together with No. 10, they are the
carliest houses on this stroot, built about 1839 for Ann Cortelyou and
Benjamin Curtis, respectively, for reéftal income. The dignified beauty
of its outer stone ‘doorway, with erignged fluted Doric columns supporting
an untahlaturo, is enhanced by the pancled, stupped wing walls of the
stoop. The inner doorwey (with sidulights covered), the rusticated base- -
ment, the arcaway railing and the dentiled roef cornice are likewise ro-
tained. The tragedy of thoughtless repair work is apparent at No. 10
which has lost its character behind a simulated brick veneer. At No. 1h
the handsome Graok Revival inner doorway witn sidu lights is enhancod by
the graceful rnlling at the stoop.

An interosting Anglo-Italianate row of narrow houses. at Nos. 16-
retains vestigus of its oriminal style including a handsome entrance floor’
of rusticated stone pierced hy round-arched oponings for deorway and
window, The window lintels in the brick upner floors at Ne. 16 have
segmentol-arched cornices of varying dusign, while the roof cernicoe reats
on vary long brackets. The low stoop has sturdy 1rchcd Itnliqnato hand~
railings at Wos. 13 nnd 20,

Originally onc of a pair, No. 30 is a Noo-Graoc ap1rtmunt heouse built
in 1834, Four stcriss high and the tallest building on tho block, it was
designed by M. J. Morrill for Thomas Moran., ‘The brick facade contrasts.
with tho light-cclored stone lintels and tae bandcourses usually associatod

o
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CHEEVER PLACE (Nos. 1=-61 % 2-63) Botw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

with this’ stylo. The architoct succesded in introducing the central
deorway by drawing together under a double lintol the two windows that
flank it on c1ch side, |

Tho southern part cof the block repeats the Itdlianate theme of the
east side of tho struct, with more original handrailings rcmaining at the’
stoops. Nos, 48 and &l retain their original rusticatod brownstone base~
ments, ' , o ' '

2 S
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CLINTON STRZET (Nos. 185-199 & 204-220) Betw. Pacific St. & Atlantic Ave.
" . . \\.. . .

The increased size and height of so many of the buildings on this
bleck mark the transition from a residential area to a commercial dis-
trict on Atlantic Avenue. Only the east side retains the familiar ap-
pearance of the Cobble Hill residential district. Just north of the,
houses, a bold commercial structure towers over them. On the west side,
at the Atlantic Street corner, a deep commercial building occupies almost
one-half the block, while two large apartment houses fill most of the
rest, extending through to the Pacific Street corner. " A narrow apartment
houss fills the space between these two buildings, ' :

EAST SIDE

Of the three~-story row of four town houses built for the merchant
Samuel Richard St, John in 1856-57, only Nos. 197 and 199 at the Pacific
Street corner still retain their Italianate character. Typical of this "
mid-19th century style are the high stoops, round and segmental~-arched
openings, flcor-length parlor windows, with little corbeled feet under -
the upper story windows, and the bracketed roof cornices. The handsome
round-arched docrway at No. 199, surmounted by a dignified arched pedi-
ment supported on finely carved brackets, is an unusually fine example of
the Italianate style in Cobble Hill., It is unfortunate that the basement
story of this row, originally rusticated, has been smcoth-stuccoed. The
large building (Nos. 185~191) at the north end of the struet, origlnally
built as a bank, is a fine example of commercial architecture of the
early 1870s (described under Nos, 158-162 Atlantic Avenue),

WEST SIDE

A narrow apartment house fills the spacé betweon the corner commer-’
cial building (No. 156 Atlantic Avenue) and the two apartment honses
(Nos. 214-220) which extend around the corner on Pacific Street. De~
signed with a unificd facade by H. W. Billard for Michael McGuire, they
were both erected in 1892. Although a stepped roof parapet now has re-
placed the original cornices, the buildings nonctheless still display
many typical foatures of the 1890s, a period when tho emergent classical
decoration had not always frecd itself from the rugged stonework of the
Romanesque Revival style. These buildings are good examples of that
transitional period. The sheetmetal bay windows were introduced to bring
more light and air into the apartments and to énliven the surface of the
building. Thc entrance door on Clinton Stract, flanked by stubby pilas-
ters, is deoply recessed under a round-arched doorway emphasized by
carved stones and surmowited by a pediment.- This design is ropeated at
the entrance of the corner building at No, 147 Pacific Stroet.

CLINTGN STREEI (Nos. 201-217 & 222-238) Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts, |

This short street, lined with troes on the west side, has the wammth
and scale of a quict 19th century residential neighborhood. With all the
stoops intact cn the west side of the strect, an atbractive and varied
array of ironwork greets the eye as one looks northward,

EAST SIDé

Tho thrze handsome limestone apartment houses at the Amity Street
end of the block, with ontrances at Nos., 209 and 211 Clinton and No, 173
Anity Struets, crcate an intercsting and varied composition--largely the
result of the curving bays which oxtond through all four stories. The
buildings were erected in 1900 on the site of the South Brooklyn
Presbyterian Church, and wore designed by Albert Parfitt for Henry Roth.
These apartment houses roveal the advent of the now clasalcism in thoir
rich cornices and ontrances with swagged entablaturcs supported on columns.
The areaway railings and handrailings at one of the stoops have dolicate
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CLINICN STRiuT (Wes. 201-217 & 222-236) " Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts.

curvilifcar designs.  The row of four houses of the early 1850s adjoin-
ing (Nos, 201-207) is a stark contrast to the ncighboring apartment
houses. All ornament has been removed and, in'the case of tho two near .
"the Pacific Street corner, the fronts have been vencerced with simulated
stone--altorations which completely destroy their mid-19th century charac-
tero B ’ : ' .

WEST SIDE

No. 222, at the corner of Pacific Streut,‘is the most attractive
houso of a row of thrae erected in 1847-L8 planned by Asa Stebbins, .archi-
tect of Brocklyn. Transiticnal in style from Greck Revival to Italianate,
No, 222 retains its particularly handsome cast iron Italianate handrail-
ings at the stoop. No, 226, by contrast; has Gothic¢ Revival ironwork
handrailings and drip mold at the doorway. The neighboring houses, Nos,
228 and 230, werc built a few yoars later, in 1852-53, and have paired cn-
trance doorways. No, 228 is an Italianate residence with a facade of
brownstone vencer in contrast to No. 230, a Greek Revival brick house with
brownstone trim. No, 232, erocted in 187k, 1s a remarkably distinguished
residonce of brick with stone trim. Its cntrance and balustered stoop re-
call French Second Empire protetypes. The two dignificd lato Victirian
housss next to tho corner of Amity Streot, Nos. 234 and 236, were built
even later, in 133L, from designs by Frod Lockwood. With their heavy roof
cernices, stone bandcourscs, crisply dotailed stonc window lintels carricd
en brackets, and rusticated rough-stone basuments, they display the
stylistic characturistics of this clegant poriod. The entrance doors have.
cernice glabs carried on sturdy brackets. and some fine but simple ironwork
remains at the hendrailings of the stocps and at the areaways.

CLINTON SYREEL (Nos. 219-235 & 238-25L) Botw. Congress & Amity Sts.

This pluasant, trce-lined strect is distinguished by the presence of
imposing town houses at three of the four corners. Therc is a pleasing
variety in the sizes and helights of the hcuses on both sides of the strapt. '

. EAST SIDE

The large three-story brick residence with brewnstone trim at the |
cornor cf Congress Strest {MNos. 185 Congross and 235 Clinton Streets) was
built in the 18L0s as thc homo of a daughter ¢f Rebourt Fex, wife of tho
shipmaster, Japtain Isaac Brower. It is new tho Ceonvent for. the Sistors:
cf Charity cf St, Paul's R.C. Church nearby. It has a recar yard with
treos, This dignified building was originally Groek Revival in style.

Later in the 19th century it ncquired intoresting Neo-Groc podimented ldn-
tels and, on the Congross Strect side, roctangular bay windows with
stained glass.

Nos. 233 and 233%, narrow twin houses of 1889, of which only one ro- -
tains ite high steep, are unusucl in having gables facing the strect. The
next three Houses, erected in the mid-19th century, have been much altered
but No. 229 retains its Italianate handrailings at the high stcop and
curvilinear brownstong lintels over both the dntrance deor and parlor flecr
windows, ' . : ' - '

No. 219, at the Amity Struet corner, is without a2 doubt the most im-
posing prepoerty in the Ccbblc Hill Histerde District. In a contury and a
quarter cf uxistonce, this large hcusc, sot in ample grounds planted with
trees and shrubs, has been the residence of cnly threo families. The
original, much smaller, hcuse was built in 1845 in the Groock Revival
pericd as the suburban heme cf Abraham J, S. Degraw, a wealthy New Yerk
cemmission merchant. His father, Jehn W. Degraw, alsc a commissicn
morchant and president ¢f the Brecklyn Herticultural Sccicety, also lived
heree The original brick dwelling was an average-size house, Greck Re-
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CLINTON STRET (Wos. 219-235 & 238~25L4) Betw, Congress & Amity Sts.

vival in style, as is still evident from the proportions and spacing of
the windows and the very handsome wrought iron railing enclosing the _
house on both the Clinton and Amity Street sides. The castings of recti-
lincar design are typical of the Greek Revival style of ths later 1840s.
The housc was enlarged ‘and completely redesigned in 1890-91 by the archi-
tectural firmm of D'Ocench & Simon for.the second owners of the house, Laura
E. and Ralph L. Cutter, both New Englanders. Mr. Cutter was a successful =
dry goods merchant in Now York and treasurcr of tho First Presbyterian -~ - .
Church on Henry Strect nearby., It was this alteration of the 1890s which -
gave to the house its rugged Romenesque flavor at strect level and the
Flemish stepped gables rising picturesquely above the formmer roofline. At
the samo time, the building was extended toward the rear of the lot; a

tower was built, scrved by the first electric passenger elovator in 2
private dwelling in Brooklyn; and the bold-faced brownstone stoop-and -
facing of the basement were added. This stoop, . leading to an:enclosed
entrance doorway, was placed sideways across tho front of the house, :
giving it greater importance and adding dignity to the house, The present
owner, A. N.:Saab, who purchased the property from Mrs. Cutter in 192L, '
has wisely maintained the exterior of the house unchanged and continucs

to enjoy a fine view of the harbor and the Vcrrazano bridgo from the tower.r-

HEST SIDE

At the corner of Amity Streot (Nos, 238-2L42 Clinton Struvt) stands
St. Mary the Virgin. In 1922, when the gray brick foundations and first
story, laid in Flemish bond, were built, they werc intended as the base-
ment for a taller structure. This church now serves tho older residents
of the Syrian community, but was nevor completod because the parish de-
cided to acquirc instead the former Congregational Church of the Pllgrims,
designed by Richard Upjohn, at the corner of Henry and Remsen Streotss
which was renamed Qur Lady of Lebanon., At St. Mary the Virgin, stone trim
omphasizes the two round-arched doorways in the projecting bays at each
side of the facade and handsome double wood doors with multiplc panels,
surmounted by a lunette with stained glass, lead into the church. A high
iron fence, adorned with little openwork canopy motifs alturnnting with
acorns, surrounds the bullding. :

Two hous»s of the 18h05, at mid-block, still have their original
Oreck Rovival wrought iron handrailings at the stoops. At the corner of
Congress Streot (Nos, 183 Congress and 254 Clinton Streets) stands an im-
posing tcwn house of the mid-19th century. It retains its Greck Revival
proporvions. The long side, on Clinton Stre et is stepped up to meet the
typically 1ow-pitchud roof. ; :

CLINTON STREST (Nos. 237-259 & 26&—278)_ Betw; Warron & Congress Sts.

The sections of Clinton Struet north of Verandah Place, which bisects
beth sides of the street, have a particularly interesting history. 'On the
east side, e large medern apartment house (described under Nos. 198-2
Congress Street) occupies the site of tho Roman Catholic Orphan Asyium and
Industrial Scheol for Girls., The west side, now occupied by Cobble Hill
Park, was the site of the Sccond Unitarian Church (1857-58) which stood at
the corner of Clinton and Congress Streets. Affccticnatsly known as .
"Church of the Holy Tu:tle," it was designed by J. Wruy Mould in the early
Romanaesque Revival style. "It was a low building with a small frame en-

_ trance porch, round-arched windows and a tower at the west ond, The build- .

ing of a Unitarian church scrves as a reminder 'of tho influx of New ..
Englanders te Breoklyn and, indecd, its first pastor was Samucl Longfollow,
a brother of the poot and a leading abolishionist. For many years, the

Seeond Unitarian Church served as an impertant cultural center in the City. .
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CLINTON STREET (Wos. 237-259 & 264-278) Betw. Warren & Congress Sts.

EAST SIDE

The seven brick residences between Verandah Place and thz corner of .
Warren Street were eracted.as a three-story row botween 16849-52 as part
of the development of the area by John Greacen, a prominent landowner in
Cobble Hill and India rubbur manufacturer in Manhattan. The houses are
fine oxamplos of an interesting transitional phase in the stylistic de-
velopment of the mld-19th century, echeing the' Greck.Revival.stylo €f
the 18L0s and heralding the incoming Italianate, Grock Revival influence
may be felt in the general proportions of the hOUSuS and in such archi~
tectural details as tho short faseia under the roof cernices, as at Nos,
255 and 257, and the triangular cap molding over the parlor flocr windows
at No., 255 and at the deorway of No. 249. Italianate irenwork has been
retained at throe houses (Nos. 249, 255 and 257) and curvilinéar pediments
appear over the doorway and parlor floor windows at No, 253. The handsome
corner house, No., 259, given.in 1851 by John Greacen tc his daughter, is
now almost deuble its original size and is an ‘apartment house, During the
latteor part of the 19th contury it was extended to the roear .of the lot and
surrounded by a handseme arsaway railing, Impressive pedimorited cornices
were added above all tho windows at the same timo tho sido facing Warren
Strest was completely redosigned. The windews are set in bays ¢f which
every othor cno projects from the building. The garlandod recof ccrnice is
an expressicn ¢f changes in taste at the turn ‘of the century. The proesent:
entrance t¢ the house, flanked by nco-Fedueral oval windecws and interesting
newol poSts in the ferm of winged dragons,. is at No. 201 Warren Street.

W&ST SIDE

At the corner of Vorandah Place a pair of throo-story honsna (Nose
26k-266) sharc a commen bracketed roct cornice. The corner house has a
store at ground fleor, added in 1896, No. 268, a cno-story stcre, may
date back te 1879, Had the controls cf the Commissicn been in effect,
the store and sign could have been mcre apprepriately related to the neigh~
boring houses, No. 270, bullt in the 18708 as a threo-story house, was
raised tc four in 1888, whun a mansard-type roof with dormer windews was
added. Althcugh the house retains its stocp, the handrailings are of a
later date and the frent has been shern c¢f all dotail, leaving only the
round-arched docrway with its criginal dcecr enframement of wocd. -

The next greup cf four hcuscs (Nos. 272-278) was built as a row in
186h-67 fer Alexander McCuo, an attcrney whe lived nearby in Breoklyn
Heights. ~Judging frem tho cerner heuse, Wes 27h, they were very handsome
residences in the Italianate style. Typical are the high stocps, best
presorved at Nec, 278, with Italianate cast iren handrailings (retained
only at No, 27l4), the rusticated basemonts with rcund-arched windcws pro-.
tocted by intricately designed grilles-and the sogmental-archoed windows
at the upper flocrs, crcwned by archod ecrnicds carried on carved conscle
brackets, This design was repeated at the decrways, as is still evident
at Nos. 27h and 276, in spite of the fact that the carving has becn
stuccoed cvor, Nc, 272 has boen remcdeled, all detail has been remeved,

a basemant cntrance previded in place ¢f thu fermer stecp and & parapet
substituted for the rcof cernices The eriginal bracketed ccrnice, with a
fascia becard arched abeve vach windew, remains at tho cther thres houses.
This grcup ¢f residences with their stene facades, tcgother with the row
of seven acrces the strost, give this troe~linad qtld ot a dignified and
imposing appoearanco,

CLINICN STREET (Nes. 2A1-279 & 280-298) Butw. Raltic & Warron Sts.

This troe~lined pesidentinl strect displays considerable diversity in
building hoights and uscs. Cn the wost side, :it has an attractive dcuble
apartment hcuse at mid-blcck and a vory strikingly dosigned brick resi-
dence with gwoll«frent at the scuth end ¢f thé streot. Just north cf the
empty lct in tho middls cf tha block cn the east side, a fcur~stery builc-
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CLINTON STRZST (Nos. 261-279 & 280-296} Betw.'Balticl& Warren Sts,

ing provides a vertical accent among its lower neighbors. Remodeling has
been so extensive on this street that only two stoops remain on the west
gide and five on the east. : ,

EAST SIDE

The five three-story houses at the south end of the block (Nos. 271~
279) were part of the development of the corner, which included two houses
on Baltic Street (Nos. 221-223), constructed by Thomas Sullivan, a neigh-
borhood builder, in 1847. Only Nos. 273 and 2?5 give us a clue as to the
original appearance of this Greek Revival row.' With pedimented door lin~
tels, stoops with iron handrailings and dentiled roof cornices, these
houses look much as they did when built. MNos, 277 and 279 have had their
stoops removed to provide basement entrances. :

No. 265, the tallest structure on the bloek, is a mid-19th century
house which has been quite extensively remodeled, with smooth-stuccoed
front and a basement entry replacing the fomer stoop. Above, -an archd
window has been inserted within the modified parlor floor doorframe.  The
added top story has a simple cornice carried on end brackets. The two
houses next to the Warren Streét corner date in the early 18509 and re-
tain their stoops and paired doorways.

WESI SIDE

The three northernmost houses on the block (Nos. 280-28h) Were once
part of a five house Greek Revival row of the 18L0s, of which two (Nos. 206
and 288) were later incorporated into the apartment house -at mid-hiock.
Nos, 282 and 284 still retain their Greek Rev1va1 p1opo;+10ns, doorﬂﬁyﬂ
with full entablatures and stoops. .

John L. Young was the architeect of the interesting apartment house at
mid-block, erected in 1898 for Charles Wells. , This new structure at No,
290 was combined with the two scutherumost units of the neighboring Greek |
Revival row and all three buildings were unified by a continuous roof cor-
nico., Basement entrances replaced the former stoops, to conform with No.
290, where a handsome curved bow-front extends tho ontire height of the
building._ '

Nos. 292 and 294, built as a pair in lBhl for Charles Kelsey, a
merchant who lived nearby on Baltic Street, now are quite changed. No.
292 was redesigned with a new rusticated brick front, basement entrance and
roof parapet. No. 294 still retaing a slight Groek Revival flavor although
the former stoop has bucn replaced by a basemont entrance. _

The corner property has wide interest as the successive work of two
'distinguished architects, father and son, and as their residence. No. 296
was for many years the home of Richard Upjohn, the architect of Trinity .
Church, Manhattan, of Christ (P,£.) Church in Cobble Hill and the Church
of tho Puritans (now Qur Lady of Lebanon) in Brecklyn Heights. “As de-
signad by Richard Upjohn, No. 296 Clinton Strost origlnally may have looked
quite different when it was erected in 18L2-43: 1t was only threo storles
high and had a bay window at the front, later replaced by a swell-front
which extends up through the roof cornice c¢rowning the fourth story., This
fourth floor was added (botween 1860 and 1893), as clearly shown by the
traccs. of the original cornice above the third story .windows. The tripar-
tite windows in the Federal tradition are roplacements of the originals.

