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Pre-Enrollment Grant Award Limit Calculator 
 

Section 1: Project Information 
 

Pre-Enrollment Grants consist of the following grant types: 

 Pre-Development Grant for Qualifying Brownfield Project (up to $5,000*) 

 Pre-Development Grant for Preferred Community Development Project (up to $10,000*) 

 Environmental Investigation Grant for Qualifying Brownfield Project (up to $10,000*) 

 Environmental Investigation  Grant for Preferred Community Development Project (up to $25,000*) 

 Technical Assistance Grant for Not-for-Profit developers of a Preferred Community Development 
Projects ($5,000) 

 
*Grantees should note that funds spent on Pre-Development and/or Environmental Investigation services 

will be subtracted from subsequent grant award amounts for each specific project. For example, if a Preferred 
Community Development Project spends $10,000 on Pre-Development services, the same project would be limited 
to apply for $15,000 in Environmental Investigation Grant money (i.e. the maximum $25,000 Environmental 
Investigation Grant for a Preferred Community Development Project minus the maximum $10,000 spent on Pre-
Development services). 

The questions below will help determine which of these grant types your project is eligible to receive. 

 

 
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A PRE-ENROLLMENT GRANT A PROPERTY MUST HAVE A RECOGNIZED 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION THAT HAS NOT BEEN REMEDIATED. 
 

Question 1: Does your property contain a Recognized Environmental Condition that has not yet been 
remediated? * 

 
 Yes – Make sure to attach your Phase I ESA for the property or other suitable documentation that 

identifies  the condition.   
 

 No – The project is not eligible for a BIG Program Pre-Enrollment Grant. 
 
To be eligible for a BIG Program Pre-Enrollment Grant the applicant must provide evidence indicating 

that the property contains a Recognized Environmental Condition that has not been remediated. Such 
evidence may include, but is not limited to, a Phase One Environmental Sites Assessment (ESA) report or 
other records of past usage, records derived from fire insurance maps, or information from direct observation 
and testing that is deemed acceptable to OER and the BIG Program Grant Administrator. 
 

 

                                                      
* “Recognized environmental condition” means the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances on a property under conditions that 
indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous substances into structures on the property or into the 
ground, ground water, or surface water of the property. The term includes hazardous substances even under conditions in compliance with laws. The 
term does not include de minimums conditions that generally do not present material risk of harm to public health or the environment. 
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SOME PROJECTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR HIGHER GRANT AWARDS. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 

BELOW TO SEE IF YOUR PROJECT QUALIFIES. 
 

Question 2: Is the project a Preferred Community Development? 
 

Pre-Development and Environmental Investigation Grant awards and award limits are increased for 
projects qualifying as Preferred Community Development projects. Such projects include: Affordable Housing 
Developments, Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Strategic Property Developments, and Community Facility 
Developments. Not-for-Profit Technical Assistance Grants are available only to not-for-profit developers of 
Preferred Community Development projects. 

 
 No - Check here if your project is not a Preferred Community Development. 

 Yes –Select the appropriate Preferred Community Development category below: 

  Check here if your project is an Affordable Housing Development, a development that will be 
built by a developer on a qualifying brownfield property where at least twenty percent of the 
housing units are affordable to families that earn no more than eighty percent of the average 
median income of an area, as determined by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Make sure to attach your letter of interest from a federal, state or local housing 
subsidy program. 

  Check here if your project is a BOA Compliant Development.  A BOA compliant development is 
located within a BOA and is consistent with the community development vision articulated in the 
BOA, as stated in a letter from the BOA grant recipient stating that the brownfield property is 
located within the identified BOA and that the proposed redevelopment is consistent with plans 
established for the BOA by the grant recipient. The letter must appear on letterhead of the grant 
recipient’s organization and be signed by the Chief Executive Officer of the organization, or an 
authorized representative. 

  Check here if your project is a Community Facility Development. Make sure to provide and 
attach a description of the specific benefits the facility will provide the community, including, but 
not limited to, a community facility use pursuant to the zoning resolution. 

 
 

NOT-FOR-PROFIT DEVELOPERS OF PREFERRED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS. 

Question 3: Are you a not-for-profit developer of a Preferred Community Development Project? 

  BONUS: Check here if the developer is a Not-for-Profit. Technical Assistance Grants are 
awarded to a developer of a Preferred Community Development Project where the developer is a 
not-for-profit corporation. Make sure to attach proof of your organization’s not-for-profit status. 
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Section 2: Grant Awards: Calculate Your Grant Award Limit 

Total Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant awards (including the Pre-Development Grant and the Environmental 
Investigation Grant) for each project are limited at $10,000 for a Qualifying Brownfield Project and $25,000 for 

a Preferred Community Development Project. In addition to the standard award limit, some preferred 
community development projects are eligible for a Technical Assistance Grant. Eligible projects may receive 

up to $5,000 for Technical Assistance Grants. 

Step 1: Calculate Awards from previous BIG Program Grants for this Project 

 Check here if the project has previously received a Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant award and 
enter the total amount awarded for Pre-Development and Environmental Investigation Grants. 

 Amount previously awarded for Standard Pre-Enrollment Grants $

 

 Check here if the project has previously received a Technical Assistance Grant award and enter 
the total amount awarded.  

 Amount previously awarded for Technical Assistance  Grants $

 

Step 2: Select the Appropriate Property Type and Calculate Grant Award Limits 

Grant award limits for the Pre-Enrollment Grant are based on the Property Type of each project. 
Select the appropriate Property Type for the project from the tables below based on the responses to the 
questions in Section C. Properties may only fall into only one type. The Property Type may change as 
conditions change. A new application is required to request additional grant awards based on a change in 
Property Type. 

 
Qualifying Brownfield Project 

 
Yes 1. Does the property have a Recognized Environmental Condition that has not yet been 

remediated? 
No 2. Is the project a Preferred Community Development? 

Standard Award Limit 
Standard Pre-Enrollment Grants eligible under this Property Type: 

 Pre-Development Grant 
 Environmental Investigation Grant 

 
Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant Award Limit for this Property Type:  $ 10,000

Previous Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant Award (subtract this amount 
from line above): - $

 

Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant Award Limit for this application: 
These funds may be used for eligible services and activities listed under 
Pre-Development and Environmental Investigation Grants in Section E. 
This property type is not eligible for a Technical Assistance Grant. 

= $
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Preferred Community Development Project 

 
Yes 1. Does the property have a Recognized Environmental Condition that has not yet been 

remediated? 
Yes 2. Is the project a Preferred Community Development? 

 
Standard Award Limit 

Standard Pre-Enrollment Grants eligible under this Property Type: 
 Pre-Development Grant 

 Environmental Investigation Grant 
 

Maximum Standard Enrollment Grant Award for this Property Type:  $ 25,000

Previous Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant Award (subtract this amount 
from line above): 

- $
 

Standard Pre-Enrollment Grant Award Limit for this application: 
These funds may be used for eligible services and activities listed 
under Pre-Development and Environmental Investigation  Grants in 
Section E. 

= $
 

Special Award Limits 
Special Pre-Enrollment Grants eligible under this Property Type: 

 Technical Assistance Grant 
 

Maximum Technical Assistance Grant Award for this Property Type:  $ 5,000

Previous Technical Assistance Grant Award (subtract this amount 
from line above): 

- $
 

Technical Assistance Grant Award Limit for this application: 
These funds may be used for eligible services and activities listed 
under Technical Assistance  Grants in Section E. 

= $
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