In 1893, Richard M. Upjohn vrectod a five-story brick annex at the rear
of the lot (described under No. 203 Baltic qtrcet)
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CLINTCN STREET (Nos. 261-299 % 300-31Lh) Betw, Kane &1Baltic Sta,

Remarkably uniform in height, the two rows of three~story houses
which face each other along this tree-lined street present a restful air of
residential living. . The attractive quality of the street is further on-
hanced by many fine examples of 19th century %ronwork at stoops and area-
ways.

EAST SIDE

Two interesting rows of mid-19th century dwellings dominate this side
of the strect. The original appearance of the row of five houses at Nos.
291-299 may be surmised from that of No., 291 which retains its exposed
briciwork, pedimented lintoels at first floor, .fine doors and Italianate
ironwork. Nos, 293-299 were later smooth-stuccoed and scored to simulate
brownstone ashlar., They are all of uniform height and crowned with identi-
cal dentiled roof cornices with handsome pairéd brackets carefully related
to the windows below., A major portion of the original cast iron arcaway
railing survives at the corner housc, No. 299, lending it an air of dignity,
but the pscudo-Colonial basement entrance behind this railing is completely
out of place. Of the five houses, only No. 295 has had 1ts stoop removed -
and r9placed by a basement entry;

The lower roofline of the row of five brick houses which occupiea the
remalnder of the block is typical ‘of tho proportions of the Greek Rovival -
period of the 1840s. The row was built by Jercmiah OfDonnell, a local con=,
tractor, between 184S and 1854, A mansard roof with two dormer windows was -

lator added at No. 289. Except for tho corner house, whiéh has a store,

all the houses rotain thoir stoops with thoir fine original Greck Revival
wrought iron handrailings and, in some cases, :slendor newel posts and aroca-
way railings as well, A delicate twisted molding of foliate desizn sur-
rounds the paired docrs at two houses,

" WEST SIDE

This sida of the StrCLt also congists of two groups of houses, one :
Greek Revival and the other Italianatc, 1inked by two narrow and cohsidor- .
ably later housces. :

The cornor rusidence, No. 300, built in ﬁhe mid-1840s at the same

" time as its two neighbors, is the only ono which still retains its Qreek

Rovival character. Although the store was ramodoled in the 20th century
and has an unattractivo sign above it, the upper portion of the building
romains largely unchanged. The window lintols still retain their delicate
cap moldings and the low attic windows, sot below the fascia board of the
roof cornice, arec characteristic of the Gredk Revival style. The Baltic
Streut side (No. 210) still recalls-the low gable ond and -typical roof with
chimneys., Had the controls of the Commission boen in effect at the timo of
the trite rcmodeling of No. 302 and the replacement at No. 304 of thoe on-
tire front, these altcerations could have boen ‘carried out in a spirit more
in sympathy with the block as a whole. Nose. 306 and 308, two very narrow
houses, of which only one r.tains its stoop, display the tall segmental-
arched windows of the mid-lﬁ?Os, when the buildings wore erected.

The Kane Strect end of tho block is occuplud by a hqndsome row of four
brick housca built in 1841-L42 in the Grock Revival perdied for Charles
Kelsoy, merchant, of Strong Place ncarby. Characteristic are the fine -
doorways with full entablaturcs at Nos, 308 and 310 (roplaccd by a podimont
at No. 312 oand by a Neo-Gree podimont on brackots at No. 314) and the
intoresting paneled and stopped wing walls at the stoops of Nos. 308-312
{lost through a drastic runmodeling of the cornor housc), Roof cornices at -
the originel height still romain 'at Nos. 308-312, but are roplaced by an
ugly roof paraput at No. 31k, The row illustrates all too well how inopt
remodeling can downgrade a fine residontial row. The lronwork at the stoop
of No. 300 is an extruemoly unusual and attractive piloco of dosign., Stoppod
down tc conform with the wing walls, thc-handrailings have clongated panols
forming a "V" at both top and bottom. Slender cast iron newel posts
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CLINTON STRZZT (Nos. 231-299 & 300-31L) . Betw. Kane & Baltic Sts, '

signalizé each change in level of the wing walls.. The areéway railing at
No. 31k, fortunately still in place and identical with one at No. 236
Clinton Strest, is an interesting example of later 19th -century work.

1
i

CLINTON STRiST (Nos. 301-359 & 316-370) Betw: Degraw & Kane Ste.

This street has an air of charm imparted by the residences, the trees

and the church tower which dominates the scene., Brick is mainly used on
the west side, and brownstone on the east. Built in long rows at the

gouthern portion and with considerable variety at the northern portion, the -

street has many unexpectéd features. At eye level, however, needless haim

“has been done by the removal cf much of the graceful oriuinal ironwork in

favor of a hodge-podge of less suitable 1ronwork and, ‘even worse, of many
stuccoed stoop walls.

EAST SIDE

The brick house (No. 359) four windows wide, at the corner of Degraw

Street, .had the proverbial corner store until recently renovated with glass’

bricks for a doctor's office. Interest is added te¢ the house by the wood
quoins at the corncrs of the building, Two similar rows of brownstone
houses built. for their owner Emory M. Van Tasscl, a grain merchant, who

lived on Clinton Struet on the block to the south. They wure designed ro- |
spectively in 1879 (Nos. 351A~357A) by Perkins & Green, architects, and in -
1877 (Nos. 3L5-351) by the architect H. M. Tostévin, They are retardataive .

Ttalianate with .some Neo-Gree decorative influcnce primarily at the roof
cornices. The southern row has retained its balustradoes and Nee-Uroc pedi-
mented doorways. - The newol posts are interustingly diffurent at Nos. 3554
and 353A. The northern row o. the.two has, over its docrways, sogmental-
arched peniments which are supported by grandiose foliate brackets elabo-
rately carved in very high relief. No,. 347 retains its original round-
arched paneled double doors. The row of nine houses (Nos. 327-3L3) was
built in the varly 18508 as an investment of John Rankin of South Brooklyn,
in a simplo Italianate style with cornice slabs over the doorways. Only
No. 339 retains its ‘handsome balustrades and newels at stoop and areaway.
Most of this row has, unfortunatcly, been stuccoed over, which creates a

‘blank lock but, cn the other hand, many have retained thelr dignified and

simple bracketed roof corniccs, Ho. 325 breoks the dignity and unity of
the blockfront with an unharmonicusly changed window and deoorway and a

simulatod random brick venesr. Nos. 319 and 321, though erected scparatoly,

have the semblance of a pair, and stylistically can be detcd in the lato
Italianate poriod of the 1850s. Both havo segmontal-arched windows and
docrways, The full glery cf this"&tyle is secn at the parlor floor of No.
319, where dueply carved long stono brackets support a handscmu segmental-~

arched pediment over the deorway end segmental arched lintéls with cornicos

over the windows. No. 321 rJtains its &ast iron balustrades and newols at
the stocp as well as 1ts roof cornicc on carved brackets, - It also ratains
interosting Art Nouveau cpalescent glass in- the top part of the parlor
windows., The wiusual row (Nos. 301-311) at the corner of Kane Street has
paired doorways in projocting sections and ironwork with a Gothic trefoil
motif, Intoresting also as an oarly oxample of community planning, it is
part of the dovolopment of the north end of the block by Gorard Merris in
the sarly 1850s (deseribed under Kane Stroct).

il

WiST SID:

Christ (F.&.) Church, focing Clinten Str <t at the corner of Kane
Strect, was built in 1841~h2, It was dusigned in the Sothic Revival style
by Richord Upjchn. Built of sandstons from Now Jersey laid in random ash-
lar, it sparkles with tho natural variations in coloring of such stonework,
The mein bedy of the church has suven largo pointed windows, divided by
mullicns nnd crcwnod by drip meoldings, altuvrnating with buttrosscs. The
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CLINTON STRE.T (Nos. 301-359 316-370) Butw. Begraw & Kane Sts.

massive &quare tower, rising 117 foot high, 15 strcngt&ened at each ccrner
by buttresses which baccmo polygonal turrcts rising above the crenalated
tower. The tower itsclf 1s in four sccticns, containing successively the
large ontrance under a pointed arch with drip molding, a triple pointed -
window, a large circular clock face, and a bolfry with louvered openings
under triple pointed arches., At the wost end zbove the chancel riscs a
triple window with pointed arches, and beyend the chancel. whoet was ordgi- -
nally a chapcl now serves as lectur¢ roems. Tho ireon railing, added in
1861, has newcl posts surmcunted by pointod finials.. Added in 1617 in

the interior are the reredos, altar, altar railings, pulpit, lectorn and
chairs, all designed by Louis C. Tiffany and rostored aftcer the fire of
1939. When Richard Upjchn designed Christ Church, he lived in a house
still standing at Ne. 296 Clinten Strect. He was at the same time the
architeet for Trinity Church, HManhattan, and bocame famous for his Gethic
dosigns for Zpiscopal ohurches. The land cn which Christ Church was
erectod was donated by Nichclas Luquior, Esg,, a church member and local
landowner who resided on Red Hock Lane near Henry Stroct south cf this
Historic District, He roprosents the Huguenots who sottlod in Brocklym in
the Dutch coloninl pericd,

The glery of the well preserved Grook Rovival rcctorw'(No. 326) of
Christ Church is its ironwcrk, - On the graciously wide stecp the hand rail-
ings swirl vertically at both top and bottom, in a design seldem scen ex-
cept cn Cobble Hill, At the arcaway it has a transitional railing com-
bining Greck Revival and Ttelianate foaturss, a design which is ropeated
at the basement goto, The pair of Gecthic Revival hcuses at Nes. 328 and
330 was built before 1848 when sold by Sarah Demilt. Most unusual is the
decply incised quatrefoil metif at the pediments over the decaway and par-
lor windews, still clearly tc be seen avon thcugh the meldings have been
shaved flush with the facade. No. 328 retains, at both stocp and areaway,
the full glory of its p01nted Gcthic ironwerk with qu1tamfbil motif along
the basec.

No. 33k displays a Queen Anne facade of brick, stone and terra cotta
added in 1888 with such skilled werkmanship and detail that the house seums
larger than its 21k foot width. The cntrance towor, projecting sharply at .
the left, is balanced asymmetrically by a bay window for theo parlcr at the
right, The hcuse is crewned by a third stery set within beth the mansard
roecf and the pyramidal rcef of the tcwer, thus achieving the quaint charac-
tor sc typical of the Quoen Annc stylc. This rumcdoling was dene in 1888
as a residunce fer James W, Naughten, Suporintendent of Bulldings fer the
Board of Zducsticn, It is hard to believe that No. 336 was built in tho
mid-19th cuntury as tho twin c¢f Ne. 33L, ospocially as Ne. 336 is now hld-
den by a simulatod stone vencer and psoude-Federal deorway. Flanking it on
the loft, No. 338 has bay windcws rising thé full thres stories.

Nos 340, thu widest hcuse in“this Historic District, is a cnc-family
Victerian rusidence. It was built 'in the carly 1860s on a 42 foct double

lct as a residence for Dr. Joseph 2. Clark, and was rocently the hcmo of ane

other physician. It has two unusually high storics and an attic story in -
the mansard rccf, Asymmetrically planned, its entrance is flanked on the
right by twe windews while the left part «f the heuse, slightly set back,
has a dcuble windew,

A rew cf four heuses (Nes. 3uli-50) built in 1872, for E. Daige, and
twe othor hcuses of slightly carlier date havo been shern of mest of thelr
criginal features, with No, 354 s¢ hidden behind a simulated stene vencor
that cnly thu scgmental-arched cpenings romain tc indicate the age cof the
hcuse. The row of olght brick houses extending to Degraw Street rotains
the ussential character, preperticns and dignity of the mid-19th century,
enhanced by Italinnate ircnwerk at the arcaways ¢f Nes. 362 and 368 and us-
pocially at Nc. 356 where it is alsc displnyud cn the graciously wide
stocp. .
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This residential setreet, with low buildings-of'varying'use,_is plea~
santly enriched with trees and open grassy plots. At its east end a
Gothic Revival church is echoed by a house of the same style across the -

way. The north sida consists mostly of three-story brick houses in vary- R

ing styles of the 19th century, erected individually, or in groups of two - L
or three, as was so typical on Cobble Hill., Relatively sympathetic to .~ ... .
the houses, in height, are the 20th centuyy rectory and a three-wing, gix~’

story apartment house opposite them which are. likewise of brick. Both

sides of the street were originally part of the farm of the Irish-born
philanthropist, Cornelius Heeney, who is buried here on the grounds of St.

Paults Church which was given by him to this new parish. As a result of

his gifts, the land-ownership history relates to the Roman Catholic Chuxch,

the orphanage and the Brooklyn Benevolent Socisty. - :

SOUTH SIDE

The south side of this street, originally developed by the Church,
consists of three sections which 1nclude a church, a rectory and an apart-
ment house. . .

At the eastern end of Congress Street, St. Paul's (R.C ) Church
(described under Nos, 180-192 Court St.) dlsplays the dignified simplicity
of the Qothic Revival style, with tall pointed-arch windows, divided by =
mullions. It has been muted by the brownstone stucco veneer which was
added in 1888. Erected of brick in 1838, the building's Congress Street
side with its long roof cornice and deep fascia and generous masonry pro-
portions best recalls its original Greek Revival appearance. The Sacuvisty
extens:on, added in 1906 along the west end of the church, displays a
triple window with pointed arches separated by stone mu1110n3 and sur-
mounted by a square-headed drip molding in the late Gothic waimer. It ro-
places the original semi~circular apse. In 193€ the present rectory was
built together with a two-shory arcade conuecting it with the sacristy, an
interesting design by Harry MeGill, architect. Both are of variegated
brick, laid in Flemish bond. An arcaded walk with pointed, ocorbeled
arches separates an ivy covered-plot with trees, behind the railmng, from
a walled garden glimpsed in the interior. The medieval appearance of the
arcade is accented by a parapet with widely spaced crenelations. The
gable end of the rectory faces the street., It is graced by a.central
Gothic portal with pointed arch, and above that, by a ‘polygonal bay win-
dow, three-tiered, with stalned glass motifs in the main tier. An at-
tractive 20th century iron railing with brick gate posts surrounds both
arcade and rectory. . i

Covering over half of the blockfront, at the west end, is the Congress
Cardens {Nos. 198-226) a six-story brick apartment house set on a land-
scaped lawn, It was designed in.l949 by Lama, Proskaver & Frober, archi-
tects. Three wings project toward the street and, at three.of the result-’
ing interior angles, entrance portals project diagonally, forming archi-
tectural units in their own right. Surmounted by an unadorned roof para-
pet, this apartment house relates to its surtoundings in its use of brick-
work, its.low six-story height and its lawns. On this site, in the 1830s,
stood the Female Orphan Asylum and, later, the Industrial Sehool for ' :
Girls, both run by the Sisters of Charity ot thé Roman Cathelic Church. o o

NORTH SIDE

At the Clinton Street corner stands a handsome three-story brick
dwelling of the 1B8L0s with browmstene trim (described at No. 235 Clintou
Street)., It has a spaciosus 1ear yard and has long been cccupied by St.
Paul's Convent for the Sisters of Chavity. Its interesting pedimented
window lintels of the Neo-Crec style and its.rectangular bay windows of
stained glass are later than the house. In 1840 Cornelius Heeney gave the
two lots here to the five Fox sisters in memory of their deceased father, =
Robert Fox, of Wew York. One of them marrvied the shipmaster, Captain
Isaac Brewer, and made her home here in lBh?. - The modern garden wall of

. _ Q
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bold-faced concrete block mars the dignified residentincl quality of this
lorgely brick neighborhood. The adjoining private garage (Wo. 193) is
happily set back from the strecet to avoid notice.

The noxt house (No. 195), built in 1872, is a good oxample of the
conservatism of Cobble Hill builders as it is Italianate in style, cven
at this late date. Three stories high, of red brick with rusticated
brownstone basement, the building also has brownatone trim, including an
claborate doorway with arched pediment supported on console brackets of
foliato design. This conscrvetive builder made only passing rccognition
of the incoming Neo-Crec style in designing the brackets of the roof
cornico. . o _

Lower than its neighbors, but like them threc. stories high, stands
this pair of diminutive Anglo-Italianate houses (Nos. 197-199}. The doli-
cate proportions made possible the four-window overall width, achieved
within the space of an ordinary 25-foot lot. At the entrance floor, hand-
some moldings crown the round-arched doorways and windows, effectively
terminated by carved corbel blocks. Each house has a handsome pair of
doors with arched pancling. .Since the 12% foot width of each house was
inadequate for a parlor alongside the entrance. hallway, the parlor was
placed on the second story and given floor-length windows at that level.
Dominicus S. Voorhees, builder-owner, erected this pair of houses in 1861-
62, and lived in onc of them briefly before selling it. In this manner
small builders were enabled to finance their opsration. ’

The next row of three houses (Nos. 201-20%), built of brownstono and
brick in 1884, combines elements of the Neo-Groc and Queen Anne styles.
The incised linear dusigns and grooving at the doorways, the heavy window
lintels and the horizontal brownstone bandcowrses linking doorways and
windows show Neo~Grec influonco.. Queen Anne details are seen in the floral

terra cotta handcourse, the carved flowers above the doorways and the swags -

in the roof cornicos. The iron railings of the stoops arc of a very popu-
lar design in Gobble Hill; they really belong to the 1884 period of these
houses, but were also added to earlier houses on this struet. Wrought iron
spindles are located ot altornate steps and are spaced widely to lcave
spaco for ornamental cast iron plant forms. The center house (Né. 203) is”
still a onc-family dwelling while the flanking houses are converted for two
family occupancy. No. 201 wes built for Bessie B. St. John and the other
two houses for William Pattcerson. , o ;

The only 20th century houses on this blockfrout are Nos., 211 and 215
which arv also its only two-story houses. No. 211, built in 1903 for
Mrs. Hannah Connell, is a very individual design by architect Josoph Wolf.

 She and her husband, tho lawycr William F. Connell, made their heme here,

Built of brick and brownstonc with polygonal bay window, its roof is
crowncd by a handsome iron crosting:— The doorway, cenframed by brownstone
molding and quoins, has a lintel supporting 2 panel with side volutes,
the top of which forms the sill for the window'above. No. 215, built in
1925 for the Hon. Thomas H, Cullen, is Neo~Colonial, with details which
conform with the architcctural charactur of the street. Between theso two.
20th century houses is No. 213. Built shortly aftcr 1860, it has the
simple dignity of an earlier deecnde. =~ o

Among the most chorming houscs on this stroct are Nes. 217-221, a row
of 1852-53. They were built for individuals of varying interests--Joln
Ast, Henry Hungerford and Ann Brown, vespectively--and have distinctive
individual foature, some of which roflect later '19th coutwy details.
Italicnate in proportion, they ave of brick with hrownstone trim and have
the chardctevistic fleov-length parlor windows. No, 221 displays a brick
basemont, Its doorway and the adjoining parler windews of No. 219 have
the unusucl brownstone lintels, crowned by cuvvilinear cops with carved
central wreaths below them, so popular on Cobble Hill. No. 217 is the
only housc of the row which has a pediment over the doorway. The roof core
nice of Neo. 219 is very ornate and late Italianate in style while the
flanking houses have Queun Anne corniecs. On tho other hand, the iron bal-
ustrade at the stoop and yard of No. 219 is Neo-Croc, The tops of the
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stone neWel posts, at the stoops of the end houscs, have follato carV1ngs,
a Romanesque Revival motif which is repeated at the opening in the yard
wall of No, 2L7. This housc has 2 vary beautiful late 19th century basc-
ment gatd, under the stoop, with an elaborate lyre design of wroaght iron,
No, 221 was the home of thc Ulrichs family untll 196h

The casternmost building on this streect provides an interestlng
terminal featurc. It is a large Gothic Revival house, LO feot wide., It
was rcputedly designed for joint use by the Frice School for Boys and as
the rectory of 5%, Paul's (R,C.) Church located on the oppositec corner.
The house was built under an unrccorded 2l-ycar lease, dated 18L9, to the
Right. Reverend John Hughes, Bishop {lator ‘Archbishop) of tho Diocese of
New York (which included Brooklyn), who was a very important leader in .
¢stablishing Roman Catholic institutions. Records indicate that this housc
was originally twe stories with a high basement, and that the priests moved
into tho house in the year 1851, Its Gothic Revival stylo is most evident -
in the enframement of the doorw«y, which has a. low pointed arch with
tracery in the original upper transom, and in the label or drip moldings
above the door and windows. These label moldings have been shorn, un-
fortunately. Each of the windows, but one, is still characteristically
divided.in half by a central vertical wood mullion. The window at the

‘right of the doorway is still full-lcngth and rctains its beautiful Gothic,

guard rail with deliecate peinted arches. An interesting deuble outside
stoirway with Groeck Revivel ironwork ascends above tho central bascement
entry to the front door. A new front door with its own transom and side-
lights has becn introdvced under the handsome original pointod-arch transom,
an unneccssarily discordant note. A third story, forming a mensard roof,
wos added in the latc 19th century. Unfortunately the three dormer windows
were recently altered, substituting squaro-headed windows and triangular
pediments for the far morc intercsting segmental-avehod windows and pedi-
ments., The two end dormer windows were cut down into the roof coimieco and
their central mullions were partly climinataed with the introdnction of

wide sash. "It is for alterations such as these that the Commission could
aid owners in achiceving a distingnished result! The house is stuccoed

and lined to simulate stoncwork. In 1940 the bishop surrendered the lease- .

hold, and the interior has boen converted to an apartnwnt houSL hou31ng
oluvcn fxmillUS. : . ,

Originally this proparty extendoed all tho-way to the corner, and its
Court Strcet cond was probably used as a playground for the boyk school;
lator, it s¢rved as a garden for the rectory. ‘The corner lot now sorves
2s o parking lot. ' '

CONGRESS SIREET (Nos. 150-196 & 139-183) Butw. Clinton and Henry Sts.

ThlS strect has a pleasant, relaxed appunrancc. An opon park for the
usc of young and old stretches along half e the south side and private .
gardens may be glimpscd at tho far wostern ends  lence, the residonts of
this arca can bask in the sun ond enjoy more spaciousness than is ordinarily

.possible in the City. The housus of brownstonc or brick arc mostly threo |
or four storics high and belong prodominantly to the mid-19th. century. Many

of them continue to be uscd as private dwellings. Of specinl interest arc
the groups, almost facing cach other near mid-block, cach consisting of
thrue fine Angle-Ttalianate dwellings designed bo form a single architec-
tural unit.

SOUTH SIDE | | - :

Cobbla Hill Park stretches from Clinton Strect to slightly boyond wid-
block and south to Verandah Ploce. Tt -was designed rolatively reeently for
the varied enjoyment of different age groups. The Clinton Strceet end of
the park is the sitc of tho formor Sceond Unitarian Church (discusscd under
Nos, 256-2A2 Clinton Strout) Verondah Place mprks the southern boundary

’ ’
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of the farm of Cornelius Hecncy, the Irish-born philanthropist who donated
many lots, on both sides of Congrcss Strect, teo the Brooklyn Boncvolant
oc1uty. _

The three-dwelling group (Nos. 166 170), ad301n1ng the park is arch*-'
tecturally significant both becouse it was designed to have the appearanco
of a single unit and because it is an excoptionally fine Anglo~Italianate
design. This handsome throc-story brownstonce complex, with English base-
ment, was crocted in 1857, The centrel dwelling projects slightly for-
ward and is surmounted by a reof cornice in the form of a low gable. The
paired brackets at the ends of this gable arc repecated as the supports
for the level roof cornices of the flanking dwellings. The rustication of
the first story (English bascment) relates the horizontals skillfully to
the keystones of the windows, thus emphasizing tho round-arched openings,
The stoops consist only of three steps, leading up to pancled doublo doors
of fine quality with pancled roveals enframcd by handsome rope moldings.

" The windows of the parlor floor and top story are segmental-arched, and all

the sash have the central muntin, grooved to simulate casements, so typleal
of this style. This unified group of houses was erected by three persons,
including two Cobble Hill buildors, Richard Whipple of Henry Striet and
John Barter of Kane Street, .who, sinc¢ he was nlso a mason, probqbly did the.
masonry and the flnc rustication. :

The adjoining row of thrce dwellings (Nos. 160-16L ), built at the same
period, -is a slightly difforent version of the' Italianate style, with high
stoops and cast iron railings of rounded dosign. However, at No. 160 con-
crete wing walls have replaced the iron railings. The unusual feature of
this row is the scgmental-arched fascia, below, the roof cornice, wlhich
echocs the scgmental arches of the windows below it.

The three-story brick corner house (No, 15L) is one of a row of three
houses on Henry Street, which are faced on that street with brownstone
venger. They were built in 1873-7h for William and Simeon J. Alyea. The.
architect wisely overcame the difficulties inherent in its narrow U ~foot
width by placing the entrance at the center of the long Congress Street
side. The doorway is flanked by rectangular bay windows. This house dis~
plays an interesting combination of styles, modified Italianate in its
arched doorway, with arched pediment carried on brackets, and Neo-Grec in
its other decorative details..

NORTH SIDE .

A privet hedge at the corner of Henry Street hides the private garden
and elaborate sheetmetal bay window of No., 367 Henry Street. Westernmost
of the. houses facing Congress Street is No. 147, also the newest house on
this street. It was erected at the turn of the century. The picturesque
effect of this little Queen Anne house, two stories high, derives from the
tower of its entry section, culminating in a high pyramidal’roof,and from
its triangular bay window at the parlor.fleor.” The large cast iron newel
posts at the entry echo, sympathetically, the dalﬂy cactlngq of its hand-.
railings.

With the exceptlon of the other house and two prlvatb garageq the
north side of the street (Nos. 1L9-171 and 177-183) is designed in varia-
tions of the Italianate style, already discussed on the south side. They’
were mostly built in groups of three or four in the early 18503, Distine-
tive feabures in each group-are: at No. 155, the contrast of brick with
browustone trim, the doorway with arched pediment and its pair of round-
arched, paneled doors and the elaborate ironwork at the steop and aveaway;
at No. 169, the rusticated basement, the elaboyate foliate brackets sup-
porting the triangular pediment over the dooiway, the thick central mun-
tins with grooves in the window sash of the upper fleors; at No. 179, the
simple, sturdy wooden brackets of the 1oef cornice and the unusual deli-
cacy of the ironwork of the stoop. This delicacy, and the general propor-
tions of the group of four houses at the east corner (Nos. 177-183), sug-

" gests an carlicr tradition, so that it may bavé heen built a few years
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boforc the other houses on the street.

The archltecturally interesting yroup of three Anglo-Italianate ,
houses (Nos. 159-163) was built in the mid-1850s. The overall design is
similar to that of Nos, 166-170 across the street, however it cchoes an

earlier tradition in having square-headed rather ‘than segmental-arched .
windows at the upper floors and a simple, flat fascia below the roof cor-
nice. This group of houses was built as an investment by Dr. Daniel K.
Dodge, who belonged to a Cobble Hill family'of physicians.

0f later date, No. 173 is a dlgnlfled town. house with an air of dis-
tinction near the east end of the street. Designed by the archltect, M.
J. Morrill, it was built in 1877. Its pedimented doorway, with round-
arched Pntranco, is embellished in the classical tradition. The finely
detailed outer doors have d wood cenframement which echoes, in design, the
balusters of the graciously wide stoop. The Neo-Grec influence of the 1870s
may be seen in the design of: +the balusters, the pllasters of the doorway,
the corbels beneath the windowsills and the roof cornice. This intcresting
house wos originally one of o pair, built by Thomas Stone, a local carpen-

ter and builder from just outside the District.. Unfortunately, No. 175, its

twin, is now characterless, having been shorn of its detail,

The attractive original 'appuarance of the cast half of the block has
becn damaged by the addition; on almost every other house, of an extra story
capped by a parapet, replacing the original roof cornice. Moreover, these
alterations have usually resulted in the sheaving off of the dotail from the
facades and in changed window proportions. No. 165 has happily rétained its
original roof cornice even though a story has been added so that it still

harmonives with the adjoining group, Nos., 159-163,  This is a good itInetra-

tion of how a common objective, the addition of an extra story, wight have
been achieved undcr historic district conmtrols.  All the ownors could have
added the floors they wanted, proferably set back, without sacwificing the
original harmony -of the uniform cornice line. The ownor of No. 177 mis-
takenly added a Nco-Colonial doorwny - a styln just a century too early for
the house to which it wias added. . :

CONGRESS STRUET (Nos. 110-1k8 & 103-137) 'Botw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

This is a Street of contrasts. The institutional buildings of various’

shapes, styles and heights, up to five stories, face rows of threc-story

. houses with stoops. The prevailing red brick is o unifying factor; another

is the short row of houses now unified to form the institutional building
at the wcst end of the strect,

SOUTH SIDE

This side, developed for the Sisters of the Poor of St.’Francis,ican

.be considered in four parts. At the Henry Street corner is the north end

of the five~story Congress Nursing Home (described under No. '37h Henry
Street), which was built in 1888 as St. Peterts Hospital. The warm strength
of its Romanesque Revival brickwork has boeen somewhidt diluted by the cold-
ness of the modern glass jalousics in the windows and by a bald new parapet
but it is, nonctheless, still o handsomo structure. h :

The roofline of the adjoining utllitariﬁn building (No. 130) adds
varicty to the struet with its steop gable at center, flanked by hipped

roofs with dormers. Puilt in 1888 as the laundvy for St. Pcter's Hospital,
the third story, added in the 20th century, is a fine instance of con-
formity. A good example of A simple Romancsque Revival building, its facade
has a central projecting scction and its opcnings, in groups of three, are
all round-arched formed with radial brick. - The utilitarisn doorway is sub-
ordinated to oue of these openings. The gable window is similarly treated

. with its contral unit taller to harmonize with the shape of the gable,
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To the west is Cursillo House (No. 118), a retreat owned by tho
Diocese of Brooklyn. It consists of four old Houses combined as 2 unit
with one central doorwey., They werc built about 1850 and werc the initial
wnits acquired by the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis.. At the turn of '
the century their Home for Working Girls extended all the way to Hicks:
Street., Today, the western quarter of the block is an cmpty lot. The
houses which remein have Greck Revival proportlons but Were built in tho
local vernacular of the period. h : : -

NORTH SIDE

. The long side of the threc-story brick house at the west corner (dus-~

. cribed under No, 393 Hicks Strect) would have conformed better to the fino
- residential character of the street if its yard on. Congroas Strect had had.
“a brick wall instead of a flimsy wood fence. :

The ten housos facing Congress Strcct (Nos 109-127) were built in
four groups and illustratc various phascs and designs of the Italianate _
"style of thc 1850s and 1860s, That 2ll but two of thom have brick facados
demonstrates the conservative nature of the community. The westernmost,
“and oarliest, pair of houses {Nos. 109-111) is transitional in style, re-
toining the gencral proportions and dentiled roof cornice, with brick
fascia, of the late Gruck Revival style. The handsomo irouwork ot No. 111,
has the delicacy associated with the Greek Revival style combined with the
" olaborate arched design charwcturlstic of tho It1lianatg mode. '

. Of typically Itnlianate proportions is thc noxt puir of houscs (NOS» .
. 113-115), built in 1862. Their doors hsve a twisted colwmnar enframoment.
No. 113 retsins the charactceristic. sogmcntw]—ﬂtchcd window hoads, long par-
lor windows snd pancled.doors, Thomzs Whouler:of Brooklyn developed both
“ this pair ond the adjoining but carlier group of four (Nos, 117-123), be-
forc 1855. Honco, it is not surprising to find his choice “of Itelicnate
ironwork, 2 popular pattern with central wreath design, at Nos. 113, 115
znd - 123, At No. 123 this ironwork is found at, the yard as well as at the
stoop ond the t511 handsome ncwel posts arc of [east irom, octagonal -and
pancled, At this housc the typical rusticatced brownstono bascment and the
small corbuls undor the windowsills arc still reteined. The oasternmost
~ pair of houses (Nos. 125-127), the latest to be built, arc alone on this
blockfront in having brownstone facades, . Unfortunately, much ‘of the do-
tail hes been shorn off of many of ‘these houscs. In addition, the new
‘masonry wing walls of several stoops havu downgraded the character of the’
houses, but the worst alter~tion to the blockfront is the composition.
stone vencer covering No. 121. ' _
The two-story brick stable (No, 129) was bullt for thu Lorner house
some timo after 1850, It is charmingly naive in its dosign with the im-
post blocks of its arches sct at different lovels. The round-headed open- .
ings have brick arches with kpystones. The conversion from stable to
garage and apartmcnt has successiully rotained; the original chnractur,
utilizing existing fcotures such as the large hayloft door, now a window, -
at the sccond floor, Boyond the stable is a small one-story garage ad-_‘
JOlning thc corner house (des ullbod undor No. a8y chry Qtruct). : '
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.. ‘WEST SIDE

COURT STREST

Most of Ceourt Street that sorv;s as a bound for this Historic

-District was part of thy ancicnt road tec Red Hock known as Red Hook Lane,

officially laid out in 1750. Of course the grldiron pattern of streets

- had not then been mapped or thought of for this region of farms. The old

road started at Fulton Strest near ths old Roformed Dutch Church of

. Brooklyn, ran diagonally to the present Pacific Straet just cast -of Court
Street, then down the line of Court Street halfway between Kano' and Degraw

Streu ts, whera it shearcd eastward in a long curve leaving this Historic

District at the present Degraw Stroet, cast of Tompkins Placc.. The first -

school house in this region, a frame building erected by neighboring
residents, stood on the west sidé of. Court Striet near the present No,
270, where an old lane led westward to. Cornellts house and mill, After -

~the straightening of the old farm road intc the present Court Stroet in -

the mid-19th century, continued usage made it a logical commercial artery.

Court Street was soon lined with stores on most blocks and included a

marble works and a woed and coal yard, as shown by Perris fire insurance

maps of 1855-60. Today, the predominantly 19th century houses are en-

tirely commercial at sidewalk level. Thus the StPOut continucs to serve

:;e Cobglo Hill communlty as a- shopping and s \rvico conter as it did in
Opas 1] .- ! .

TOURT STREET (Nos. 128-142) Botw. Atlantic Ave. & Pacific Ste.

WEST SIDE

On tho southwest corner of Atlantic Avemie and Court.Straet stands

. the handsome South Brocklyn Savings Bahk, built in 1922 and designed by
 McKenzie, Vcorhess & OGmelin. Roeealling the heavily rustientaed facados

of Florentine palaces of the Renaissance, the richly ornamented doosfvamo
on the Court Street side is surmounted by symholie sculpture in bas re-
lief. The long side, witir its largé, arched windews framed by pointed
archas, faces Atlantic Avenue, The roof cornice, surmounted by a very
low parapet, is supported on a continuous row of stone brackets cerved in.
the form cf cagles. Buildings such as this, lond architectural distinc-

* tion to this neighborhood. K

Immodlately adjoining the bank, at No. 136 stands a lower addition -

. of 1936 which, although it is smaller and folldws a later version of

Italian chaissance style, has con31dorable elogancu and charm, It was

. designed by Charles A. Holmes.

" The four buildlngs whicn occupy the remaindor of tho block were
srected between 1915 and 1917 with a uniform brick front and stores at

. ¢ ground floor level. They are three’ stories in height and share a high,
" .blank parapet. They occupy the sites of four older buildings, of’ which'
-the two center ones were located in what was once Livingston Lane.

CCURT STRAET (Nos. 1:4-160) Betw. Pacific & Anmity Sts.

This commercial blockfront has unexpe¢ted character and diversity.
The northern half was erected for commerce in the 20th century. The
southern half, exempliﬁylng three 19th century styles, was built chiefly
for residential use,’ and new includes a var;ety of small storefronts.

Occupying the north half of thlS blockfront is a throo-story white
brick and térra cotta office building erected in 1929. Designed by = -

. . Shampan & Shampan, it carries stylized ornamental bands typical of the

Paris 1925 "moderne" style across the facade, .At sidewalk level, a
large modernized store has its own entranca in the chamfered corner at '

Pacific Streat, , .
40~
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COURT STREET (Nos. 1LL-160) Bitw, Pacific &'Ahity Sts.

The lower half of tho blockfront was deblOped 1848-185 and con~
tained no stores at the time of the 1860 firc insurance map.

The archituecturnlly inturosting and unusual Gothic Rovival houso
at No. 154 was built by John Stevensen, who madu it his home in 185k,
He was a well-ostablished local plastorer, A shallow polygoncl bay at
the left is balanced asymmutrically at the right by a projecting section,
a composition four windows wide that gives the housc a much larger ap-
.pearance than its 25-foot width of brownstonu would imply. Now stuccoed
ovor, it still shows a brick roof cornice, with a row of duntils over a
corbeled designe The Qothic influence is clearly seen in the most un-
usual label or drip moldings which risc to'a low peak over the windows to
accommodate the triangular top sash., The original front stoop and parlor -
floor disappearcd in a late 19th contury rumodcling for a store at side-
walk 1eve1. ,

Both the three-story'brick houses at tha aouth cnd of the block were
built in 1848 in the then popular late Grock Revival style., No, 158 con-
tinues to prusent an interesting residential character, unaffécted by its
basement store-church., The wrought ironwork uwp the stoop retains the
characteristic volute at the left handrail and the footserepers at the
second step. The doorway and parlor windows still have their brownstone
lintels crowned with low pediments, though unfortunately the contrast in
color is gone as the entire facade is now painted red. -The house has the
handsome brick fascia and dentiled cornice typically fbund in the closing
years of this poriod. .

The corner house (No, 160) was built together with No.'158 as is
demonstrated by alternate bricks straddling the painted party line. The
windows of this house arv lower, accamuodnbting a cornor store at side~
. walk level, In fact, Thomas MeGlinn, grocer and owner of both prepurlies,
moved into the corner in 1848, Twentieth contwry changes to No. 160 in-
clude an extension on the Amity Street side and on Court Strieet a project.-
ing black marble storefront lettered npestaurant® in subdned gilt. - At-the
corner, between the socond floor windows, there still is an old block
bearing the straut names ¥ S -

COURT STRIET (Nos. 162-178) Botw, Amity & Congress Sts.

. WEST SIDE

) This commercial strect comes to us from the 19th contury basically
anchanged, The cssonce of this block is the na1phhc1hoad store, the built-
-up core of a village. Its simple brick builldings, with ‘bold overhqngtng
cornices, arc predominantly three stories high, and none higher than four.
Tha street was alwwys commeéreial, with a small store- in each building.

This was also true in the casc of the frame houses which stood on the site

of scme of the present buildings.

The earliest house cn tha block is No._152, at the comer of'Amity )
Strect, It was bullt in 18L0-L1 for Thomas MeGlinn, grecer, who had
bought a double lot and whc moved inte both home and etcre the next year. -

Tts Groek Revival period is indicated by the rastiully- broqd spacing be- -

tweon tho windows and by their preportions. Noto by contrast the highor

. windows of the next four houses, which wers built in tho course of the
‘next twe decades,. No. 170 belongs to tho late Italianateo style of the

1860s with its sogmental-arched upper sash and ‘lintels. The corniced

lintels are of brewnstene, cffering a contrast to thu brick of the facado. ,

Storcs have an importanca of their own in histc1ic districbs. No.'
172 is an interesting example of an ¢ld store front, dating frem the time.
of the ercction of the building in 1880.  The secticna of the store
windows cn either side ¢f the docrway retain opalescent glass panels with
diamond-shapod dosigna. Rcctwngular panela, set abcve and bvlow the store

fhl-




CH-HD

COURT STREST (Nos, 152-178) Botw, Amity &.,Congresé Sts. - x

windows, add varietv to the facade: Note also the fluted cast iron
_ pilaster next to tho door at No, 168. o . . _
The double lot (Nos. 176-1?8), at tho south corner of.the block, has T
always been ampty at its Court Strect onds It was glven by the philan-
thropist Cornelius Heoney to tho Brooklyn Bencvolent Socicty., Formorly
- -uscd as a garden for the rcctory'(No. 223 Congreas Stru t), it now scrves
as a parking lot. - ,

* COURT STREET (Nos. 130-210) Betw. Congress & Warren Sts.

WEST SIDF

 The high stccple of the. handsomc Gothic Rgvival church at the aouth- -
west corner of Congress and Court Streets provides a striking accent on
this strect. St. Paul's (R.C.) Church was dedicated in 1838 and was built
on land donated by Cornolius Hocney. -It is the socond Roman Catholic
‘church built in Brocklyn, Originally, it was .o low roctangular brick
‘gtructure, Greck Revival in style, with columns flanking the entrance.

" . The facade was changed to Gothic style, with a central ontry tower, in the

early 18%0s and the brownstone vencering was applied in 1888. S5till

later, in 1906 the low, flanking stair towdrs wore eérected and, at the
game time, a now sanctuary and sacristy replaced.the old semi-circular ‘
apsc. Most of tho fine Qothic detail is concentratod in the ceontral tower
section, where a pointed entrance door is smmounted by a Gothic window
with tracery. The rose windows above.are of plate: tracuxy and are crowned '
' by ogival drip moldings with carvod finials..

Adjoining the church on tho souta is a row of four brick aparhmont o

houses, united by a contlnuous dentiled cornicv, built in 1898 for Mary J.
© F. Pratt and Ida F. Grampton and desigined by William B. Tubby. A raiscd

panel at the center, bearing thc name "Foster," is surmounted by a ball
and flanked by scrolls. .The original shop fronts with their slender wood
onframemonts are some of the best preserved in this part of: Brooklyne ‘
‘The two sides of cach shop front are united by a central pedimented gablo,
an interosting dccorative featurd. No. 206 occupies the rear lot of an C
interesting Greck Rovival row house at No. 210 (described under No. 239
Warren Strect). This brick house, with its pair of high ¢nd chimnoys con- .
nectad by a horizontal scction of wall, has’ stopped-down shoulders con-
ccaling the low pitch of the roof. - . . :

: COURT STRE 57 (Nos. 212-230) Botw.lﬂnrrun & Baltic Sts. ’
.~ WEST\SIDE

The wast side of this struut prcsents a singulnrly unifbrm app arance o
with 1ts row of threc-storv stuccocd brlck housos, all of nearly equal : - o
I hei ght . :

The row of s¢ 1mingly identical housos was built in the sarly 18508 in
two sections., Nos, 212-220 wers built for John Greacen, Jr., a merchant,

and arc only a few inchus lower than thoso on thc south half, of tho strect, . .; E;,-
~ Unfortunately, its cornice line has been Antorrupted by two 20th century. S A
© roof parapets.’ The south half of tho block rutﬁins its handsomo uniform : Lo

Neo-Grec cornicss carricd on brackots. ) ) ‘ iy

_ Al of thusc houses have storcs at ground floor level and of -theso,

- only the onc ot No, 220 has a dignifiosd apoearance today. With signs.of' -
differont heights and variod styles of lettoring, the 'stores prosent a
heterogencous aspect which relatus badly with tho gengral coherence and
unity of tho upper floors of these houscs. Had a desigh control board buon
in existence when thaese stores were: remodeled, a harmcnious quality could

' just as ensily hqvu buan 3chiLv9d. AU y

-
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- COURT STREET - (Nos. 232-23) Betw. Baltic & Kane Sts.

" WEST SIDE

Conslderable diversity in heights and apoearance of houses is ob-
gervable in this street, 4 mid-19th century three-story Greek Revival
house at No. 23h retains its attractive pilastered doorway and stoop but’
ircn pipe has replaced the origzinal handrailings. - Although it has also
-had its cornice replaced by a brick parapet at the roof, its character as

an early dwelling is still evident. The three-story corner building, No.’

. 232, erected at the same period, was built to accommodate a store at grade
and 1is lower than its neighbor,.a pattern which recurs again and again

. throughout the city wherein the corner buildings are lower than their,
nelghbors in the roviy o

As this i3 a commercial district, all the hcuses in this street have

stores at street level, In the Keeler, a four-story brick apartment house -

with quoins, erected in 1886, one of the stores (No. 2L0) retains much of
its original appearance W1thout any exterior sign to deface it. In the
past, gold letters were often applied directly to the glass bearing the
storekeeperts name and giving the store a prosperous, dlgnlfied appear-"'

L ance.

The corner building, No. 2U8, with a side. entry at No. 253 Kane '
. Street, has an 1nteresting Queen Anne flavor in spite of. later modifica-
tions, Erected in 1886, it has the picturesque quality of that cra.
Characteristic arc the gabled roofline on the Court Street side, the bold
' roof cornice, the projecting corner bay and tiér of bay windows at the
side of the building and tha typical use of terra cotta in the gablec as a

contrast to the brick fabric. The application of a modaru venaer to the

bay windows unfortunatcly intreduces a discordaut note,

. COURT STREET (Nos.-250-30h) Botw, Kane & Degfau sts. |

This long strect’ displays. a gr»ab vquety in bui]d1ng uqﬂgo, height =
" (within a maximum of five stories) and architectoral style. Commerveial -
buildings, including a large new supmmarket at the corner of Kane Stroat,
a one-story furniture store at Nos, 288-290, and many small stores serve

" the neighborhood. The haridsome three-story building at Nos.. 292-294, now .

abandoned, was built in 192l and once was a ncighborhood amuscment center,
housing the Paras Court Theatre, with billard room and dance hall above.
Residential facilitlics provided on this block range from a.small three-
story house with stocp at No. 2682, unfortunately altered by the applica-
tion of an imitation brick front, to five-story brick apartment houses.
With the two exceptions of the supermarket and the theatre, all the
buildings on tho block were erected in tho'19th century., They present a
sequence of styles of thu pbriod from Grcbk RQV1val through Romanesque

Rev1val.

R

The two hpaxbmunt buildings at the north (Nos. 262-26&), ‘erected 1n,_'

1894, are particularly handsomo examples of the late Romanesque Revival
style. Designed as a palr by architect John L, Young for William A.
Ferry, the arched windows at ‘the second and fifth floors and the use of
quavry~faced stone bandecourses are typical of the style. The storcs at .
swbredt level romain virtually unchangﬂd and stlll rotain their interest- -
ing cast 1ron supports., . . o ' :

A snall threc-storvy housa (No. 266), which still retains Graok
Revival chovackoriatics, -is sandwichod in bdtWGUn this and the noxt gluup
of apartwents (Nes. 268 70}, Three littlo AL Lo cemtnry nildings at
Nog., 272-276 retain their original stores, of which the one at No. 274 is
the prototype. Tho Quesn Annc style appears in the sunburst pediment
crowing tho five~story apartment housc at No. 286, It was crected in. 188l
for H. W. Stearns, for whom the two five-gtory' apartment housus at Nos,
268-270 worc built five yoars later. The one-story furniturc store at
Nos. 288-290 represonts the partial razing in 1936 of a higher existing

building and the application of a "Discount Houso" front to what was left.

. —h39 ) i;._

iy
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GQURT STRAT (Nos. 250-30k ) Bétw. Kane & Degraw Sts.

Among the most intorustlng hou os in tho entire Historic Diatrct are

Nos. 300~30k, erscted in 1847-49 as part of the development of thu Degraw-
Court Stroot corner by architects Horatio White and William Johnson of
* Brooklyn. The two houses at Nos., 296-298 were qriginally idontical with
Nos. 300-302, but were redosigned with now fronts at later dates. The
original group of seven houses, Nos. 296-30L Court and Nos. 273275 Degraw
Strects, once made this onc of the most attractive corners in Cobble Hill,
On the Court Strest side, Nos. 300-302 display the samo attractive threc--
slded bay rising up the facade to the roof cornice as at tho two Dograw
. 8trecet houses, a feature which also appcars at No. 271 Degraw. The cor-

beled brick arcade supporting the roof cornice appoars again here, sur-
mounted by addod, paneled parapéts at Nos. 302-30L. ‘These houses belong to
‘that carly phasc of the Romancsque Revival style of the late 18&03, whon

architocts delighted 'in-the use of contrasting brickwork designs. ' The low

stoop at No. 302 rctains intercsting ironwork identical with that at Nos.
273-275 Dugraw Stroct, Storus occupy the ground floor at all three of_tho
- housus on Ceourt Struot. . o S ' -

. Inept alterations and new constructicn whlch is out of tune with the
character of the block as a whole have nesdlessly hammed this street, but
it still retains much that is intercsting, inclnding. thruu houses of ex~-
—eeptional jmportance at tho Dngraw Street corners ,

il
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'DEGRAN STREIZI  (Hcs. 157-173) Betw, Hicks St;=&'chéevqr Pl.

NORTH SIDﬁ

Half cf this shert strect is'an empty lct.' There is a Smail cne=
stcry taxpayer and a simple vermacular hcuse ¢f the Italianate pericd ¢n
the block. It is impcrtant, hewever, that any re-develcpment be undar

architectural centrels in crder tc ensure an appropriate rclaticnship with -

the surroundings, and particularly with the hcusés arcund thu cerner
(discussed undor Hicks Stcht)

DEGRAW STRIET (Ncs. 175-191) Botw, Cheever P1) & Henry St.

NORTH SIDE

Fcur hcuses facu this shert stroot in additicn t¢ small storus at tho

rear ¢f the ccrner preperty, which has. ancther stcre in its basement.
Those feur hcuses, erected in the varly 1850s in ~ simple versicn cf the
Italianate style, had a builder with a feuling for architectural ccmpesie-
ticn., Bach twe hcuses have paired dccrways 1nd sharc a twin stocp. The
handrailings c¢f these stecps have handscme arched-tep Italianate irenwerk
- and ond in tall cast ircen nowel pests, Tho simply br1ckutod r¢of cornicos
" remain iatact and cche these abwu. the entrance dc.crs. .

DEGRAW STRUST (Mos. 193-215) Butw, Henry St. & Streng Pl

" NORTH SIDE

This shert strect has cnly twe bulldinga. Gnu 38 the lcng side of an
¢ld twe-stery frocstanding hc use (deseribed wnder Noo 491 Henry Stroct)
which is new unfertunatoly hidden aseptieally behind a slmulatod random
-brick VGNAIoT. S

Occupvlng the cthor ccrnur is'n finu G¢thic Revival church- dtqigned a
by Minard Lafever. Erected in 1851-52 as the Streng Place Baptist Church,
it was knuom ns the Spanish Baptist Church in the mid-20th century and wasg
- rodedicated, in May 1959, as St. Frances Cabrini {R.C.) Chapel, it scrves
- the primarily It:lian.ccmmunity. This stene church is deminated by a '
massive square tcwer which riscs at the juncticn ¢f the strosts. .The tewor,
is strengtitened by lerge stopped buttresses which rise tc its full height
enframing the triple arched cpenings of tha belfry at tho tcp. . A narrow .

. turret with lancct windcws balances it asymmetrically near the wist nislc.l
" Botween thom, the main bedy of the church rises as = gabled facade within -

which the deminant ferture is the triply p(inted Gethic arch window, Sur-’

rcunding the church is a strcng but simple ircn railing with very tall gate

pcsts f unusual design. The Strcng Placo Baptlst Church was the cffshcet,
in 8cuth Brcuklyn, ¢f the Pierropent ‘Stroct Baptist Church. Beth wero
c¢rganized by the Rov, Dr.. Elisha L. Tmyltr, and bcth had as their architect

Minard Lafovor whe mcved from Now York be Brmcklyn in 1847. ‘Ameng the gri-'.;

gin11 trustuas ¢f the Strtng P11Cu Churcﬁ was Dy Darwln Litchficld.

- Adjeining tho caurch ‘e Strcng Placo is tho gnblud Gtthic chapol alsc' S

dogignod by Lafuver, where sorvicos were first hold in 1849, It was c¢ri-
ginally the Swaday Schccl ¢ £ the church and was cne ¢f the mest popular in
‘Brecklyn.  Tho chapel and the adjcining hall (Neo 56-53) were dodicated in
1969 as Streng Placo Dar Care Ceunter, and are scheduled te-cpen in January -
1970 with a kindergarton, cafeteria, and a Head Start program to prevido

- fer euntemperary needs.  The roncvations of bhuloh and centor were by archi-

toct Leuils Bellini,
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DEGRAW STREET (Nos, 217-237) Betw. Strong P, & Clinton St.

N ".

Only five- houaes, bullt in the 1ate 18503, faco this short atreet. B

- Their overall favorabl: impact, despite various changes, derives from L
the intercsting ironwork at Nos, 223~-227., The'ironwork at the stoops is -

basically Itelianate in style, while the arcaway iromwork, of a simpler

"pattern, includes gates that add a scnsc of privacy. No. 225 best ropre-

sents the original appearance of the row with its curvilinear cap molding
over a wreath cn the docrway lintol, a scalloped shell on the parloer

‘window lintels, and a bracketed roof cormice, In additicn to the origi- . -
. pal ircenwerk alrcady mentioned, No. 225 has thu typ1011 long parlor flocr
windows with attractlv» guurdrnlls.

DEGRAW STREET (Nos. 239~261) ' Botws Clinton St. & Tempkins Pl..

-NORTH SIDE

At the cerner of Clinton Street, quoins at the second and third
stories of a late 19th century hcuse mark the original dwelling floers
and the fermer existence cf:n row: of storvs at strest level, now mostly
converted to apartments because of the demand fer hcusing., The long
Degraw Strect side has becn «discreetly modernizod with brownstone veneer

-at street level and brick vencer above, leaving most of the scgmontal—

arched windows at tho second flocr.

A brick church in the Gothie Revival stylu faces thc streat at No.
2L9. Dosigned by Theobald Engelhardt, it was built in 1905 for the
Trinity German Lutheran Church and is now the,South Brcoklyn Seventh
Day Adventist Church., The gabled facade facing the street is flanked

by simple buttrassos at the cernors, tormdnating in pointod arch motifs, .

A handsome melded oges arch crowns the contral doorway, and the long -

. windows above have corniced pointed arches. The churchts attractive high

railing retains’ its criginal pests. The vernacular mid-19th century :
house (Nc, 257} at the ccrner of Tempkins Place has as its only crnamen~
tal feature a curvilinear cap molding dnd wreath on the lintel of the -

central wlndcw, a d951gn popular cn Cobblc Hill._

DEGRAW STREET (Nos, 263-285) Botw, Tompkins P1l. & Court St.

Three houscs face this short strect. Esch calls attenticn to its

“own beauty by its polygcnal masenry bays rising up the facade. Thelr
. gemlike charactor is enframed by the plain leng sides cf the corner
. bulldinga facing Tcmpkins Place and Ccurt Strcet.

“The complotely Gethic Revival charactur cf Ne. 271 ig unique in this
Historic District. Tho pcinted arches cf its ircnwoerk patturns at arca-
way and stoop -as well as the drip meldings at the windcws are characteris-

. "tie, while the miniature pcinted arches suppcrting the rccf. cornice are -
rarc., -Thu heuse, designed to fit its narrcw 2% foot lct, has no windew -

at the center c¢f its angular bay. The molding crewning its. docrway
tontinates in decorative impest blocks. The hiuse was built and scld in
1850 by Anscn Blake, Jr., whe with his fathor was actlvo in dbvelcping :

the scuthern tier ¢f this Histcric Distrlct.

The brick pair at Nos. 273 and- 2?5, in ccntrast tc Nc. 2?1, featurae
Remanesque Revival arcades supperting the dentiled brick recf ccrnico. -

' This interesting arcading, scun alsc'at Nos. 300-304 Geurt Strsot, has a -

rugged beauty, To¢ achieve a folling cf spacicusncss within the L42-fcot
ovorall width, tho twc entrances are paired at center abcve a twin stoeop -
and cach is flanked by a mascnry bay which extends up the full hoight of
the heuse. Beth these hecuscs are part cf the dévelepment in 18L47-L8 by
Heratic White and William Johnscn, Brecklyn architects.  Hoe 273 was pur-
chased frem the architects by James Rcwen, a 1umbcr merchant, whe mede
his hcme herc. I _hs_ - : '

I A
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In the portion of the street which is within the Historic District,
a height of four or five stories is usual. This street has been tradi-
tionally commercial, with small stores at ground floor level of. all the
apartment houses. A general sense of uniformity prevails, except for a
gasoline filling station at the corner of Henry Street and Atlantic "Ave-
nue, . _ . L ,

EAST SIDE R PR |

The two similar five-story brick apartment houses (Nos. 331 and 333},

: at the corner of Pacific Street, have stores at ground floor level and

bracketed roof cornices. They were built in 1888 for Karl Ludwig and are
extremely simple for thal date. The two lower brick apartment houses
(Nos. 327 and 329) adjoining them are, if anything, even simpler in de-
sign and were erected in 1871. The store at No..327 was converted to
residential use in the 1940s and a triple window replaced the store front,
which was stuccoed up to second story windowsill level. This type of al-
teration, typical of the period, leaves much to be desired and, had an
Historic District control been in existence at that time, might have been

greatly improved. The filling. station on the corner of Atlantic Avenue is’

© not only out of scale with its neighbors but fails to relate with them.
Commercial facilities, when located in Historic Districts, can obtrude
less on their surroundings by being designed as much in scale with them
.-as possible and through the use of similar materials., They do not have -
to be imitative in style. C L : :

meﬂm ;,;~‘ L (q

" The corner building facing on ﬂtlantic Avenue (No. 110 there) ig a
four-story brick apartment house with a shallow roof cornice resting on
closely spaced brackets., Small stores and a bar occupy the ground floor
of ‘this building, with apartments above, 'The long side extends about half
way down the block on the Henry Street side. -

_HENRY STREET Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts.

This street is outside the Historic District.

HEIRY STRZST (Nos. 355-369'&'oh13'358-36h) Betw.-Congresﬁ & Amity Sts:

With the exception of the hOSpital buildings at the north end of this

" street, which are outside tho Historic District, the three-story houses
present a remarkably uniform appearance, An aura of domestic tranquility
reigns in this block where the houses are united by practically ‘uni.form
cornice lines, by similar window alignments and the retention of many
stoops--all giving us a gOOd idea of the 011ginal appeztanca of the 3troet.

- EAST SIDE

The handsome row of three stono-fionted lesidon009 (Nos. 363~ 367) on

this side of the street, adicining the Amity Street corner, is remavkable .

. for-its retention of dvtail. - They were built in 1850-53 for Charles F.

* A+ Hinrichs, A Brooklyn merchant, who made his homa in one of these
houses. They are gocd examples of Italianate style. At the first story;
the floor-length windows are crowned by segmental-arched lintels with
‘cornice slabs carried on consolé bracikets. The doorways are signalized -

by higher, more ornate lintels and cast iron handrailings at the stoops. '

The lot soutﬁ of No. 302,was kcpt open as a yard and a very elaborate

LAy

HENRY STRZEI (Nos. 319-333 & only 316) Betw. Pacific St. & Atlantic Ave,
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- HEWRY STRGET (Nos. 355-369 &-oqu:3§8-36h) Bepw; Congress & Amity Sts, ~"

" two-story sheetmetal bay window was added on this side about ths turn of = ©

the century, Although deteriorated at the front, No. 383 retains the ‘
original carved console brackets over the doorway, its double front. doors

. and original window sash.'

North of these houses, an metv lot with iron railing saparatcs the
Dudley Memorial Building (described under No, 110 Amity Struet) from No.
:363, This monumental structure occupies tho corner site and is fully ex=-

"pos;d on fcur . sidus.

WEST SIDE

Only the four houses (Nos. 358 36&) at th south end of the street -

_are within the Historic.District. They are part of an Italianate row:

which once extended the full length of tho block when erected in 1852-53 .
for Edward Wilson of Ulstoer County, Threa retain their stoops, although

" . .in altered form. No, 364 rcmains closest to its original appearance, with'
.. - doorway and floor-length parlor windows. crowned by corniccs. supported on -

widoly spaced console brackets.’ The hcuses s$till havo their Italiwmate
roof ecrnlices supperted on widely spaCud conscle brackets. : Co

HENRY STREST (Nos. 371-393 & 366;382): Betir wnrren‘& Congross St
. _ Lo NS -
There is a'considefﬁble,cbnfrast}in_this blpck'betwedn the'lhrgé:fivm;
story institutional building (Congress: Nursing Home) on the west and the- .
array of low structures on the cast, which vary from a long low building

- at the south ¢nd and ascend in steps to thres storica at the north end,:

Betwoen the fourth and fifth houscs. from thoe north cornér is the entranco b

houscs,

. Yo Vorandan Place, lined on 1ts south side by charming little thaue-stony h

. l

| EAST SIDE

1

The long low-lying corner building’ (No. 393) was srected in 1871 and

is distinguished principally by the sépmental-arched dentiled brick lintels -
~ of tho second floor windows. - The disordsred array of signs above the .

stores detracts from the dignity of this conspicuous corner building. A
tier of picturesque polygonal bay windows rising above the store entrance
(No. 377), at thc southerly comer of Verandah Place, is ornamented with
prossed shectmetal dosigns. Together with the interesting store interior,

. these reprosent later 19th century additions to a mid-century building.

Just north of Vorandah Place, No, 375 retains its stoop with some Gruok
Rovival irenwork and »reportions of .the 13LOs. Addoinlng it is a row of
three narrow houscs of 1873-7h, each crowncd by a Neo-Grec cornice, _llo,
371 with an entrance at Ne, 154 Cingries Struct, signalizaq tﬁa ccrnur

: cf tho Pleek by its: quciHQ.

‘1"“?;‘ !

l

WEST SIDE IR ,*5 R o o g

Standing back-to-back on the block with St. Poterts {R.C.) Church and
Academy is the Congross Nursing Home (No. 374), which fills the entire
blockfront. Completely symmetrical, -this five-stery brick building with
rusticated stone basc is large and imposing. It was originally dosigned by

" William Schickel & Co. as St. Poterts Hospital and was built'in 1888 in ‘the.
- popular Romancsque Revival style.. Characturistic ars the handsome round-:

arched windows with radial brick archos, trimmed with-a terra cotta drip-
mold. ‘A six-story contral towor with entrance at 1ts base which once
dominated the facade, was reduced t¢ four storics and rebuilt in yellow
brick ' and window sash replaced when ‘the building was transfonmad into a
ursing hemo in 1963. ' : . :
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HENRY STREET (Nos. 371~ 393 & 360-382) Betw. Warren Gongross Sts.

On this site, sct on spacious grounds cn tne southerly two thirds of
this block, onco stcod & handsome mansion with grosnhouscs and stables,
- the residence of Nicholas Bocar, Just north of it and extending to the
Congress Street corner, was n row of three houses. The change from a
- purely residential block to an institutional one was indicative cf the
growing needs of the community between the 18503 and 18805.

i
h

HENRY STREET (Nos. 395-411 & 38L-L02) Botw. Baltic & Warrcn Sts. .

The cast side of this snort street has an open appoarancu, dus in part
te the ampty back yard of the corner hcuse, No. 41l. 4 generally uniform
cornice line prevails, particularly on the west' side. There is a plessant,
‘domestic quality in this block which consists almost untirdly of residencos
.and small apartment hCuBuSo _ . '

EAST SIDE _
. The three-story comer brick residenee (No. L11), with cornor store,
"is the end house of a Grock Revival row erected on Baltic Stroct in the
" late 18308, Lator in the century, classical décorations, featuring swags
. and roscttes wore added, as are evident at the roof cornice. The rex yard
- of this house, which scparatés it from its neighbor, is cnclosed with an |
' unattractivo ¢oncrote block wall with vertical palings and wire on top.
_ "Had this wall been carried out from the dark-colorcd baso on the first
“floor of the house in motching brickwork, it uould havu enhancod the ap-"
: pearance of both hcuse and yard. , :

A pair of qulto elcgant four-story brick npnrtmunt houses (Ncs. hOl-
L03) at mid-block, built in 1895, reflects the classic influonce of the
Chicago Fair in the symmctrical, centralized design and thé classieal deco-.
- rative motifs in thoe friesze of the rocf cornice. Both houses have swoll-

front bay windows extending uwp full height through all four flocrs, echoed RE

"-.in the curvature of the rocf cormice., - The five-story apartment building < °
(Nos. 393-399) adjeining thum, d»31gned in-a similnr stylo, dates frcm tho_
" same periocd. _ .

WEST SiDé

. Bxcopt for No. 402,.the corner heuse, built in the lnte 1880s, the
10ng row of cight houscs (originally a row of nine extonding tc the Warren
Stroet. corner) still displays o quality of homcgenuity. This is broken
only by the incpt remedeling of Ne. 394, where all crnament has been pared
off and rcugh-facud imitation stene voneor applicd, Several of the houses
retain handsomo deerwiys with lintels earried on vertically placed console -
brackets, best seen at Ne. 40O, Tho bracketed rccf ccrnices are richly
detailed and, althcugh set at allghtly diffvlent heights, arc designed in
uniferm style.

HDJRY STREEY (Nos. L13-l31 & Lok-k20). Butw, Kanc & Baltic Sts.

. Althcugh st first glance there appcars tc be a groat centrast butwoen
the twe sides ¢f this struet, whore o 20th contmy schcol building faces a
rew of houses dating from the proviens emtury, viewing the sides inde-
pencdautly, thore is a general wiformity ¢f effect, A large brick scheel
f1lls tho entivc cast side, while 2 unifem rew of four-stoery apartment
heouses cecuplios. the wost sido, tnturruptcd enly mcmuntarily by a pair of
lower and oldor residencas,’ S

-
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HuﬂPY 3TREAT (Nc,s 1;13-1431 £ hoh-uzo) Betw. Kanz n- B«luc Sts,

i
A S

EﬁbT SIDE

Where ten small houses once faced Henry Street P.5, 29 now fills
the block, . Built in 1919, ‘and formerly known as the J. M. Harrigan Jr.
High School, this massive, rectangular, brick structure, with stone trim, -
is five stories high. The central portion, with entrance door, and the
end bays project slightly forward. The roof parapet, punctuated by
stepped-up sections, echoes wall piers separating the windows below,
Light and air are provided here by triplu-and quadrup] e<divided windows,
of which the uppermost have the: low, three-centered arches typical of
Collegiate Gothic architecture of the Zclectic period. The Gothic theme
is repeated at the windows at ground level and at the pointed entrance
-_doorway.

© WEST SIDZ

On this gide of the street, the" nearly und form cornice 1line is
» broken only by the two lower houses’ toward the north end (Nos.' 408 ‘and _
410). - They are the oldest on the block, dating from the late 18L40s, and
_are Greck Revival in style. Of this pair, one has a typical simple flush
wood fascia board, and the othar a pilastered doorway and handsome iron-
© work at the stoop, tailored to fit the. stepped, panecled wing walls. The
‘three narrow houses near the Baltic Street corner have a uniform stone
facade and similar bracketed cornices.  They were built in the late 1870s,
The windows have dignified frames. with cornices at the top and the door-.
~ways of Nos, 404 and LO6 rotain their low-arched lintels aligned with the -
. cornicos of the adjoéining windows.  Thoe southern half .of the strect is oc- -
" cupied by five handsome ‘houses (Nos. L12-,20) with stone fronts and uni-.
form roof cornice, all built in 1884-88 for Cornulius Donnellon of
Brooklyn and then sold to ., A. 0. Schwarz, . the toy manufacturer, -They |

', - were designed by Gsorge Chappell of Now York in the Neo-Orec style, as
" . seen by the window and doorway enframcments, with incised detail, and in

~the multi-bracketed and paneled roof corniccs, Shop fronts occupy the .
‘ground floors, except at Nos. L12.and L1k which st111 rotain thoir original
[ doorways, low stoops and gcme of the old ironwork. - '

| HENRY STRESL (Wos. 433-b95 & L2l-L8L) Botw. Degraw & Kame Sts,

This long street continues to maintain the peaceful residential ,
. character of rows of houses three and four storics high. The west side has
"~ a marked uniformity. Variety is inostly expressed in small differences for

©* row-house architecturs, in the styles butween the 18L0s. and 1870s, ‘The - = .
* _charactor of the strcet has been somewhat harmed by the. frequent addition
‘of roof parapets, smooth-stuccoing of facades, and stuccoed side walls of
many of tho stoops. . It is just such dusign 1ntrusions whlch Historic .
:Dlstrlct controls can. aid in av01ding.v ‘

EAST SIDE :
1

At the ccrner of Degraw Streht is one of the relgtlvely fLw freestand- _'f."f

ing housss (No, L91) in this Historic District with cpen grcund on all four
sides, Two storiés high and four windows wide, it was bullt between 184k
and 1850 as the residenco of George.A. Jarvis, ' He was a merchant-grocer in .
New York and, later, president of the Lenox Insurance Company. Morae re-
.cently it was the community house of the adjoining Strong Placo Baptist
church. - Unforbunately all indicaticns of styld havo been oblitorated be-
hind a simulated random brick vcneer with soldior courses and high roof

: parapot. , _ o B

" Jacob, Frost 1n1tiated the duvelcpmant of the next elght houses (Nos.
- L75-439)in 184h-45,  Sometimes he scld the hcuse, and sometimes the empty

e
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' HEWRY STREST (ies. 433-h9S 4 L2h-L8L) Betw. Dograw % Kane Sts. |

lct. At least Nes. U79-UB1 waru constructed by the local buildsr Richard
. Whipple, a carpenter. Judging by windew alignments, varying heights, and
docrway treatmont, they were built in pairs. Scme still have at the rocf
cornice the dentiled brick fascia typical of tho 1340s. Soven cf these
housos retain at their stocps their dignificd Greok Revival handrailings
ornamented simply with a Greek fret immediately belew the handrail, as
well as yard railings with gates for privacy. Nos. L67-L73 signalize a
change in the street line by stepping their facades ferward successively.
That thoy belong together as a group is shown by their similar segmental-
arched openings. Built in the carly 1850s in-the Itallanate style, they
arec now unfertunately much modificd. An idea of the criginal row may be
-cbtained frem the very handscmo segmental-arched lintels above the parlor:
and second stery windews at Ne. 471, -No. 469 rotains its brick facade; -
- pancled decrway and interesting rocf cernica. The fascia echees tho
arched windew openings below. No. U73 retains its original solid paneled
~dcuble cuter docrs. Handsome Italianate irenwork at the steop and arca-
“way of the center hcuso of the next row (Nos. 459-L63) must be noted.
These houses were erceeted abeut 1857 for Edward Shaurman.

3 The adjeining nine houscs beleng to the Neo-Oroe pericd of the late

1870s and werc built as throd rows (Nos. 4SS-4S7, LhSbs-L534, and Lh7-bb9). =
Unfortunately, they have been much changed or the details smoothed cut.

The three brick housus at Nes. L55-457 rotain the bay windows at the par~
“lcr stery, Noo LS%%s has intercsting iromwork cf the pericd, and the cri-

ginal brownstonc detail including = band ccurse is best scch at Nc. 457.

The rew cf feur brewnstono heuses (Nos. Lu$-L534) has a continucus

bracketed roof cornice, and the criginal Nec=Gree detail is still soen .

at the parlor flccrs of its ond heuscs. . ?

The northernmest thres hcusss (Noss 439-U45) pruvide a handsome fovul~

.nus for this bleck. They were built as wvarly as 1848, with the two man- .

sards addod later in the century, On the basis of the windew alignuent

. those threo heuses, though en. diff.r-mb-bize lots, wera built as a row.
‘Except for the mansard, Nes. 439 and LU1 arc pairs. Each is unusually

large, being fcur windcws wide with the entranéo off centor, They rotain

their mid-century properticns and long parler windews. Tho steops have

intercsting latur ircnwérk, Tho mansard added t¢ No. Lh1l in the 1860s has

three podimented dermers and rests on a cornles supputted by an unusual '

¢losoly serrated rcw of brackets, This nerth ond of the block runaing

through to Streng Place was assemblod in 1846-48 by John Van Nestrand,

grecer-morchant of New Yerk City. He made his'residonco at Ne. Lhl.

" James Van Nestrand, presidont of the Morchants Exchange Bank of Now Yerk,

made his residence in 1648 at Ne. U39 which had a large garden. Both

- heoyses now comprise the Convent-cf the Infant Jesus, with a total frentage

_on Henry Strect of 101 fect, including the spacicus walled garden aleng

-+ Kane Street. o L o o .

. WEST SIDE

- The rew ¢f four brick heuses <(Nes. 424-L30) at the Kmne Stroet end of
-this blcek belengs te tho Groek Revival style cf the 1840s. Typical 4s

" the handseme: stene cuter decrway at Ne, 425, with pilasturs suppcrting a
 Jarge entablaturc;. alsc the miniature stond cernices over tho windew lin-.o ' -
tols at Ne. L2l; tho roof ocrnicé with short brick fascia at No. 428; and ii%.
" the buautifully dolieate ircnwerk at the stecp and areaway ¢f Neo b30. "k -
Noel Beear,'whese mansicn was cn Henry Stroot near Warren, purchascd thuseyy
feur lcts.in the 1830s as part <f e large tract cn Honry Strect, cwned o
lator by his widew Deberah 8. Beear, whe was taxcd for three of thuse _
heuses in 1859 and ifary Beear fer the cernar heusc. | The plague cn Neo 26 -
precladming it as the birthplace of Junmde Jercme in 1850 is urrcnccus. -
The mother <f Winsten Churchill was indeed bern within the bounds ¢f

Cobble Hill Histcric District, but hor birth cecurred in 1854 at the then

Neo 8 Amity Strout, now Hc. 197 amity Strect, where it is discussed. How-

... ever, it is a fact that bafcre Jeénnie!s birth, her parents lived with hor - .

uncle Addisen Ge Joreme at Nee. 292, new No. 426 Henry Street which ho had -
lcased. ' S e :
"o
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| HENRY STRAEL ' (Mos. L33-L95 & b2l-LOL) Betws Dograw & Kene Sts,

The rest cf this leng stroct is built in shert groups ef 'two‘tc four

* ‘houses, using slightly varying versicns of the Italianate stylo cf the

1850s.. At the decrways, scgmental-arched pediments arc scen at Nes. b39-

Lh2, then fcllew many cerniced slabs,- sogmontal-arched lintels with - -
shculders aro at Nes. USB-lisly and 470, ond pediments appear at Nos. L78-

480. The few hcuses happily roteining bracketed rocflincs -shew varicty,

. . Unfortunately the character of the block has been needlessly harmed by the

" stuccoed walls added to so many houses. Varying patterns of Italianate ' "~
~ iromwork remain, however, at Nos, 450-456, including baleconies at No. L50; . -
' while No. 476 has the added glory of 3 yard ralling with gatus for privacy.
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HICKS STREET (Nos, 465-521) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

EAST SIDZ

‘ This is a street of multiple uses.such as is often found on the

. -edges of Historic Districts. Near the center of the stroct a five~story.
parochial school, built in 1922, rises above its three and four-story -

older neighbors. In the event of ro-development a block front such as

this should properly be under architéctural ccntrols . because it re-

lates so cridically to its surroundings. The rest of this block has many

- charming houses with original ironwork -(facing Kane Street and Cheever

Place). An inapprepriate development of the Hicks Street frontage could
'be a serious intrusion into the homogeneous charactor of the Historic

. District. ' : :

4 . i,

1

HICKS STREET (Nos, 439-455) Botw. Kane & Baltic Sts.

el 5 ek iy vl

t

FAST SIDE

The three-story brick building which occupies ‘the corner (No. k55

 Hinle Stroet) is part of a Greck Revival row on Kane Street. It rotains -
.. a late 19th century store front, cxtended in front of the building line, -
with a diagonal corner dntrance at No. 129 Kano Street.. The sturdy doors
have long glass lights with small solid panels at the bottoms The long
. gide of the building, with only four windows, faces Hicks Strect; the
characteristic dentiled roof cornice .of the Kane Street front does not,
however, extend around tho corner to the Hicks Streot side. A small alley
with a doorway scparates the corner building from Nos. LL7 and Lk9. 4Al-
though of difforing heights, both;these low buildings contain storos which -
share a common cornice, The store front at No. L49 is the original, with
slim corner posts and pancled basvboard bencath the show windows. s

Filling the northern half of this block are four apartment housecs .
(Nos. 439-L45) united behind an ‘architecturally uniform facade. These
six-story brick buildings of 1876~77, togethor with the adjacent
structures at Nos. 134-140 Baltic Street, arc the famous Home Buildings--
landmark model tencments of fireproof censtruction. They were financed
by Alfred Tredway White'(1846-1921), the noted Brooklyn businessman and

‘philanthropist, who introduced them here after studying prototype housing .- : -

“of a similar naturc in England, Tenement hoyse reform, the subject of
increasing concern since the publication in 1845 of a shocking report by
the Association for the Improvement of the C¢nditions of the Poor, gained .
increasing strength in the .1850s, This movement culminated in the com-
prehensive report of 1865 hy the Council of Hygience of the Citizens!
Association which led to the passage of the Tencment House Law of 1867,

the first of several rcform measurcs, The role playod by the press and,
most particularly, by Walt Whitman, should bo omphasizod., As early as
1856 Whitman had pleaded for builders of tunements to follow English
models and, in an article published on May 1, 1857, to “mingle a little
philanthropy with thzir moncy-meking and tc construct tcnement houses with
a view to tho comfort of the inmates as well as the maximum of rent."

A. T. Whitcts Home Buildings must thus be undorstood as the architestural
expression of the tonement hcuse reform movement of the previous decades.
Interastingly cnough, A. T. White ¢laimed that he always made a 5% annual .
profit and insisted that, although his tenements did indeed serve working-

class tenants, he had ‘net built them primardly as a philanthropist but as - -

a sound busincss investment and as a proef of what could be dene to im-
prove conditions throughout the City. , '

The Heme Buildings werc designed for Whito by William- #ield & Son,
architGets; and wore the first of a scrics of medel tonements he built in
Brooklyn. Comparcd in their straightforward simplicity with the more
alaborate tencmonts White built a year later on the block to the north,

. we sense here the barest statement of a.themo, Yot tho basic planning
ideas are here, Bspceially important was tho docision. tc build to a
depth of only half a city lot: for a corner prcperty, as in this in-
stance, this dceision previded a reervational arca for the tenants? use.
‘The shallow plan, cven mere importantly, provided ample light and air to
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HICKS STREET (Nos, b39~h55) Batw. Kane & Bnltlc ‘Sts.

all rooms. A contral opun stair towor servaed cach pair of bulldings by
mdans of open baleecnios, These central stair towers aro signalized on
the exterior by two vertical piers of brick, The roof cornices of -tho
main wall, of corbeled brickwork, altcrnate with amusingly dasignod wood
cornices abovo the top floor bulconies. S . .' -

The continuing popularity of the Home Buildings bears out A. T.
Whitets assumption that these six-story walkeups were safo and practical.

1

HICKS STREFT (Nos. 417-435) Botwe Baltic & Warren stg.

i
I

EAST SIDE .

Following immcdiately upon the success of the Home Buildings (Nos.

. L439-bhS Ricks Str»ot), Alfred T. White and the architects William Field :

. & Son commenced work on the equally famous Towsr Buildings (Nos. 417-435). ..

These Victorian buildings arc most intercsting architceturally. Althcugh
thoy are reminiscent of the o.rly phasc of the Ramanesque Revival,. the

. creative use of brick and iron makes the Tow.r Puildings a bold: expressiop
-of the 1870s. These twelve s1x-story”5ﬁEIEinég“'ffIBVB 79 are part of a

~ large complox grouped around a central courtyard forming a pleasant quad-

- rangls designed for the recreation of the tenants. The south side of this -
quadrangle was formed by a group of four buildings at Nos, 129-135 Baltic
Strect; tho north side by four buildings at Noss 136-1h2 Warren Street)
and the casc side by two rows c¢f small workurs' cottagus (doﬂclihud undar .-
Nos. 1-25 ‘and 2~26 Warron Place), : : : '
The twelvo units facing Hicks Struot have three stair towers with
., recessced baleonies serving four: apartmaﬂta at each floor, while the four
‘houses on the side streuts cach have .a single common stair tower. In the.
buildings of the main complex cn Hicks Strcet, tho architectural troat- .
mont is more oxpressive and elaborate than cn the sido strocts. The stair
towors are carried up above tho rocf; - the iron balcony railings are more -

" . -decorative, with picced shectmetal pancls capped with open railings.-

.- The curved stair towérs are recessod belilnd thase baleoniocs and are
-soparatod from the buildings behind them by firewnlls. The building roofs
are surmountcd by low brlck paraputs which moct ‘the Open railings abOVu

the balconiocs. , . : .

Thaese modgl tunemonts wore doscribod by White as "Imprcved Dwellings
for the Laboring Classes." Ona'cf the most interesting fuatures of these
buildings was the outsido staircase which obviated the use of an enclosed
shaft and hallway running up through th¢ conter’of the house--a catoh-all
for refuse, a potential ~chimnoy for smoke and flames and a censtant
transmitter of ncise from floor tc flcor. The passages loading to the
apartments open dircctly off balconivs at ecach.floor which link them to .
isolated open-cir stoirceses. The Towers, a development cf the Home
Buildings, was, in turn, supercedad. by the Rivareidc tenements of 1800
at Joralomon Stroot. ‘ _ .

HICKS STRZET (Nos. 395-415) Botw, Warren &‘Qongresé Sts.

BASY SIDE A

The fcaling of this bleck is oné of spnclcusnesa. Occupying the
scuthwestorn corner of the same block as the Congress Nursing Heme (for-
morly $t. Potoerts Hespital), which frcnts on Honry Str:ct, St. Poterts
. Church prevides a welceme reliof to the high rows of apartmént houses ad-
joiring it to the scuth. The church was begun in 1859 under the pastorate
of Father Fransicli with about 3,000 parishonars and was dedicated in 1860,
It was dusigned by architect P. C. Kesloye Set back from the street this

g
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. HIOKS STl (Ncs. 39;sh1§) Zotw. d"rruu & Cungrass Sts. -

. Thore is an cmpty lct nc“tn cf Nee 393.

CH-HD

bt el e e . el
. . Tt
T 1

f’arrly Remanesque Rovival church alsplevs scme inturcstln' detail. The

‘rcund-archod windew heads have a crenellated cifect which is mest unusual
whilo the side ddors at the frenmt: have little gablos which lond ‘them
dignity. Tho stecple, new ge blu&, wns ence surmeunted by en cctegonal
spire whicn rese t¢ 2 considersble kcight. A niche.in the front cf the
church tcwer contains o statuc. - Honiscme brick corbols extend eround all
feur sidcs cf thc stueplu beneath thc louvere d bvlfrv.

‘In 1846 Fathor Fransicli built St. Peterts Schecl (fcrmurly Acﬁdemy),
a simple brick three-story structur: with erenclated decrway and round-
arched windcws ¢n the sceend flecr similar tc these ¢f the church. The
first anc third flcor windews havu segnental arcﬁus and the structuro is
crcwnoc. Wi‘bﬂ a lew hippec rec f.

Both church ana Schoul arc surrcuaded by & spacious yard uncloscd by
an ircn fence with gatos oppesite the cntrancos, .

w—‘-ll-
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The only hcusc in.tiis bleck which 1135 inside tho Historic District,_ .
"Neo 393,745 very similar e the houses ¢f the varly 18508 at Nes, 109 & -

111 Cengress Struot arcund tho cerncr although it wos built after 1060,
This house, with its long sido cn.Cengross Strice;, aos a very high ‘baso-
ment, simple wincdew lintols and o dontilod ccrnice, The twe-nbovo-two

: --windcws aro the enly incicaticn.thpt-it wos built ia the soccnd half of
- the 19th century. Tho areaway rotains Suie intervsting ircnwerk altncugh

tho stoop hos been romodoled with unattrac»iv;,'ﬂtqppcd bhrick wing wwlls.

"
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SOUTH SIDE

CH.-HD

KANE STREET (Nos. 226-248, 198-22h & 211-261) iBetw. Court & Clinton Sts.

Kane Street, originally Butler, was knoﬁn as Harrison Street for most -
of its history. - It presents en unusually diversified vista., On the.south.

'elde which is divided by Tompkins Place, the eastern block front is the

scene of an early development in. coordinated site planning. The north’
side primarily consists of rows of three-storv brick houses, of the mid-

"19th century, several with planted front’ yards.' Also’ obvious because of

its incongruity is an old house (Mo, 221} near Clinton Street that has
been altered with bold horizontal fenestration.. The purpose of desig- )
nating an Historic District is to avoid Jjust such design errors in the

course.. of desired modernization.

Beyond the supermarket nestles a pair’ of diminutzve shallow’ houses.

- Respectively 1l and 15.feet wide, each has one double windov at.each
“'floor., At the parlor floor of Ho 240 the narrow round-arched sash are

separated by & central vertical mullion, a popular design of the

,Italianate style in the early'lﬁSOs-when'this peir was erecfed:-

- The splendid religioue school building at No. 236 was erected in
185355 in the early Romanesque Revival- style. Rising the full height
of the building are a wide central arch and narrow flanking arched win-

. dows, each accented by several moldings and by 'e handsome semicircular

drip molding supported on decorative impost blocks. The narrow arches _
are in truncated square corner towers, linked by a high gable above the

“central arch. The double doors at center have a radial arched transom,

surmounted by ‘e handsome Segmente;merched molded lintel with shonlders
resting on console brackets. Its .facede, now smooth--stuccoed, wes

‘built of blue marble by the Middle Dutch Reformed Church in 1853-55.
'The building served as a temporary church until completion of the main-
-church, and then for lectures and mootings. Its further history is

given below.

(Continued on next page) .
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KANE STREET (Nos. 226-248, 198-22h & 211-261) . Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

by radial brick arches emphasized by stone trlm. ‘The building is
crowned by & large sheetmetal corn:ce with pulvinated (convex) fricze._

The brick building at the ¢orner (No. 253 Kane described under
No. 248 Court Street) was erected in 1886. It introduces the quaint-
~ness of the Queen Anne style with bay windows projectlng from the upper
-stories., The bays are now unfortunately covered with simulated stone
. veneer, R S ' '

KANE STREET = (Nos. 176-196, 152-17L & 167-209) ' Betw. Clinton & Henry 8ts.
. . - - - v, ! ' . - .

This street, like the one to the east, presents en unusually diver-
sified vista,, On the south side, which is’ divided by Strong Place,
.the first block front is dominated by the long side of & church, while
beyond Strong Place are empty lots and a walled garden. The north side
has several 19th century. bulldings but is dominated by a 20th century
. . public school and playground.  With'so much open ground thia street

: has a feellng of spaclousness. L .

SQUTH SIDE I

. . Christ (P.E. ) Church (described under Cllnton Street) was deslgned
" by the famous architect Richard ‘Upjohn, and built in 1841-1842 in the

Gothic Revival style. Tts long sidé of alternating buttresses and

pointed windows dominates Kane Street. Behind the apse, and lower, is -

"'the former chapel now used for- lectures. Somehow this church has es-

‘caped being stuccoed over; it etill stands with the pleasingly varied’
coloring of its rough-hewn sandstone & ‘Beyond & fenced-in garden plot

is No. 176, the only housec on the block. - Built after 1845 by the local
contractor, Jeremiah O'Donnell, who lived outside this Historic District,
this house presents .elements of varying styles, but is. primarily Italian-
ate in feeling. It reputedly served at. one time as the rectory. On the .
. west side of Strong Place are empty lots and the ualled garden of & con-
vent on Henry Street. .

- NORTH SIDE

Along the corner runs thelside of the five-story brick Puhlic School
fio. 29, built in 1919 (described undetr Henry Street). Blending well
with the preveiling brick on this street, this school is a good example
of a 20th century design enhancing its surroundings. Adjoining iz &

. large playground. WNos. 193-195 and 199 sre all thet survive of an un-
usually long row of eleven brick houses erected in 184L4-L5 by Jacob .
Carpenter, before he went bankrupt. He was a'carpenter, at Atlantic
‘Avenue near Clinton Street. These houses have the dignified stone outgr
doorway so typlcal of the Greek Revival style. Nos. 193 and 195 have
their original areawsy railings andstoop reilings with vestiges of a

. curvilinear wrought iron motif below the hand rails. In their midst
now stands a five-story Romanesque Revival epartment house (No. 197)
built at the end of the century. A The street floor of rough-cut stone
has three large round arches with stone trim,; which ere echoed by four
round-arched windows with radial brick at the top story.. No. 201 is a -
pleasant little private garage and apartment above, converted from a
stable, with the dentlled brick arch and toothed fascia typical of the
late 19th century. The corner house (No.3l4 Clinton Street) was almost
doubled in size when its rear- annex on Kane Street was built in 1884, o
Now shorn of bay windows and roof cornice, it reteins over its doorway ot

& Neo~Grec cornice on brackets. : : : . .

r
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gANE STREET ’(Nos. 134-150, 118s132'e 129-165) ' Betw. Hénry & Hicks Sts. f

" 'This street, divided on’ the south side by Cheever Place, primarily
presents three-story'brick houses of the Greek Revival period which

retain considerable original ironwork of varylng patterns. At the north.
east corner, four-story Neo-Grec houses have their Kane Street facades

_of brick, This is unusual on Cobble Hill where the conservative

- builders generally preferred to continue the brownstone that had becoie
fashionable .in mid-century. ‘

 SQUTH SIDE

The house at the southeast corner (described under No. L2 Henry
Street) displays on its Kane Street side its long gable roof with an
- attic room tucked in between the chimneys. A rear-addition nestles
behind a masonry bay decorated with incised floral motifs. Beyrond the
back yard is an interesting two-story brick garage, which was built by
. Owen MeShane, owner-architect, in 1892 as a combined soda water factory
- and horse stables. The doorways and windows have flat arches of brick

- with a keystone, and the same design is used over the réund-arched

oversize hayloft dodrs used for hoisting goods to the second floor. At'l
the corner of Cheever Place are a pair of houses (Nos. 136-138), which, °
although of the generous width of 25 'and 27 feet, have had their en~

~ +.trences paired. Their battered doorframe is without ears; end No. 136

: retains its handsomely paneled double doors.  The twin stoop has iron-
.work with a unique design of circular castings along the ‘base and
diminutive newel poste. o . '

.r

. The row of eight dignified houses between Cheever Place and Hicke
Street has been interestingly sdapted by its builder to the slope of
the street, descending pair by pair. They are suitably transitional
for their approximate 1850 period, using- the incoming simple wood
brackets in pairs below 'the roof cornice. "“Their distinction, howevér,
is in the ironwork at the stoops which have Greek Key castings be- -
neath the hand ralls, There is the usual corner store at éach end

house of the row. ' e i

" NORTH SIDE

.

_ The row at the west corner (los. 129-137) deserves comment in
that four of its five houses have rétained their original Greék
Revival dentiled cornices with short brick fascias, so typical of
the late 18403 (but changed in too many instahces to a later style)
At the corner house, & store with & sharply projecting facade was '
added in the Neo-Gree period. The other four houses retain their -
original beautiful handrailings at the stonp which' svirl in a manmer

popular in this Historic Distriet. The row was built by William D..

*McCarty, & local auctioneer and merchant’ 11ving outside of this
District. The two adjoining houses (Nos. 139-1h1) retein some in:
teresting Greek Révival 1ronwork at the areaways, as well as at the
.stoop of Fo, 139 _ h_ . ‘

A very handeome pair of Greek Revival housee (Hos. lh7-1h9)
built in 1845-46, has survived relatively unchanged. Characteris~
‘tic of this style are the overall genéroug proportions,:the ‘door- =
weys, ironwork and dentiled roof cornice. Particularly wvell -

. preserved is the doorway of No. 149, with its sidelights and five-
paned transom. The elegant two-paneled door is unusual on Cobble
‘Hill. At its graciously wide stoop, merking the transition from

‘platform to steps, is a pair of rectangular ironwork panels with
'a beautiful and unusual oval floral motif. These panels also survive
gt No. 147. 1In addition to the irenwork at both stoops, No. 149 -
has the original aresway railing and gate. One of this pair was
briefly the residence of. William T. Dugan, ‘Mew York sailmaker,

- who in 1845 had purchased here a tract of five lots.' The remainder

RO
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KANE STREET (Nes. 134-150, 118-132 & 129-165) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

of the row built for him (Nos. 151-155) reteins ‘dignified outer stone

" doorways and the same dentiled roof cornice, except for No. 151 which
was replaced by a mensard roof in the 1860s. No. 151 retains its
‘paneled stepped wing walls at the stoop, and No. 155 its orlginal inner

. doorway. S . G

The east corner disp;ays an uhusually interesting development in the
Neo-Grec style. Five houses facing Henry Street and. one facing Kane
Street were erected 1884-88 by their owner Cornélius Donnellon, a local
builder who lived on Pacific Street within the District. The architect
was George Chappell of New York. As a team they evolved an interesting
compromise solution to meet varied tastes. While the Henry Street
facades were built with the locally favored brownstone, the Kane Street
facedes are of brick and limestone, the customary materials for this
style and popular on Manhattan. Ho..157 i5 an excellent example of
Meo-Grec. The decided contrast of red brick and limestone is empha-
sized by horizontel bandcourses set at impost block and windowsill
level. Stone pediments, delicately incised with a linear foliate de-
‘sign,erown its doorway and windows. This treatment is echoed at the
adjoining long side of the corner house. In 1888 the-entire develop-
ment of 8ix buildings was purchased by Frederick A. 0. Schwarz, the
founder of the well known toy store establishment in- Manhattan.
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PACIFIC STREET (Nos. 152-198 % 15'3}197) Betw. Court, & Clinton Sts.

t

This street is interest1ng by reason both of its multiple uses and
- because of its fine examples of ‘Vietorian and Romanesque Revival '
architecture, which occur only occasionally in the rest of the Cobble

Hill Historic District. The north side is primarily devoted to manufac~

turing or storage, includirig street level garages in converted stables,

Building heights vary from one-story to six stories. The studio of the .

sculptor, Henry Kirke Brown was located on this ‘street in the 1850s.

SQUTH SIDE

Dominating the street in height and picturesque mass is the
“Louis Hirsch Memorial Jewish Education Center (Nos. 174-182). Built .
'in 1888-89 as Public School No. 78, it is an interesting example of
municipal architecture in the early Victorian style. Tts high three~

story bulk is surmounted by an elaborate roof cornice of formal balanced . S
design, with gables a nd central tower in bold profile against the sky.

- -The projecting entrance tower rises’ above the roof cornice and is
crowned by a truncated slate roo£.= !

- Diminutive, - espeolally by contrast, is the adjoining two-story o
brick building (No. 172}, erected in the late 18503 in a handsome
version of the early Romanesque Revival style. Formerly a stable, it
 has recently been converted to residential use. Three arches rise two
stories, the large central one bein~. emphasized by a gable at the roof-
line, The openings, at street level, have shallow Segmental’ arches
supported by carved Italianate brackots which face each other.

In the row of four early Greek Revival houses (Vos. 16h-1?0),'
- No. 170 best retains its original appearance, including a fine but
simple doorway with sidelights and paneled stone wing walls at the

stoop. Some of the original delicate ironwork, with crestings, survives

at the front yard, This house was built in 1835—36 for Charlcu Youn?,
counsellor-at-law, No. 166 has a ‘new yellow ‘brick front. e

An outstandlng building, No 162 is designed in the oarly Roman-=
esque Revival style, with handsome round-asrched doors and windows at

both floors. The main floor is emphasized by piefs and corbeled arches -

with brick dentils signalizing the central one. The arched windows
are complemented by the blind brick bullts-cye on- the stepped gablo,-
of later date. A striking feature of this building is the divided -
. 8toop at which the stairs ascend to a contral landing from opposite

-I_NORTH SIDE

At the Clinton Street corner, the Italianate style appears ‘at the
-doorway of No. 153. Here, a pair of interesting paneled doors, with
transom, is surmounted by a handsome segmental~arched lintel-block,

. with cornice, carried on carved brackets, "It has a very high stoop
'-approached from one dide only. No. 173 is a handsome converted - _
‘stable in'the early Romanesque Revival style of the 1860s. Its wide
central arch, rising two stories, encompasses both the vehicle

entrance and the erstwhile hayloft door, now a broad window. Flank- "'

* 4ing it are round-arched windows at. each floor, -the desiqn emphasized
by koystones and impost blocks, :

: The many factories with garagos beneath them on this blockfront
include an early 20th century example (No. 185-187) which has an.
elevator tower. - : O T

b
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" PAGIFIC STREET (only Nos. 116-150 & 105-151) Betw. Clinton ¢ Henry Sts.

The glory of this street is its ironwork, butstanding both in its :
quality and quantity. BEspecially impressive is the Greek Revival design - -
.of the handrailings at the stoops which was so popular in this Historic .
District. They sweep down terminating in a swirl on a stone pedestal
at the bottom, while in some instances this swirl is repeated at the
. -top above the platform of the stoop. This is a street of mid-19th

" century residences with-a strong feelinp of 'uniity along the south side.
The north side offers a variety of heights, ranging up to five.stories.
. It includes an apartment house at the castern corner and the rear facade
of a dry goods store, running through from Atlantic Avenue., These"
larger buildings conform remarkably well with their neighbors. '

All the houses on the south side of the street.were built in groups. _ 5
of two or three, during the decade to 18112 and in the early Greek S o
‘Revival style. Here, No. 122, the oldest house in the District, dating : o
from before 1833, shows signs of its early date despite the addition.
of a mansard roof. Orieinally a frame house three stories high, it . S
has bespgreatly changed but still retains the essentials of its Greek =~ ' o
. Revival doorway with sidelights. At Nos, 126-130 and at Nos. 11A-120 - - . o
may be scen handsome doorways framed by stone pilasters supporting . .
entablatures, - The swirling stoop iromrork, and other desiens, are
-retained at many of the houses while Nos, 118 120 have unusally rich
yard railines with anthemion finials. A pair of handsome French
Second Empire paneled wood doors was added .to No. 132 at a later date,

-
"NORTH SIDE

- Near Henry Street, four brick Grcek Revival houses {nos, 115-119
and 127) remain of a row that -once belonged to Jacob LeRoy. They
have very simple stone lintels at the doorways with small cap moldings--
a treatment usually morc typical for windows. This simplicity is in
sharp contrast. to ‘the elaborate design of their beautiful ironwork at .
stoop and yard railing. Of these houses, No, 119 best retains its L o
original appearance and height with its dentiled roof cornice and front , s
door enframement. : : :

.. The rear annex of a dry goods store appears at Nos. 121—125. It
was built in 1879-81 for Journeay & Burnham and represents an extension’
of the earlier stone buildings on Atlantic Avenue (Nos. 124-130) .
.Designed by the architect, John A, Raymond, in the Neo-Grec style, it
has slender rectangular stone colums at the high first floor and
. wider brick piurs at the upper floors. The impost blocks, bclow the .
.8tone bandcourses, which form the window lintels, are enhanced by
carved floral motifs. :

No. 133 preserves many of itsﬂGreek Revival featurcs, including
its roof cornice and ironwork. The Mcared" doorway i5 crowned by a
cornice. Na. 135 has the only Italianate irohwork on the street,. the
simple round-arched type of the 1850s. The house is also notable for-
its unusal roof cornice. ' The casternmost house (No.’ 139) built in L )

- 1888 -~ much later than thc othcr houses on this strcet -« has an . o
interesting polygonal bay window with bold-faced stone lintels, and ; ' ‘
sorves as a transition to the Romanesque Revival corner apartment house, A 4

~built in 1892 (dCSCPlbed under No, 220 Clinton Straet). . S g r
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STRONG PLACE (Nos. 1-65 & 2-70) Botw. Dograw & Kane Sts.

This long residential strect is unusuwally uniform in height, con-
sisting mostly of throo-story houscs with high basements, However, the
rcofline anc the facade linc are often cenlivened by bay windows, bow
fronts, gables and a mansard fs well as with too frequent parapots).

- .This diversity is a happy rusult of the varying styles in thc last third
. of the century. Surviving in their midst are a fuw hcus:zs of the 1830s,
for this was the carlicst scttled strect at the scuth e¢nd of this Historie
District; it had eight residents in 1840. At that time, Charlus Kelsey,
a Now York broker, ownod the largest residenco and the most lots. He
~ lived in threce of his own housdés within a decade as he devoloped proper-
‘ties on bcth-sides of this stract, ' He was also active in ‘developing
other néarby blocks, : RV -

No. 51 is an unusually interesting brownstone house in. the Neo-Gree _
style. Bullt in 1881-82 as part cf a row of three, for Moses M. Vail, it
-seums far larger and grander than its 20-~foct width, in part because of
the mascnry bay windew rising up the full threc-stéry and basement facade
and in part because its neighbors on the right are simpler Neo-Grec houses
only 13-1/3 fact wido., It was for many ycars the heme of Sidnoy J. “
. Weinberg, a prominent economic adviscr known as "Mr, Wall Strcet." The
stoop balustrades rise 'to a handsomely docoratsd deorray, the window
lintels at all levels carry a delicately incised foliate design, and a
similar style is centinued in the elaberate roof cornice., The rest of the
~ row has boen harmed, Ne. 49 with simplified repair werk and Ne. 47 with
- deliberato shedring away of all character. DR e

The quaintness and varicty of the Queen Annc style is ‘seen to advan-
-tage at Nos., 33-k3.  These six housés. were built in 1891 for Louis Lehn-of
No. L5., Thoy wore dusigned as n compesition within which diffurent ole-
ments arc balanced. The end -hcuscs have large geblos with throo windews;
adjoining each end is a narrow-gabled housc with rimnd arched windews and
the middle pair now has a horizental corhalod resfline, At the middle
stery, throc of the four gabled houses still have their pointod bay window
and each ¢f the contral pair has a triple windew bencath a radicl brick
segnental arch, Ornamental terra cctta still flanks the entraneus of
three of the gobled hcuses, The mullioned upper sash is likuwige charao-
toristic cf this style, 'The overell effoct is scmewhat reduced, however,
by tho unfertunste simulated brick vencer cn Ne. 35 and changos in the

fencstration hurd, and in recfline at Nos, 37-39. | -

Whils nene ¢f the heuses of the 1830s on this stroet is still typical
of that poricd, attenticn should be ealled tc the Greek Revival pancled
wing walls cf the stecps at Nes: 17 and 19, still pancled at No. 17. Most
wnusual are the ocriginal iren hondreilings at No, 17, cach designoed with
a vertical swirl for-each of the thric ascending stages of tho wing wall. ..
The' tcpmest swirl aisappearud'when a cclumned portico was added at the turn 3
of the century, Modern ircnwerk is successfully used at Ne. 19 t¢ repeat
this three-fold thume. Th:s¢ hcusces, originally a pair throe steries high, -
were built in 1339-L0 as residuncus for William J. Miller, a New York -~
‘merchant (Ne, 17) and for Daniocl K. Dedg2 (Ne. 19). B '

The hendscme fecur-stery brick apartment hqhso'at'Nos, 13-35; erected -
in the early 20th century, has a complotely symmetrieal facnde;ﬁith curved”
bays at cach side. At centor, the fire escrpe 18 recessed behind a tior
¢f stcne balecnius above the entrance--an interesting sclution to'a trouble-
some architoctural preblom. Lo o » e

Nos. 3 and 10, twc fcur-story apartment houses, ferm an interesting
architoctural ccmpesiticn. Thoy wers built in 1897 by the . .owner Jamos
Dunne tc hcuse ene family cn each flocr, They aro transitional in style.
Basically Pomanesque Revival in their use of rough-cul stens, the rocf cor- -
nices shew the influcnce of the new clagsicism, Palred arched entrancos
ary flanked by curved bays rising. frem bagement tc rccf., The ontrance
flccr is entiruly ¢f rcugh cut stene, including tho radial stenos cvor tho
decrways, and this mascnry is likewise used fer window 1lintels and scmo of.
the band ccurses.. The upper sterivs are of brick.

©=b3-
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STRONG PLACE mw.bﬁkzqm”mw,mym&xmomm

Nc, 20 is'2 handsomo exnmple cf a norrew N»c-Groc hcuse surmcunted

by & mensard with cne dermor and with ircn cresting silhouetted agninst

the sky, At Ncs, 16-18 the steip -balustrades, arcaway ironwerks, and
windew .alignments indicate that they, together with Ne. 20, were origi-

nally part ¢f a rcw built in 1872 for Williom M., Price. .Ncs. 16 and 18-
are now unfcrtunately sheared cof detail and covered with simulated stqne
.cr brick vencer. In anothor similer Nec-Orec row, but withcut a mansard,
Nce 20 retains in full glery the detail of its round-arched docrway with -
- segmental-arched podiment. No, 32 of .this row has, on its rear -extensicn,

‘an unusuzlly large and handsems Noe-Groe bay windew facing the gorden,
Revorsing the usual lccaticn, tiny Ne. 36 nestlos at the oxtremo rear of

its lot bohind a large front garden.” Only twe storius high, with a dwell- B
ing abcve a garege, it was cenvertod frem:a brick stable and may include . -
elemonts cf the mid-19th century stable cf Charlas Kelsey. Enclosing the
gardan at the streect is an intoresting Italianate railing and gate. . No.

Sh typifics fcr this strest the lowor proporticns ¢f the first half of the -
19th contury, by ccmpariscn with the nearby rew (Nes, L42-50) built in the .
"secend half, The Streng.Placo Day Care Center (Nos, 56-58)-and the church -
at the scuth corner (beth describod undor Degraw Street) are interesting -
Gethic Rovival structures with puinted wind(ws. Tho v progmaes vahances
. the quality of this nm.phbcxhr.r ‘de - : '
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TGHPKINS PLACE (Nos. 1-61 & 2-6h)  Botw, Dograw & Kane Sts.

The glory of this stroct is the quality and varisty of its ironwork,
It is composed, almost without exception, of thrue-story dwellings of
brick or brownstone built in the styles of the 18L0s and 1850s,  Tho
“endlesg vista® produced by such rows, erccted by scveral bulldoers, preo-

‘gants here an attractive urban scenc due to tho pleasing variety within
‘a‘certain uniformity. o :

1

EAST SIDE

The group of five houses at the south corner (Nos. 53-61), built in-
the early 1850s in the Anglo-Italianate style, has alternate houses pro- .
Jecting and crowned by a pediment., Thus unified architecturally, these
narrow 15~foot houses achieve a larger visual dimension. This was a.
popular procedure on Cobble Hill where there was a demand for small
houses. At No. 61 is the most complete example'of the original treatment -
of the low stoop with Italianate curved ironwork at the railings and
large newel posts. Similar ironwork encloses the yards of Nos: 53 and

55, This row was built by Thomas Sullivan, the local builder-~owner who
lived in No, 55. ' ' L o ' : :

Adjoining this group, No, 51 displays pointed Gothic Revival iron-
work at its low stoop. The next group (Nos. 41-L47) have been unfortu-
nately altered to pseudo-Federal facades, but have attractive landscaped.
front yards. No. 29, one of a pair of houses, retains fine Itallanate

ironwork and an interesting molding enframing the door and round-arched
transom, g ‘ B

Two rows of Grzek Revival houses (Nos. 114?5) of the 18L0s prosent
an unusvally lcng vista of handsome stoop railings with a splendid verti-

- cal scroll ending on a paneled pedestal., Most of them rotain the digni-
. fied stone enframement of their outer doorways.. Even No. 21, whose
-charactur has been needlessly dafaced by a simulated brick and stone

veneer, retains its Greek Revival railing at stoop and areaway. At the
north corner stands the Baith Israel Anshei Emes Synagogue, built in the -
1850s as the Middle Reformed Dutch Church {doseribed under Kano Stneqt).

\ 1

The pair of Itelianatc houses (Nos. 10 and 12 at the corner) belong

‘to the interesting development of the north end of the block (described

under Kane Struot),

Many distinct patterns of Italianate ironwork arg noteworthy on this ‘
side of the strect, Morcover the houses arc set back far enough to pe;mitv
use of yard railings with gates, which add a feeling of privacy. Varying

" doorway ‘lintcls include cornice slabs and shallow pediments. Especially

interesting are the eclaborate curvod lintels remaining at the doorways and

parlor windows of Nos, L2 and of Nos. 4852, a row built in the carly 1850s. .

These forms arc appropriatcly cchood by the segmental-arched doorway and .
windows of the upper stories. No. 52 has recently installed floor-length

" parlor windows with central mullion apprepriatc to the period. Nos.> 60 and .

62 retoin the low threc-step stoop and Anglo-Italianate ironwork. It
should be added that the row of six houses (Nos. 4§-52) are an example of

‘effective collaboration in using one design in 1852-53, as Thomas S. Purdy’

of New York, bullder, was the cwner of three properties and James W, Deering
of Brooklyn, a mason, the owner of the other three, : _
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- VERANDAE PLACE (including Nos. $2-72) East of Clinton St.

This little dead-end unpaved street, with very few building numbers,
originally was a mews for carriage houses and stabling, running along the - -
diagonal boundary line of Cornelius Heeney's large property.. Its chief .-
use today is as garage residences on the soith side in the old stables, . .-
The six brick stables, built in 1875-1878, now form a tablcau of transi-
tion from old usage to new. At their western ond, No. 62 has beuen trans-
formed imaginatively into a residence with old and new windows including
the addition-of & third story studio.  Next door at No, 6k, a little
garage has chosen to leave the facade untouched, including the stable door
and above it the hayloft doors within a round arch emphasized by an iron
hoist. Adjoining it at No. 65, an apartment has been created over the
garage by a window and shingling the original scgmental-archad opening.

Nog. 63 and 70 still rbtain their old hayloft doors, o _

VIRANDAH PLACE (Nos.-2-hL) Betw. Clinton & Hériry Sts.

. This street has a charm of its own, arising from the simplicity of
its 1ittle brick houses, two and a half or threc stories high, which face
the park that now extends along most of the north side. Perhaps origi-
nclly intended as a mews for carriage houses and stables, of which there
was a group at the centér of the block in 1855, this narrow street was
then already in transition with rows of modisi residences on both ends.

: The eastornmost six houses (Nos, 30-L0) with low attic windows fomm
~a row of the late 18L0s that originally extended to Clinton Streét. The
decision to build the present row facing on Clinton Street necessitated.
the demolishing of part of No. LO, hence its present narrow width. The at-
- tractive doorways of Nes. 36, 38 and hO are in varying stvles.

Nos. 16-18 and 20, built as a-pair two stories high in the late 1850s, o

are distinctive for their arched radial brick windows at the second and
third atorics. The extra width of the central window at the second story
marks its former use for hayloft doors. No. 26 has an unusual paneled
garage door. Tuorminoting this street on the west is a building with the
- provarbial corner store (No. 377 Henry Street). Its intercest centers in
an addition in the Quoon Anne period of a tier of polygonal bay windows

rising at the corner above the store.
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ARSI PLACE  (Wos. 1-25 & '2-28) Betw, Warren & Baltic' Sts.

Warren Flace was planned in 1873.as & seclﬁded, priveto éourtyard B

'~ closaed ot both ends by graceful iron gates which completely exclude

© - humanized environment comnenly cncountered by slum dwellers in the stink-

.vehicular traffic. Thu twe-story brick houses, which face each other

‘across an attractive conter island of groenery, were built in 1878-79 at
" thoe eestern end of the quadrangle fermed by A. T. White's Towor Buildings,
| a’largs housing develephient faciiig on hicks, Warren and Baltic Streets. .7 . 7

. The twenty-six narrcw little houses on Warrcn Place, plus’the cight larger - -
houses at both ends of the court, provided the answer to initets ondeavor

to provide nct only flats for 'tha labering classos but alsc small, com- .
 fortable, one-family heuscs for-low and middde incoms groups, with rants ™ - 0 ..
within thelr reach. : Each unit facing the court was planned to provide six . '
rooms; the larger houses, at the ends, had nine rocms. And, as in the .

Tower Buildings, each had its owm toilet facilities, an upusual featurd in
. those days. eV o o -

| This small and delightful landscaped court is unique in the CGity. . ' .
Tho scale is smcll and hunen and the green lawng and gordens enhance, by . - 0 .
contrast, the reddish-browa brick of tho heuses--a far cry from the de- - . ;

ing tenemonts ¢f the 19th century. Here was a placo where a man could .
raise a family--an early and-noblé expcrimont in low cost urban housing.

In designing these heusos for A, T. Whito, architocts William Ficld

& Son turncd fer inspiraticn to the carly Romancsque Revival style of. the
mid-19th céentury, The houscs are built cof brick~-sturdy and fircproof. -
" In order to achieve a satisfactory design, tho facadws of the houses, .
which ar¢ cnly 1 foct wide and 32 fest deep, are grouped in pairs under .
a continucus ccrnice, with arched detrways paired undor a commen sogmenkal
‘arch crowned by a step Gothic gablos  This gablo is intorvesbingly onb~

lined by stopped brickwerk and onframes & diminutive bullls oye motif.
The sogmental=arched first stery windows are decerated with brick dentils, ..
& motif which is ropoated under the roof cornice, while the windows of tho
~second story have brick scgmental arches with koystonos and ccrbeled im- -
pest blocks. This varicd and deceravive treaiment of the ariekwerk, - |
" carried out by mason James H. Stevensen, gives the heuscs their charmingly -

‘distinctive charactor. . AL 1 : S ’

-An wnususlly intorosting design foaturo ¢f this group of houses is
the turning at right angles cf each pair cf houscs at the cnds of the
court sc as tc¢ face outward ento Warrca Struct “(Nos, 1b6-1h8 & 152-15U)
‘and Baltic Strecot (Neés. 139~2h1 & 145-147). These handsome town houses - e
of brick, with stocps loading to paircd entrauce decrweys, are larger and o .
more impressive than the houscs.on Warren Court. Thay are each 16 fgot; ER
wide, theugh slsc ¢nly 32feet decp, and are three stordes high, contdining o
nine rcems apiccec. Enhancing the lmprossion of spaciousness are the pic-
turesque polygcnal bays at cach side, ccntaining three windews and rising _ .
‘from besement t¢ rocf. The cpenings are round or segmontal-arched ‘and the N
" degorative metifs mre dérived largely frem the!oarly Remenesqué Revival
. style. Tho ironwerk, oven st this lato date (1878-79), rocalls earlier
JItalianato designs. o _ T

Athough theso housos mny be censidered rotardatalre in their choice

© of Qesign .cotrils, in general plaming they, wore extrimely advanced.. In- '
- decd, the combinaticn here of town houses and six-story opartment buildings -
in one housing ccmplux may be consicered a procwrscer of the most rocent '
planining ccncepts, - S ' :
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WARRDN STRZET ~ (Nos. 216-26L & ‘18'9'-239) Betw. cogrt & Clinton Sts.

_ This exceptionally plaasant, tree-~lined. strect is almost entirely
‘reslidential. The dignificd rows of handsomc houses, built b:tween the .
1830s end 1870s, display an interesting varioty of styles ranging from °
Greek Revival to Neo-Orec. On the south side, a 'eencrally uniform:
cornice line and three-story height obtains. Here, toward the Clinton
Strect end, stands one of the earliest -and fincst Greek Revival rows
in the District., Anothcr unusual feature is tho retention of stoops
at all the row houses. The blockfront on the north side is more varied, -

.but here again the three-story height generally prevails. Historieally
and architecturally, this strect-owes its developrient to the Greacen
family, following the purchase in 1832 by John Greacen from Parmenus
Johnson of a block and a half, These two men were responsible for the

- immediate opcning of the street (then .called John Strect) from Red Hook

“Lanc {now Court Strecet) to Henry Street.. Oreacen lived on Warren Street-
for many years and, as property values rosc¢, sold land for development
(see Nos. 228—236) or developud it himself (sce Nos, 247-259 Clinton

' Street around the corner). John Greacen, Jr., his'son, was intimately o

. associated with the development of the castern half of the street .
' {see Nos, 225-239 and 242-25h Warren and, around the corner, Nos. 212~
"230 Court Streets), Father and son were associated in busincss in
: Manhgttnn, and commuted by ferry to the City.

" SOUTH SIDE

| The ‘corner housc (Nos. 26l Warren and 212 'Court Strect) is the end
“building of a blockfront ercected by John Greacen, Jr., in the carly ..
1850s (described under Nos. 212-220 Court Strect.) 411 traces of the
original style have been obliterated from the Court Sfrvet side, but -
vestiges of the original Grcck Revival stylu still remain on Warren
Streut. : : : b o

The secven hendqomr Itallanatc resmdcnces (Nos. 2h2-¢5h) neﬂreat
Court Street were erccted by 2. local neighborhdod builder, Thomas
Sullivan, on property he had purchwsed in 1854 from Jotn Greacen, Jr.’

" Nos. 252 and 25h, drting 1855-58, are ‘brick houses which still retain
much. of their mid-19th century appearance despite the addition’of 2
 20th century roof parapct. Their high stoops, sérmental-arched windows
-and doorways with elaborately carved lintels and brackets are Italinnate
features. In addition, No. 252 still has its floor-length parlor o
windows, lovely pancled double entran¢e doors enframed by 2 rope mold- -
ing, and Italiancte ironwork. The tall newel posts ot the foot of the

+ stoop are e¢specially striklng. ‘The next five rcsidenccs (Nos. 2L2-250)
were built in 1854-55 and, in contrast to Nos. 252 and 25k, the windows |

and doors are square-headcd. The houses retain their long parlor windows_-'

and fine roof cornices resting on carved brﬂckats. Similar carving:
originally adorned the doorways (retained in full detail -at Nos. 242 -
and 2h6) and window lintels {at No. 242). - The houses still rctain
_‘their original ironwork at the stoops, of the swmc simplc Italiﬂnatc
., design ns that of No. 252.

The four-story ycllow brick apa rtment housc (No. 2h0), erectcd

" in 190L, with brownstonc stoop ‘and radial brickwork at the doorway, -
affords an interesting contrast .in hclght, color and style to the

rest of the block. Adjoining it to the west ‘15 a complete row of six -
fine Greek Hevival houses (Nes. 228-23 ), built in 1833-35, which are
among the carliest and best presurved in the entire Historic District.

- Constructed of brick with brownstonc:trim, they were all built on land
purchased by D.H. Arnold, Brooklyn merchant, from John Greacen. In
keeping with their carly date, thosc thrce-story houses nre lower than
the mid-century row near Court Street. The most interesting features
are the classical doorways, . the wzng walls at the stoops of five of these
houscs and some original ironwork. . The doors . are flunktd by heavy '

b - I'?éaf:.
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 216-26k # 189-239) Betw, Cogft & Cliriton Sts.

fluted Doric columns of wood,.sémi~cngaged'to the wéll)_and surmounted
by a classical entablature, The most distinguished example of Greek
Revival ironwork on the entire strect is here at No. 236: the grace-

. fully curved handrailine at the stoop ends in a:swirlinr vertical

volute at the lower section of the wing wall, a'beautiful cxomple of
the adjustment of decoration to structure, -No. 238 has its handsome

original handrailings. A Greek.Revival door with sidelights and

transom remains 2t No, 230, altercd ‘to provide a glazed pancl at the
top.s Five out of six of thesc houses rctain their typically Greek
Revival dentiled roof cornices with 2 flat fascia stopping short of

‘the end walls. No. 226 a very attractive house near Clinton Strect

corner, is smaller in se¢ale than its nei?hbors,?a.proportiqn mord
typical of the 1830s, although it apparently was rot erected until the

© '1840s. It retains some fine Oreek Revival féatures including short
windows at the attic story, dentiled roof cornice, entrance door flank-

ed by sidelights, muntined windows with' diminutive moldings above the
lintels and fine handrailings at stoop and areaway. _

!

St. Paul's School, the large dignified structurc at No. 203 near

the apartment house at No, 201 {at Clinton Street corner) was -erected’

in 1886-87 and is typical of thc eclecticism of the later 19th century.
This school was planned in a traditional manner. The symmetrical

. brick facade has a projccting central suetion, containing a monumental
- entrance and crowned by an imposing p..diment., The -design combines

the influence of classicnl Rome with Neo-Grec bandcourses and Queen
Anne style terra cotta detail, o

The seven houses &t mid-block (Nos. 211—223)-afe set back from

_the property line, resulting in theé creation of small front yurds and
- long high stoops, Nos. 211 and 213,.built in the late 1850s, retain
- evidence of their Italianate style despite unfortunate altcrations:«

The shearing off of all detail at No. 213 and the replrecment of the

. roof cornice by an ugly pancled parapet are examples of alterations

which are out of sympathy with the spirit of the block, The adjoining
lower row of brownstones. (Nos, 215-223), crected-in 1874-75, presents

. a homogeneous appcarance achieved largoly through the retention of all

stoops, the smooth-stuccoed fronts: and the .uniform cornice linc. All" -
‘except the center house Petain round-arched 1nner  doorways and, .
despite the loss of much decorative dctailing, an idea of their _
original appearance may bc obtained by looking at the Neo~Grec decora-:
tion at the doorway enframument of Mo. 223 and the doors at No. 222. . .
Heavy iron balusters and fine Neo-Grec octagonal newels give added- & o -

- importance to the stoop at No. 221. The handsome yard railings of _
‘both these houses include sgvan'impgsing cast‘ipon‘posts,'four of which .
. are at the gates. - L SR - Lo

The row of eight ﬁnpretentious Greck, Revival houses (Nos. 225-239)
extending to Court Street were erected in 184S-U7 for John Greacen, Jr.

- His father, John Greacen lived at No, 229 in 1848 and at No, 22% in 18L49.

Johh Greacen Jr,, for whom the houses were built, lived here with his
fathcr in 18L8 and also -had a rcsidence of his own on Clinton Street, - .
just outside thcHistoric District. Asa Stebbins, architect, moved in . .

1850 into Greacents former Clinton Strect home, and a decade carlier,

" when hé was a carpentct, he had lived on Warren Street. He must have

kriown the Greacens for many years and, as a matter of fact, ‘
John Greacen, Jr., is listed among his refercncos by "Asa Stebbins, -

. Architect,” in his illustrated advertisement in the Brooklyn

Directory of 1847-h8, just about the time this row was completed. It

- 'is, therefore, very likely that Stebbins designed the row. .
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 216-26L & 189-239) Betw. ourt & Clinton Sts. |

Lower then their ncighbors at the west, all the houses may once
..have had small attic windows likc those which still appear at Nos. 229
and 231, Features typical of the Greek Revival style--dentiled rool
cornices with .short fascia bencath, diminutive cornices over the win--
dow lintels znd pedimented tntrancp doorways-~remain at several of
~ the houscs despite numerous alterations and -the natural process of
attrition. At the doorway of No. 233 is the original pedimented stone -
- lintel with the entrance door below. . The design of the doorway at

No, 233, surmounted by a stone is typical.of the Greek Revival: the
entrance door is flanked by pilasters and sidelights and surmounted by ..
a threc-paned transom. At No, 237, the door appears to be the original.
The wrought iron handrailings of the low stoops at Nos. 229 and 231,
curbing around spiral ncwel posts with little urns on top, are
-especially charming., Yeveral houses retain graceful examples of
Greek Revival ironwork, typical of the 18L0s, at the areaways.

The blocking up of windows at strcet ‘level at both Nos. 237 and
239, originally built as two suparate houses, destrojys the. delicate
balance butween wall spaces and openings so charactcr1stic of the
Greek Revival style,

WARREN STREET (Nos. 170-21k & 1h3r187) c;inton & lenry Sts,

The ‘initial impression of this quiet residentinl stroet is one
of unifermity, with several long rows of 19th century, three-story
brick houses with stoops., The homogeneity is tempercd, however,

. by a contrast in architechtural styles, predominantly Greek Revival
and Italfanate., Fine original ironwork still graces a number of the
buildings. It is, in short, a street that gains interest the more
it is studied. -

SOUTH SIDE

A fwo-story brick houec (No. 206), with Nco-Gruc decorqtlve
-details, provides a.contrast both to the four-story corncr house
{doscribed under No. 280 Clinton Street) and.to the dignificd row of
uight Italionate houses (Nos. 190-20L) which dominates this side of
the street, OSeveral of these dwellings, ercctud in 1853-55 for
. William W, Petit and Edmund B. Shotwell, still display the rusticated
- bascments, with scgmental-arched windows -at basement, typicel of the.

Italianate mode, The third story windows, intcrostinely enouch, are
. also segmental-arched ond emphasizced by brick headers. The tnll
- entrancc doorways arc surmounted by low pediments resting on long

" foliat: brackuts, The square-headed parler floor windows are shielded -

. by strongly projectine lintels supported on long brackets. Other
‘characteristic Italianate details art the bracketed roof cornices,

" enhanced by floral motifs in the fasciae at Mos. 196 and 198, the

- 1ittle corbel blocks -undcr the windowsills, the fine arched and paneled,
doors at No. 196 and the attractive ironwork at Nos. 192 and 200, - An.
unusual double torchére nmotif appears at the handrailings of both
‘houscs; in addition, No. 200 has finc yard railings. -All thesc houses
‘were constructed of brick with brownstone trim, retained at scveral
houses while others have boen painted over. The unfortunnte “
"modernization" of No,. 202 provides an object lesson to all interosted
in historic preservation. Had this Historic District been in

existence when the building was remodeled, the alteration would havc

. been more in harmony with the row, thus av01ding the complctc loss of
-, character suen here, - S
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 170-21k & 143-187) Betw. Clinton & Henry Str.

The next two houscs, Nos. 188 and 190, erected in 1841, are similar
to the adjoining row of five Greek Rovival residences (Nos. 178-186),
built in 18L0O-L1. Typical of the style are the enframing sidclights
at several doors of this row as will as stonc window lintols with
small cornices remaining at hos. 186 and 188, Espccially noteworthy
is the delicnte curvilinear Greek Bovival ironwork ot the stoop of
No. 188 and the well prescrved yard railing at No.-184. Theé foot-
seropers with anthemion dosign at Nos, 178, 180 and 18l are small
but nonctheless inturesting details: Paneled stone bas:s, which oncc

‘., supported decorative ironwork, remain at.tho foot of several stoops.

At No., 176 the Greek Revival handrailings of the stooﬁ terminate

.. in a graceful swirl which curves around the newel posts. The Italianate

modc reappears at No. 174, erccted 1851-53, as evidenced by the
ircnwork at the stoop -nd the spiral moldings around the square-
headed, double entrance door. The bay window on the second floor of -
No, 170 of the houscs at the Henry Street cormer introduces classical
motifs roflecting changes in tastc at'the end of thel9th century,’

NORTH SITE

The attractive row of four brick houses {Nos. 147-153), eféctcd.

in the uarly 1850s, adjoins the two-story building (No. 143) at the .

corner of Hunry Street. Simple in dosign, the houscs are unified at
the roofline by identical but separate roof cornices resting on long

~paired brackets with fascine enlivencd by scrollwork. The center
‘pair of residonces retains the original hooded, paircd entrances,

high stoops and, at No. 149, long parlor tloor windows. Thc iron-
work, featuring a ccntral wronth motif, is typiecal of the Tealinnaie
period when thes. houses were crected, ' T

The Greek Revival residence.at No, 155, wider than the adjoining
row houscs and built in the previous decade; is especially’ notable: _
for its superb ironwork, on a par with somc of the best in Cobble Hill,
The housc has a much lower steop than the neighboring Italianate’
houses; it is cnhanced by a graceful handrailing which terminates in
a vertical ssirling vélute -resting on a stone base, The distincdtive
ironwork at the gatc of “the arcaway combines a Greek fret motif at the
bottom with an unusual floral or-lyre motif. C -

No., l;?,lwith its ndded fourth story and parapct,'breaks the

prevailing three-story hcight on the block, while No. 159 provides a

transition to the lower No. 161. HNo. 161 recnlls the Greek Revival
period in its proportions and in the detailing of its wood roof cor-
nice. Together with the neighboring residences at Nos, 163 and 165,
which are also somewhat lower than the other houses on the bLlock, this
group may actually date back to the late 1830s or early LOs. Interest-
ing examples of transitional. iromwork, combining Italianate and Gothic
features, appear at Nos. 161-165, as well as at the neighboring 167.
These four houses (Nés. 161-167) have yard railings with gates. Also
notable at Nos. 161-165 are the fine paired doors with panels, of which
two are enframed by a spiral molding in a wreath design, '

No. 187 and the row of 3ix houses adjoining (Nos. 169Ai?9) retun
once again to the taller proportiona associated with mid-19th century

“architecture. Erected cirea 1847, No. 167 has a stuccoed facade and a

pair of very lovely and relatively ‘elaborate paneled doors beneath a
dentiled cornice and flanked by engaged half-pilasters at both sides.
The iromwork has already heen discussed in connection with Nos. 161-165,

- No. 169-179 were erected in the mid-1860s, With the exception of No.

171, now converted to basement entry, all the houses are identical in
their general proportions, paneled doors, long parlor floor windows, and

C wT1l-
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 143-21k) Betw. Clinton & Henry' Sts.

segmental-arched windows at basement level. Visually, the row was de-

signed in two groups of three, differing only in the upper portion.
Nos. 169-173 have square-headed windows at all floors, while those at
the third stories of Nos. 175-179 are segmental-arched and outlined
by two rows of brick headers, as at Nos. 190-20L across the strect. .

'These arched windows are echoed above in. the quite'ch“rming bracketed

cornices with arched and panecled fasciaeﬁ-a typically Victorian touch.
The heavy Italianate ironwork at some of the stoops ond arcaways of

_this row is in merked contrast to’the delicate work at Nos. 161-167.

The block ends in the four-story corner house (No. 187) whlch -

' fronts on No. 278 Clinton Street;

WARREN STREET (Nos. 132-168 & 101-141) Betw, Henry & Hicks Sts.

This street displerys sharplj chhnging'heights emphasized by'

'.ﬁarylng rooflines and towcrs silhouetted against the'sky Heights véry

from empty lots concentrated at the’southeast corner to a six-story’
maxim . Unified only by the general use of brick this street of

I-contrasts is rcsidential on the south side and 18 1nstitutional along

its north side. o co L

| SOUTH SIDE

L -~ The vista across the empty lote 1eads to twin houses (Nos 1h6-hfff"
'148 and 152-15L) with bay windows rising up their full three-story

height. "They are on eithcr side of the pritvate court, Warren Place,

_and are part of Alfred T. White's small, one=family houqes for the
tlaboring" classes (described under Warren Place). . Just beyond, and .

sharply contrasting in shape and height, is another section of A. T,

White's housing development, The Towers (described under No. L17-435 .
Hicks Street). This six-story complex has'‘a tall polygonal tower at
the corner of Warren Street and Warren Place which dominates the - o

entire street,

NORTH SIDE _ , .
At the west corner stands st. Peter's (R.C ) Church (deacribed:"

under Hicks Strcet), built in 1859-60 of brick. Connecting with it
and built at the same time is the ructory {(Nos. 115-117). The rec=

- tory is an interesting example of the early phase of the Romanesque -
" Revival. The round-arched paired windows, separated by a columnar

mullion, are crowned by a segmental arch. This design is varied at
the third floor central window, which is crowned by a full round arch
rising toward the central pediment of the roof." The central doorway-
below has a similar treatment. The overall ‘effect of this aymmet-

" rical facade is one of gracious dignity

An interesting utllitarian buildinp at Nos. 121-129, -in three
‘sections of varying heights, was formerly the large stable of St. -
Peterts Hospital and later converted to offices. The round-arched
windows with radial brick arches at the lower floors arc a simple
expression of the Romanesque Revival style. The third floor, added
later, 1s crowned by a hipped roof.. The archeés are exprcssed more:
elaborately at the adjoining corner building, built in 1888.as St.

. -, Peter's Hospital and now the Congress Nursing Home (deseribed under

No. 380 Henry Street). . Its Warren Street side is interesting for
its semi-circular brick sbair tower at centor : .
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‘The Landmarks Preservation Commission'recognizealthat the.needs of
the churches in the Cobble Hill Historic District may change 1in the

years ahead. ' By this designation it.is not intended to freeze the Pro- .

perties of those churches in their present state for all time and thus
prevent future appropriate alterations needed by the churches for all
their buildings: The Commission believes it has the obligation and,
indeed, it has the desire to cooperate with owners in Higtoric Districts
who may wish to make changes in their properties to meet their current
and future needs. This attitude reflects the Commission's endorsement
of the view that’Landmarks are often successfully preserved through
active and beneficial use.

The Landmarka Preservation Law contains many provisions relating
to chenges in Historic Districts. The. Commissjion is already working

- with owners. vho wish to meke changes in their properties and has given

many approvals. In this connection the Commission wishes to state at
this time that it recognizes that the churches in the: Cobble Hill

. District may want to erect new dbuildings on their grounds in the future,

The Commission recognizes that the ‘churches may “also wish to make .
exterior alterations to their existing buildings. The Commission looks
forward to working with the representatives of these churches when
they desire to erect new buildings on their grounds or to make ex-

.terior alterations qn'their existing bulldings.

FPINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of 8 careful con51deration of the history, the archi- |

‘tecture and other features of this area, the Landmarks Pregervation .
Commission finds that Cobble Hill Historic District contains buildings L
and other improvements which hive & special character end special his-.

. torical and aesthetic interest and value and which represent one or

more periods or styles .of architectura typical of one or more eras in

f_tbe history of New York City and whi¢h cause this area, by resson of
‘thege factors, to constitute a distinct sectzon -of the City.

The Commission further-flndslthat, among 1ts 1mportant-qualitiﬁﬁ,

.the Cobble Hill Historic District is an unusually fine 19th century
" residential area, that it retains an aura of the past with its many

tree-lined streets and rows of architecturally notable houses, that

it is a representative residential neighborhood which has the pleasing
quality of relatively low uniform building height that the Houses .
-display much architectural detail of note, some of which is unique in -
character, that it contains a number of churches of architectural dis- .
tinction, that it contalns some of the earliest énd most 1ntereating
examples surviving in the City of group developments, both of row
houses and apartments,. sttractively planned for persons of low or -

. moderate means, that it is a well balanced community containing 1

commercial streets and several schools, that the whole nelghborhood
is now having a renaissance which .is attraeting people who have de-
liberately sought it out to make - it their home and that 1t is one of
.the outstanding nezghborhoods of the Borough of Brooklyn

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the
Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of ithe Administrative
Code of the City of New: York, the Landmerks Preservation Commission
designates as an Historic District: the Cobble Hill Historic District,
Borough of Brooklyn, containing the property bounded by Degraw: Street,
Hicks Street, the northern property line of 391 Hicks Street, part of .
the western property line of 113 Congress Street, the rear lot lines
of 113-127 Congress Street, part ‘of the eastern 1ot line of 127 Consress
Street, the northern property line of 358 Henry Street Henry Streét,
Amity Street the western property- line of 123-127 Amity Street, part
of the northern lot line ‘of 123-127 _Amity Street, the western property
"line of 116 .Pacific Street, Pacific Street, Henry Street, the rear ;
lot lines of 86110 Atlantic Avenue, the western property line of
86 88 Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic Avenue and Court Street.
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